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Macmillan is pleased to offer a diverse 
selection of broadly appealing, 
critically acclaimed books—all of them 
ideally suited for First-Year Experience 
and Common Reading programs. 

Accessible yet challenging, timely 
yet classic, these are books that invite 
campus-wide discussion while also 
fostering individual growth, that ask 
questions and make demands of all 
who pick them up—books meant to 
open doors, change minds, undercut 
assumptions, spark debates.

Above all, these books will help  
students to succeed across all manner 
of academic disciplines by 
addressing them—and stimulating 
them, and moving them—as only 
the best books can. As a class or on 
their own, freshmen achieve their 
very best, as readers and as students, 
when they’re “on the same page” 
as their peers. That’s where these 
books come in. 

*The First-Year Experience® is a service mark of the 
University of South Carolina. A license may be granted 
upon written request to use the term The First-Year 
Experience in association with products designed to 
assist educators in creating programs to enhance 
the first college year. This license is not transferable 
without written approval of the 
University of South Carolina. 
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© Tim Llewellyn

Selected for First-Year Experience programs at East Central University Honors Program (OK); Good Samaritan College of 
Nursing and Health Science (OH); University of Massachusetts Medical School; University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill
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Being Mortal  
Medicine and What Matters 
in the End

Atul Gawande 

Los Angeles Times Book Prize Finalist 

“[A] masterful exploration of aging, death, and the 
medical profession’s mishandling of both.” 
            —The Boston Globe 

Medicine has triumphed in modern times, transforming birth, injury, and infectious disease from 
harrowing to manageable. But in the inevitable condition of aging and death, the goals of 

medicine seem too frequently to run counter to the interest of the human spirit. Gawande, a practicing 
surgeon, addresses his profession’s ultimate limitation, arguing that quality of life is the desired goal for 
patients and families. Gawande offers examples of freer, more socially fulfilling models for assisting the 
infirm and dependent elderly, and he explores the varieties of hospice care to demonstrate that a person’s 
last weeks or months may be rich and dignified. Nursing homes, preoccupied with safety, pin patients 
into railed beds and wheelchairs. Hospitals isolate the dying, checking for vital signs long after the goals 
of cure have become moot. Doctors, committed to extending life, continue to carry out devastating pro-
cedures that in the end extend suffering. Being Mortal asserts that medicine can comfort and enhance 
our experience even to the end, providing not only a good life but also a good end.

Atul Gawande is author of three bestselling 
books: Complications; Better; and The Checklist 
Manifesto. He is also a surgeon at Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital in Boston, a staff writer for 
The New Yorker, and a professor at Harvard 
Medical School and the Harvard School of 
Public Health. He and his wife have three 
children and live in Newton, Massachusetts.

Metropolitan Books
Hardcover • 304 pp • $26.00

ISBN: 9780805095159

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact discC
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Black Man in a 
White Coat 
A Doctor’s Reflections on Race 
and Medicine

Damon Tweedy, M.D.

“An engaging, introspective memoir that will force 
readers to contemplate the uncomfortable reality that 
race impacts every aspect of life, even medicine . . .  
A timely, thought-provoking examination of our 
heartbreaking health care system.”—USA Today  

Black Man in a White Coat examines the complex ways in which both black doctors and patients 
must navigate the difficult and often contradictory terrain of race and medicine. As Tweedy 

transforms from student to practicing physician, he discovers how often race influences his encounters 
with patients. Through their stories, he illustrates the complex social, cultural, and economic factors at 
the root of many health problems in the black community. These issues take on greater meaning when 
Tweedy is himself diagnosed with a chronic disease far more common among black people. In this pow-
erful, moving, and deeply empathic book, Tweedy explores the challenges confronting black doctors, and 
the disproportionate health burdens faced by black patients, ultimately seeking a way forward to better 
treatment and more compassionate care. “Black Man in a White Coat offers a clear, informative and 
uncommonly balanced assessment. Tweedy unflinchingly examines historical patterns of racial inequity 
in health care. But he also brings attention to often-overlooked indicators of progress.”—The 
Washington Post

Damon Tweedy, M.D. is a graduate of Duke 
Medical School and Yale Law School. He is 
an assistant professor of psychiatry at Duke 
University Medical Center and staff physician 
at the Durham VA Medical Center. He has 
published articles about race and medicine in 
the Journal of the American Medical Association 
(JAMA) and the Annals of Internal Medicine. 
His columns and op-eds have appeared in the 
Chicago Tribune, The New York Times, The News 
& Observer (Raleigh), and The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution. He lives outside Raleigh-Durham, 
North Carolina. 

Picador 
Paperback • 304 pp • $16.00

ISBN: 9781250105042

 e-book

© Stocks Photography
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Diane Guerrero is an actress on the 
hit shows Orange Is the New Black and 
Jane the Virgin. She volunteers with the 
nonprofit Immigrant Legal Resource 
Center, as well as with Mi Familia Vota, 
an organization that promotes civic 
involvement. She has been named an 
Ambassador for Citizenship and 
Naturalization by the White House. 
She lives in New York City.

Michelle Burford is a founding editor 
of O, The Oprah Magazine and writer 
of many best-selling books including 
memoirs by Olympic gymnast Gabby 
Douglas, singer Toni Braxton, and 
Cleveland kidnap survivor Michelle 
Knight.

Henry Holt and Co.
Hardcover • 272 pp • $26.00

ISBN: 9781627795272

      e-book

Spanish language edition available:
En el país que amamos: Mi 
familia dividida
Paperback •  304 pp • $16.00
ISBN: 9781627798334

  

In the Country 
We Love 
My Family Divided

Diane Guerrero with 
Michelle Burford

“[Guerrero] writes frankly and affectingly about how 
she made her way on her own; she also shares fond 
memories of her family’s life together in America.” 
   —The Washington Post

Diane Guerrero, the television actress from the megahit Orange Is the New Black and Jane the Virgin, 
was just fourteen years old on the day her parents were detained and deported while she was 

at school. Born in the U.S., Guerrero was able to remain in the country and continue her education, 
depending on the kindness of family friends who took her in and helped her build a life and a successful 
acting career for herself, without the support system of her family. In the Country We Love is a moving, 
heartbreaking story of one woman’s extraordinary resilience in the face of the nightmarish struggles of 
undocumented residents in this country. There are over 11 million undocumented immigrants living in 
the U.S., many of whom have citizen children, whose lives here are just as precarious, and whose stories 
haven’t been told. Written with best-selling author Michelle Burford, this memoir is a tale of personal 
triumph that also casts a much-needed light on the fears that haunt the daily existence of families like 
Guerrero’s and on a system that fails them over and over.
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e-book

© Marcus Branch
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Farrar, Straus and Giroux
Paperback • 240 pp • $14.00

ISBN: 9780374534981

      e-book

 audiobook

Spanish language edition available:
Los inventores: Cuatro adoles 
centes inmigrantes, un robot- 
y la batalla por el sueño 
Americano
Paperback • 240 pp • $14.00
ISBN: 9780374284503
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Selected for 20 First-Year Experience programs, most recently at Chemeketa Community College (OH), Kansas State 
University, Miami University at Ohio (OH), and University of Michigan College of Engineering

Joshua Davis is a contributing editor 
at Wired, cofounder of Epic magazine, 
and the author of The Underdog, a 
memoir about his experiences as an 
arm wrestler, backward runner, and 
matador. The article “La Vida Robot,” 
the movie Spare Parts, and the docu-
mentary, Underwater Dreams, are all 
based on his reporting. He lives in San 
Francisco, California.  

Spare Parts 
Four Undocumented Teenagers, One 
Ugly Robot, and the Battle for the 
American Dream

Joshua Davis

“Spare Parts is a delightful book . . . Davis writes well, 
and he keeps his plot moving swiftly . . . A great 
American story.” 
             —Peter Carlson, The Washington Post

© Sebastian Mlynarski

In 2004, four undocumented Latino teenagers arrived at the Marine Advanced Technology Education 
Robotics Competition at the University of California, Santa Barbara. No one had ever suggested to 

Oscar, Cristian, Luis, or Lorenzo that they might amount to much—but two inspiring science teachers 
had convinced these kids from the desert who had never even seen the ocean that they should try to 
build an underwater robot. And build a robot they did. They were going up against some of the best 
collegiate engineers in the country, including a team from MIT. The Phoenix teenagers had scraped 
together less than $1,000 and built their robot out of scavenged parts. This was never a level competi-
tion—and yet, against all odds . . . they won! But this is just the beginning for these four, whose story—
which became a key inspiration to the DREAMers movement—will go on to include first-generation 
college graduations, deportation, bean-picking in Mexico, and service in Afghanistan. Joshua Davis’s 
Spare Parts is a story about overcoming insurmountable odds and four young men who proved they were 
among the most patriotic and talented Americans in this country—even as the country tried to kick 
them out.

e-book
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Ari Berman is a political correspondent for The 
Nation and an investigative journalism Fellow at 
the Nation Institute. His writing has also 
appeared in The New York Times and Rolling 
Stone, and he is a frequent commentator on 
MSNBC and NPR. His first book, Herding Don-
keys: The Fight to Rebuild the Democratic Party 
and Reshape American Politics, was published in 
2010. He lives in New York City.

Picador
Paperback • 384 pp • $18.00

ISBN: 9781250094728

 e-book

Give Us the Ballot 
The Modern Struggle for Voting Rights 
in America

Ari Berman

A National Book Critics Circle Award Finalist

“Fifty years after passage of the Voting Rights Act, Give Us 
the Ballot makes a powerful case that voting rights are under 
assault in 21st century America. Current events underscore 
the book’s timeliness.” —Los Angeles Times

Ari Berman charts both the transformation of American democracy under the Voting Rights Act 
(VRA) and the counterrevolution that has sought to limit it from the moment the act was signed 

into law. The VRA is widely regarded as the crowning achievement of the civil rights movement, and 
yet—more than fifty years later—the battles over race, representation, and political power continue, as 
lawmakers devise new strategies to keep minorities out of the voting booth, while the Supreme Court 
has declared a key part of the Voting Rights Act unconstitutional. Through meticulous research, in-
depth interviews, and incisive on-the-ground reporting, Give Us the Ballot offers the first comprehensive 
history of its kind, and provides new insight into one of the most vital political and civil rights issues 
of our time. “An engrossing narrative history . . . Berman vividly shows that the power to define the 
scope of voting rights in America has shifted from Congress to the courts.”—Jeffrey Rosen, The New 
York Times Book Review (Editor’s Choice)

© Ports Bishop
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Picador
Paperback • 336 pp • $16.00
ISBN: 9781250062185

 e-book

Elizabeth Kolbert is a staff writer at The New 
Yorker. She is the author of Field Notes from a 
Catastrophe: Man, Nature, and Climate Change. 
She lives in Williamstown, Massachusetts, with 
her husband and children.

The Sixth 
Extinction 
An Unnatural History

Elizabeth Kolbert 

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize

Winner of the Los Angeles Times Book Prize

“ Ms. Kolbert shows in these pages that she can write 
with elegiac poetry about the vanishing creatures of 
this planet, but the real power of her book resides in 
the hard science and historical context she delivers 
here, documenting the mounting losses that human 
beings are leaving in their wake.”  
       —The New York Times
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Selected for 7 First-Year Experience programs, most recently at Universiry of Vermont, Villanova University (PA), and 
Williams College (MA)

Over the last half a billion years, there have been five mass extinctions, when the diversity of life on 
earth suddenly and dramatically contracted. Scientists around the world are currently monitoring 

the sixth extinction, predicted to be the most devastating extinction event since the asteroid impact that 
wiped out the dinosaurs. This time around, the cataclysm is us. Elizabeth Kolbert draws on the work 
of scores of researchers in half a dozen disciplines, accompanying many of them into the field: geolo-
gists who study deep ocean cores, botanists who follow the tree line as it climbs up the Andes, marine 
biologists who dive off the Great Barrier Reef. She introduces us to a dozen species, some already gone, 
others facing extinction, including the Panamanian golden frog, staghorn coral, the great auk, and the 
Sumatran rhino. Through these stories, Kolbert provides a moving account of the disappearances occur-
ring all around us and traces the evolution of extinction as concept, from its first articulation by Georges 
Cuvier in revolutionary Paris up through the present day.

© Barry Goldstein
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St. Martin’s Press
Hardcover • 416 pp • $26.99
ISBN: 9781250087102

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

Rabia Chaudry is an attorney, a senior fellow 
at the U.S. Institute of Peace, and a national se-
curity fellow at the New America Foundation. 
She is the co-host of Undisclosed, one of the 
top-ranked podcasts in the iTunes store. She 
is a frequent public speaker, and her writing 
has appeared in numerous outlets including 
Time, The Huffington Post, and the Chicago 
Sun-Times.

Adnan’s Story 
The Search for Truth and Justice 
After Serial

Rabia Chaudry

“Chaudry’s book is essential reading for anyone who 
wants to understand how media—particularly social 
media—came to play such a powerful role in this case 
. . . But it’s the mix of media skills and legal education 
that makes her book such an illuminating firsthand 
report from the front lines of social media change.”  
          —The Baltimore Sun
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© Ayesha Ahmed 
Photography

In early 2000, Adnan Syed was convicted and sentenced to life plus thirty years for the murder of his 
ex-girlfriend Hae Min Lee, a high school senior in Baltimore, Maryland. By 2013, after almost all 

appeals had been exhausted, Rabia Chaudry, a family friend, contacted Sarah Koenig, a producer at This 
American Life, in hopes of finding a journalist who could shed light on Adnan’s story. In 2014, 
Koenig’s investigation turned into Serial, a Peabody Award-winning podcast with more than 500 
million international listeners. But Serial did not tell the whole story. Chaudry presents new key 
evidence that she maintains dismantles the State’s case: a potential new suspect, forensics indicating 
Hae was killed and kept somewhere for almost half a day, and documentation withheld by the State 
that destroys the cell phone evidence—among many other points—and she shows how fans of Serial 
joined a crowd-sourced investigation into a case riddled with errors and strange twists. Adnan’s Story also 
shares Adnan’s life in prison, and weaves in his personal reflections, including never-before-seen letters. 
Chaudry, who is committed to exonerating Adnan, makes it clear that justice is yet to be achieved in 
this much examined case.

C



9

N
O

N
F

IC
T

IO
N

Picador
Hardcover • 272 pp • $22.00

ISBN: 9781250119841

 e-book

 audiobook

Omar Saif Ghobash is the Ambassador of the 
United Arab Emirates to Russia. In addition to 
his post in Moscow, Ambassador Ghobash spon-
sors the Saif Ghobash Banipal Prize for Arabic 
Literary Translation and founded the Interna-
tional Prize for Arabic Fiction in collaboration 
with the Booker Prize in London. Ambassador 
Ghobash studied law at Oxford and math at the 
University of London.

Letters to a 
Young Muslim 
Omar Saif Ghobash 

From the Ambassador of the UAE to Russia comes a 
bold and intimate exploration of what it means to be a 
Muslim in the twenty-first century.
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© Sigrid Estrada

In a series of personal letters to his sons, Omar Saif Ghobash offers a short and highly readable 
manifesto that tackles our current global crisis with the training of an experienced diplomat and the 

personal responsibility of a father. Today’s young Muslims will be tomorrow’s leaders, and yet too many 
are vulnerable to extremist propaganda that seems omnipresent in our technological age. The burning 
question, Ghobash argues, is how moderate Muslims can unite to find a voice that is true to Islam while 
actively and productively engaging in the modern world. What does it mean to be a good Muslim? 
What is the concept of a good life? And is it acceptable to stand up and openly condemn those who 
take the Islamic faith and twist it to suit their own misguided political agendas? These letters serve as a 
clear-eyed inspiration for the next generation of Muslims to understand how to be faithful to their re-
ligion and still navigate through the complexities of today’s world. They also reveal an intimate glimpse 
into a world many are unfamiliar with and offer to provide an understanding of the everyday struggles 
Muslims face around the globe.
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Selected for First-Year Experience Programs at Michigan State University

Picador
Paperback • 400 pp • $17.00
ISBN: 9781250118738

 e-book

Ben Rawlence is a former researcher for 
Human Rights Watch in the horn of Africa. He 
is the author of Radio Congo and has written 
for a wide range of publications, including The 
Guardian, the London Review of Books, and 
Prospect. He lives in the Black Mountains in 
Wales with his wife and daughter.

City of Thorns
Nine Lives in the World’s Largest 
Refugee Camp

Ben Rawlence

With a New Postscript

“The most absorbing book in recent memory about 
life in refugee camps . . . Mr. Rawlence’s major feat is 
stripping away the anonymity that so often is attached 
to the word ‘refugee’ by delving deeply into the lives of 
nine people in the camp.” —The Wall Street Journal
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© Doug Knutson

Situated hundreds of miles from any other settlement, in the midst of an inhospitable northern Ken-
yan desert landscape largely characterized by thorn bushes, is Dadaab, the world’s largest refugee 

camp. Founded in 1992 as a temporary camp for 30,000 refugees fleeing violence and unrest in Sudan, 
it has since metastasized into a permanent home to some 500,000 people. A city like no other, its half a 
million residents barter their meager food rations, create homes for themselves from plastic sheets and 
sticks, and use open sewers. Due to its inaccessible location and the extremely high risk of kidnapping, 
very few western journalists have visited Dadaab, let alone spent any length of time there. Dadaab and 
the surrounding region are now largely controlled by al-Shabaab, al-Qaeda’s Somalian cell, and the 
camp and its desperate residents have become a hotbed for recruiters. Despite these dangers, Ben Raw-
lence has spent large periods of time in the camp and has followed the lives of six people: Guled, the 
conscripted child-soldier who flees to the camp across Somalia; Nisho, as old as Dadaab itself, born in 
the camp twenty five years ago; and Muna, whose marriage to a Christian Lost Boy from Sudan sparks 
uproar and sectarian violence. Rawlence’s sensitive portraits of the camp’s inhabitants invite readers to 
imagine how they might behave should they, like so many millions of people around the world, find 
themselves imprisoned in such a camp with little hope and with the world’s eyes firmly askance.
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Melissa Fleming is Head of Communications 
and Chief Spokesperson for the United High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and one 
of the world’s experts on refugees. She is a 
frequent contributor for The New York Times, 
The Washington Post, CNN, and NPR. A Hope 
More Powerful Than the Sea is her first book.

Flatiron Books 
Hardcover • 288 pp • $25.99

ISBN: 9781250105998

 e-book

A Hope More 
Powerful Than 
the Sea  
One Refugee’s Incredible Story of 
Love, Loss, and Survival

Melissa Fleming

“I think Melissa Fleming is one of the most important 
people in the world. As the world’s foremost advocate 
for refugees, she has worked tirelessly to put a human 
face on the greatest crisis of our time. A Hope More 
Powerful Than the Sea provides a portrait of the refugee 
crisis that cannot be matched by any amount of cable 
news coverage.” —Brandon Stanton, author of 
Humans of New York: Stories 
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© Alessandra Thomsen

Melissa Fleming shares the harrowing journey of Doaa Al Zamel, a young Syrian refugee in search 
of a better life. Doaa and her family leave war-torn Syria for Egypt where the climate is becom-

ing politically unstable and increasingly dangerous. She meets and falls in love with Bassem, a former 
Free Syrian Army fighter and together they decide to leave behind the hardship and harassment they 
face in Egypt to flee for Europe, joining the ranks of the thousands of refugees who make the dangerous 
journey across the Mediterranean on overcrowded and run-down ships to seek asylum overseas and be-
gin a new life. After four days at sea, their boat is sunk by another boat filled with angry men shouting 
threats and insults. With no land in sight and surrounded by bloated, floating corpses, Doaa is adrift 
with a child’s inflatable water ring around her waist, while two little girls cling to her neck. Doaa must 
stay alive for them. She must not lose strength. She must not lose hope.
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Farrar, Straus and Giroux
Paperback • 336 pp • $15.00
ISBN: 9780374536244

 e-book

Richard E. Nisbett is a professor of psychol-
ogy at the University of Michigan and one of 
the world’s most respected psychologists. He 
has been awarded the Distinguished Scientific 
Contribution Award of the American Psychol-
ogy Association, the William James Fellow 
Award for Distinguished Scientific Achieve-
ments, and the Donald T. Campbell Award for 
Distinguished Research in Social Psychology, 
among others. His books The Geography of 
Thought and Intelligence and How to Get It have 
been translated into more than ten languages.

Mindware
Tools for Smart Thinking

Richard E. Nisbett

“[A] compelling new book . . . With clear explanations 
of relevant principles from statistics, formal logic, eco-
nomics, and psychology, Nisbett does indeed assemble 
a powerful toolkit for examining the validity of claims 
made by marketers, politicians, and scientists.”  
            —The Boston Globe  
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Scientific and philosophical concepts can change the way we solve problems by helping us to think 
more effectively about our behavior and our world. Surprisingly, despite their utility, many of these 

tools remain unknown to most of us. In Mindware, world-renowned psychologist Richard E. Nisbett 
presents these ideas in clear and accessible detail. Nisbett has made a distinguished career of studying 
and teaching such powerful problem-solving concepts as the law of large numbers, statistical regression, 
cost-benefit analysis, sunk costs and opportunity costs, and causation and correlation, probing the best 
methods for teaching others how to use them effectively in their daily lives. In this groundbreaking 
book, Nisbett shows us how to frame common problems in such a way that these scientific and sta-
tistical principles can be applied to them. The result is an enlightening and practical guide to the most 
essential tools of reasoning ever developed—tools that can easily be used to make better professional, 
business, and personal decisions.

© Sarah Nisbett
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Bloomsbury
Paperback • 272 pp • $17.00

ISBN: 9781632861054

Warren Berger, an expert on design thinking 
and innovation, is the author of the acclaimed 
book Glimmer: How Design Can Transform 
Business and Your Life, which was named one 
of Business Week’s “Best Innovation & Design 
Books of the Year.” Berger also writes for Fast 
Company, Harvard Business Review, and was a 
longtime contributing editor at Wired magazine. 
He lives in New York. 

A More Beautiful 
Question 
The Power of Inquiry to Spark 
Breakthrough Ideas

Warren Berger

“Berger presents a simple three-part framework, the 
‘Why-What If-How’ model, to guide effective inquiry 
. . . One closes Berger’s book newly conscious of the 
significance of smart questions.”  
              —The New York Times Book Review
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© Jerome Levine

Warren Berger shows that one of the most powerful forces for igniting change in business and 
in our daily lives is a simple, under-appreciated tool—one that has been available to us since 

childhood. Questioning—deeply, imaginatively, “beautifully”—can help us identify and solve problems, 
come up with game-changing ideas, and pursue fresh opportunities. So why are we often reluctant to 
ask “Why?” As Berger shows, the most creative, successful people tend to be expert questioners. They’ve 
mastered the art of inquiry, raising questions no one else is asking—and finding powerful answers. 
The author takes us inside red-hot businesses like Google, Netflix, IDEO, and Airbnb to show how 
questioning is baked into their organizational DNA. He also shares inspiring stories of artists, teachers, 
entrepreneurs, basement tinkerers, and social activists who changed their lives and the world around 
them—by starting with a “beautiful question.” A More Beautiful Question outlines a practical Why / 
What If / How system of inquiry that can guide you through the process of innovative questioning—
helping you find imaginative, powerful answers to your own “beautiful questions.”

Selected for First-Year Experience programs at Bowling Green State University (OH); North Central College (IL); 
Quinnipiac University (CT)
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Selected for First-Year Experience programs at St. John’s University (NY); Texas Tech University Honors Program 

St. Martin’s Press 
Hardcover • 432 pp • $29.99
ISBN: 9781250058904

 e-book

Brandon Stanton is the creator of the #1 New 
York Times bestselling book Humans of New 
York as well as the children’s book, Little Hu-
mans. His photography and storytelling blog, 
also called Humans of New York is followed by 
over fifteen million people on several social me-
dia platforms. He is a graduate of the University 
of Georgia and lives in New York City.

Humans of New 
York: Stories  
Brandon Stanton

“Humans of New York: Stories is the perfect book for 
a digital age . . . Through each photo and quote, 
Brandon Stanton has captured the highs, lows, and 
in-betweens that comprise what it’s like to be a 
human in New York, which is to say, what it’s like 
to be a human, period.” —Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 

In the summer of 2010, photographer Brandon Stanton set out to create a photographic census of 
New York City. Armed with his camera, he began crisscrossing the city, covering thousands of miles 

on foot, all in an attempt to capture New Yorkers and their stories. The result of these efforts was a 
vibrant blog he called Humans of New York, in which his photos were featured alongside quotes and 
anecdotes. The blog has steadily grown, now boasting millions of devoted followers; and in the summer 
of 2014, the UN chose Brandon to travel around the world on a goodwill mission that had followers 
meeting people from Iraq to the Ukraine to Mexico City via the photos he took. Ever since Brandon 
began interviewing people on the streets of New York, the dialogue he’s had with them has increasingly 
become as in-depth and moving as the photos themselves. Humans of New York: Stories presents a whole 
new group of humans, complete with stories that delve deeper and surprise with greater candor.
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Bloomsbury
Hardcover • 400 pp • $28.00

ISBN: 9781632867001

Available in April 2017

Andrew Forsthoefel is a writer, radio producer, 
and public speaker. After graduating from 
Middlebury College in 2011, he spent nearly 
a year walking across the United States. He 
first recounted part of that journey in a radio 
story featured on This American Life. He now 
facilitates workshops on walking and listening as 
practices in personal transformation, intercon-
nection, and conflict resolution, and is currently 
based in Northampton, Massachusetts. 

Walking to Listen 
4,000 Miles Across America, 
One Story at a Time 

Andrew Forsthoefel

A memoir of one young man’s coming of age on a 
cross-country trek—told through the stories of the 
people of all ages, races, and inclinations he meets 
along the highways of America. 

At twenty-three, Andrew Forsthoefel walked out the back door of his home in Chadds Ford, Penn-
sylvania, with a backpack, an audio recorder, his copies of Whitman and Rilke, and a sign that read 

“Walking to Listen.” He had just graduated from Middlebury College and was ready to begin his adult 
life, but he didn’t know how. So he decided he’d walk. And listen. It would be a cross-country quest for 
guidance, and everyone he met would be his guide.Thousands shared their stories with him, sometimes 
confiding their prejudices, too. Often he didn’t know how to respond. How to find unity in diversity? 
How to stay connected, even as fear works to tear us apart? He listened for answers to these questions, 
and to the existential questions every human must face, and began to find that the answer might be in 
listening itself.  Ultimately, it’s the stories of others living all along the roads of America that carry this 
journey and sing out in a hopeful, heartfelt book about how a life is made, and how our nation defines 
itself on the most human level.

© Luke Forsthoefel
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Henry Holt and Co. 
Paperback • 368 pp • $17.00
ISBN: 9781627795333

 e-book

Annie E. Clark and Andrea L. Pino are co-founders 
of End Rape On Campus, an organization dedicated to 
survivor support, education and policy reform. They 
attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, where they both majored in Political Science. 
They were two of those who filed Title IX and Clery 
complaints against UNC. Their stories are prominently 
featured in the documentary The Hunting Ground, 
which premiered at the 2015 Sundance Film Festival. 
We Believe You is their first book.

We Believe You
Survivors of Campus Sexual 
Assault Speak Out

Annie E. Clark and 
Andrea L. Pino

“Changing the conversation forever, 30 survivors of 
campus sexual assault and cover-ups from all races, 
backgrounds, and genders, speak out in Annie E. 
Clark and Andrea L. Pino’s monumental exposé, 
We Believe You.” —Vanity Fair  

More than twenty percent of women and five percent of men are sexually assaulted while at 
college. After decades of near silence from school communities, some survivors are now coming 

forward. In We Believe You, students from every kind of college and university—large and small, public 
and private, highly selective and less so—share experiences of trauma, healing, and everyday activism. 
They represent a diversity of races, economic and family backgrounds, gender identities, immigration 
statuses, interests, capacities, and loves. Theirs is a bold, irrefutable sampling of voices and stories that 
should speak to all.
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Picking Cotton 
Our Memoir of Injustice and 
Redemption

Jennifer Thompson-Cannino 
and Ronald Cotton 
with Erin Torneo

“The story of Jennifer Thompson-Cannino and Ronald 
Cotton, as told in first-person voices in this gripping, 
well-written book, is exceptional.”  
        —St. Petersburg Times

In 1984, Jennifer Thompson was raped at knifepoint by a man who broke into her apartment while 
she slept. She was able to escape, and because she had studied his face intently during the attack, she 

later identified Ronald Cotton as her attacker. Ronald insisted that she was mistaken—but Jennifer’s 
positive identification was the evidence that compelled a jury to put him behind bars. After eleven years 
in prison, Ronald was allowed to take a DNA test that proved his innocence. He was released after 
serving more than a decade in prison for a crime he never committed. Two years later, Jennifer and 
Ronald met face to face. They forged an unlikely friendship that changed both of their lives. In their 
own words, Jennifer and Ronald unfold the harrowing details of their tragedy, and challenge ideas about 
memory and judgment while demonstrating the profound nature of human grace and the healing power 
of forgiveness.

St. Martin’s Griffin
Paperback • 320 pp • $16.99

ISBN: 9780312599539

 e-book

Jennifer Thompson-Cannino lives in North 
Carolina with her family. She speaks frequently about 
the need for judicial reform and is a member of the 
North Carolina Actual Innocence Commission.

Ronald Cotton speaks at various schools and confer-
ences about issues of witness identification and judicial 
reform. He lives in North Carolina with his family.

Erin Torneo is a Los Angeles-based writer. She was a 
2007 New York Foundation for the Arts Nonfiction 
Fellow. 
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Selected for 15 First-Year Experience programs, most recently at Queensborough Community College (NY), Somerset 
Community College (KY), University of Kentucky, and University of North Carolina at Pembroke
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ISBN: 9781250074898

 e-book

Who We Be  
Notes on Race and Resegregation

Jeff Chang

“The book is especially useful for novices looking for 
a primer on race and culture, but it would behoove 
anyone who has an interest in what it means to be 
an American to read it.” —San Francisco Chronicle

Race. The greatest social divide in American life, a half-century ago and today. During that time, the 
U.S. has seen the most dramatic demographic and cultural shifts in its history, what can be called 

the colorization of America. But the same nation that elected its first Black president on a wave of hope 
is still plunged into endless culture wars.  How do Americans see race now? How has that changed and 
not changed over the half-century? After eras framed by words like “multicultural” and “post-racial,” do 
we see each other any more clearly? From the dream of integration to the reality of colorization, Who 
We Be remixes comic strips and contemporary art, campus protests and corporate marketing campaigns, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Trayvon Martin into a powerful, unusual, and timely cultural history of the 
idea of racial progress. Jeff Chang, the Executive Director of the Institute for Diversity in the Arts at 
Stanford University, brings fresh energy, style, and sweep to the essential American story.



19

N
O

N
F

IC
T

IO
N

Jeff Chang is also the author of Can’t Stop 
Won’t Stop and Who We Be. He has been a USA 
Ford Fellow in Literature and the winner of the 
American Book Award and the Asian American 
Literary Award. He is the executive director of 
the Institute for Diversity in the Arts at Stanford 
University.

We Gon’ Be Alright
Notes on Race and Resegregation

Jeff Chang

“If future generations ever need an account of 
America’s current, tumultuous moment, Chang’s 
book is a good place to start.” —Philip Eil, Salon

Picador
Paperback • 208 pp • $16.00
ISBN: 9780312429485

 e-book

© Jeremy Keith Villaluz

In these provocative, powerful essays acclaimed writer/journalist Jeff Chang takes an incisive and 
wide-ranging look at the recent tragedies and widespread protests that have shaken the country. 

Through deep reporting with key activists and thinkers, passionately personal writing, and distinguished 
cultural criticism, We Gon’ Be Alright links #BlackLivesMatter to #OscarsSoWhite, Ferguson to 
Washington D.C., the Great Migration to resurgent nativism. Chang explores the rise and fall of the 
idea of “diversity,” the roots of student protest, changing ideas about Asian Americanness, and the 
impact of a century of racial separation in housing. He argues that resegregation is the unexamined 
condition of our time, the undoing of which is key to moving the nation forward to racial justice and 
cultural equity.
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Erik Weihenmayer is a bestselling author, 
athlete, adventurer, and motivational speaker. 
He is the only blind person to reach the summit 
of Mount Everest. He is the author of Touch the 
Top of the World and The Adversity Advantage. 
He co-founded No Barriers USA, which helps 
those with special challenges to live active and 
purposeful lives. He lives in Colorado.

Buddy Levy is a journalist, speaker, and the 
author of numerous books, including River of 
Darkness and Geronimo (with Mike Leach). He 
teaches writing at Washington State University 
and lives in Idaho.

Thomas Dunne Books/SMP
Hardcover • 480 pp • $26.99
ISBN: 9781250088789

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

No Barriers 
A Blind Man’s Journey to Kayak the 
Grand Canyon

Erik Weihenmayer and 
Buddy Levy

Foreword by Bob Woodruff

“No Barriers is more than an incredible adventure 
story—it’s a beautiful book about family and finding 
a way to achieve more than you ever thought possi-
ble.”—Brad Meltzer, author of The President’s Shadow

© Skyler Williams

No Barriers is about Erik Weihenmayer’s journey since coming down from Mt. Everest in 2001, 
and the path to where he is today. It is the story of his life, the personal and professional strug-

gles in the pursuit of growth, learning, and family, as well as a dream to kayak one of the world’s great 
rivers as a blind athlete. It is also about the many people he has encountered along the way who possess 
what he calls a “No Barriers” mindset. This book highlights these pioneers who give those around them 
the courage to do great things. People who have risked failure, transcended their personal barriers, and 
shown others a way forward: scientists and innovators, artists and musicians, climbers and adventurers, 
activists and soldiers. No Barriers is a way of living, and it exists in all of us, like a deep internal light. 
But sometimes through trauma, loss, isolation, and disillusionment, people get shoved into a dark place, 
and that light is almost extinguished. Making hard choices is what feeds that light, and becomes the 
energy we need to propel us forward. No Barriers is about making the hard choices to fuel that flickering 
light, so that we can ignite with purpose and become our very best selves.

C
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Farrar, Straus and Giroux
Paperback • 320 pp • $15.00

ISBN: 9780374535919

 e-book

 audiobook

Matthew B. Crawford is a senior fellow at the 
University of Virginia’s Institute for Advanced 
Studies in Culture and a fabricator of compo-
nents for custom motorcycles. His book Shop 
Class as Soulcraft: An Inquiry into the Value of 
Work has prompted a wide rethinking of educa-
tion and labor policies in the United States and 
Europe, leading The Sunday Times to call him 
“one of the most influential thinkers of 
our time.”

The World Beyond 
Your Head 
On Becoming an Individual in an Age 
of Distraction

Matthew B. Crawford

“[A] brilliant and searching new work of social criti-
cism . . . Crawford proposes a different model of indi-
viduality and choice, at once traditional and radically 
new.”—Boston Review 

© Adam Ewing

In this book, Crawford investigates the challenge of mastering one’s own mind. We often complain 
about our fractured mental lives and feel beset by outside forces that destroy our focus and disrupt 

our peace of mind. Any defense against this, Crawford argues, requires that we reckon with the way 
attention sculpts the self. He shows that our current crisis of attention is only superficially the result of 
digital technology, and becomes more comprehensible when understood as the coming to fruition of 
certain assumptions at the root of Western culture that are profoundly at odds with human nature. The 
World Beyond Your Head makes sense of an astonishing array of common experience, from the frustra-
tions of airport security to the rise of the hipster. With implications for the way we raise our children, 
the design of public spaces, and democracy itself, this is a book of urgent relevance to contemporary life.
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Bloomsbury
Hardcover • 256 pp • $26.00
ISBN: 9781632864123

Carol Anderson, Ph.D. is professor of African 
American studies at Emory University. She is 
the author of many books and articles, includ-
ing Bourgeois Radicals: The NAACP and the 
Struggle for Colonial Liberation, 1941-1960 and 
Eyes Off the Prize: The United Nations and the 
African American Struggle for Human Rights: 
1944-1955. She lives in Atlanta, Georgia.

White Rage
The Unspoken Truth of Our 
Racial Divide

Carol Anderson, Ph.D.

“An extraordinarily timely and urgent call to confront 
the legacy of structural racism bequeathed by white 
anger and resentment, and to show its continuing 
threat to the promise of American democracy.” 
  —The New York Times Book Review (Editor’s Choice)

As Ferguson, Missouri erupted in August 2014, and media commentators across the ideological 
spectrum referred to the angry response of African Americans as “black rage,” Carol Anderson 

wrote a remarkable op-ed in The Washington Post showing that this was, instead, “white rage at work.” 
Since 1865 and the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment, every time African Americans have made 
advances towards full participation in our democracy, white reaction has fueled a deliberate and relent-
less rollback of their gains. The end of the Civil War and Reconstruction was greeted with the Black 
Codes and Jim Crow; the Supreme Court’s landmark 1954 Brown v. Board of Education decision was 
met with the shutting down of public schools throughout the South while taxpayer dollars financed 
segregated white private schools; the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Voting Rights Act of 1965 triggered 
a coded but powerful response, the so-called Southern Strategy and the War on Drugs that disenfran-
chised millions of African Americans while propelling presidents Nixon and Reagan into the White 
House. Anderson pulls back the veil that has long covered actions made in the name of protecting 
democracy, fiscal responsibility, or protection against fraud, rendering visible the long lineage of white 
rage. Compelling and dramatic in the unimpeachable history it relates, White Rage will add an import-
ant new dimension to the national conversation about race in America.

© Dave Wetty @ Cloud 
Prime Photography
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On the Run 
Fugitive Life in an American City

Alice Goffman 

“A remarkable feat of reporting . . . The level of detail 
in this book and Goffman’s ability to understand her 
subjects’ motivations are astonishing—and riveting.” 
              —The New York Times Book Review

Hailed as an “extraordinary new book” (Malcolm Gladwell, The New Yorker), Alice Goffman’s on-
the-ground account documents the effects of the American criminal justice system in a predom-

inately African-American neighborhood in Philadelphia. Forty years in, the War on Drugs has done 
almost nothing to prevent drugs from being sold or used, but it has nonetheless created a little-known 
surveillance state in America’s most disadvantaged neighborhoods. Arrest quotas and high-tech sur-
veillance techniques criminalize entire blocks, and transform the very associations that should stabilize 
young lives—family, relationships, jobs—into liabilities, as the police use such relationships to track 
down suspects, demand information, and threaten consequences. Goffman spent six years living in one 
such neighborhood in Philadelphia, and her close observations and often harrowing stories reveal the 
pernicious effects of this pervasive policing. Goffman introduces us to an unforgettable cast of young 
African American men who are caught up in this web of warrants and surveillance—some of them 
small-time drug dealers, others just ordinary guys dealing with limited choices.

Picador
Paperback • 304 pp • $16.00
ISBN: 9781250065667

 e-book

Alice Goffman is assistant professor of sociol-
ogy at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
For more information, please watch Goffman’s 
TED Talk, How We’re Priming Some Kids for 
College—and Others for Prison. She lives in 
Madison, Wisconsin.

Selected for First-Year Experience programs at California State University, East Bay 

© Ricardo Barnes
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Bloomsbury Press
Paperback • 384 pp • $18.00
ISBN: 9781620402528

Sam Quinones is a journalist, author and 
storyteller whose two acclaimed books of narrative 
nonfiction about Mexico and Mexican immi-
gration—True Tales From Another Mexico and 
Antonio’s Gun and Delfino’s Dream—made him, 
according to the San Francisco Chronicle, “the 
most original writer on Mexico and the border.” 
He lives in Los Angeles.

Dreamland 
The True Tale of America’s Opiate 
Epidemic

Sam Quinones

Winner of the National Book Critics 
Circle Award

“A brisk and startling new book on painkiller and hero-
in addiction in the United States.” 
                  —Matt Pearce, Los Angeles Times 

In 1929, in the blue-collar city of Portsmouth, Ohio, a company built a swimming pool the size of a 
football field; named Dreamland, it became the vital center of the community. Now, addiction has 

devastated Portsmouth, as it has hundreds of small rural towns and suburbs across America. How that 
happened is the riveting story of Dreamland. Acclaimed journalist Sam Quinones weaves together two 
classic tales of capitalism run amok whose unintentional collision has been catastrophic. The unfettered 
prescribing of pain medications during the 1990s reached its peak in Purdue Pharma’s campaign to 
market OxyContin, its new, expensive—extremely addictive—miracle painkiller. Meanwhile, a massive 
influx of black tar heroin—cheap, potent, and originating from one small county on Mexico’s west coast, 
independent of any drug cartel—assaulted small towns and mid-sized cities across the country, driven 
by a brilliant, almost unbeatable marketing and distribution system. Together these phenomena con-
tinue to lay waste to communities from Tennessee to Oregon, Indiana to New Mexico. Introducing a 
memorable cast of characters—pharma pioneers, young Mexican entrepreneurs, narcotics investigators, 
survivors, and parents—Quinones shows how these tales fit together. Dreamland is a revelatory account 
of the corrosive threat facing America and its heartland.
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Henry Holt and Co.
Hardcover • 256 pp • $26.00

ISBN: 9781627795135

Paperback available in April 2017 

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

Eric Fair, an Army veteran, worked in Iraq 
as a contract interrogator in 2004. He won a 
Pushcart Prize for his 2012 essay “Consequence,” 
which was published first in Ploughshares 
and then in Harper’s Magazine. His op-eds on 
interrogation have also been published in The 
Washington Post and The New York Times. He 
lives in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.

Consequence  
A Memoir

Eric Fair

“An important personal perspective is now provided by 
Eric Fair’s candid and chilling new book, Consequence, 
which is at once an agonized confession of his own 
complicity as an interrogator at Abu Ghraib and an 
indictment of the system that enabled and tried to 
justify torture . . . [A] profoundly unsettling book.” 
     —Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times 

© Amy Cramer

Consequence is the story of Eric Fair, a kid who grew up in the shadows of crumbling Bethlehem 
Steel plants nurturing a strong faith and a belief that he was called to serve his country. It is a sto-

ry of a man who chases his own demons from Egypt, where he served as an Army translator, to a deten-
tion center in Iraq, to seminary at Princeton, and eventually, to a heart transplant ward at the University 
of Pennsylvania. In 2004, after several months as an interrogator with a private contractor in Iraq, Fair’s 
nightmares take new forms: first, there had been the shrinking dreams; now the liquid dreams begin. By 
the time he leaves Iraq after that first deployment, Fair will have participated in or witnessed a variety 
of aggressive interrogation techniques including sleep deprivation, stress positions, diet manipulation, 
exposure, and isolation. Years later, his health and marriage crumbling, haunted by the role he played 
in what we now know as “enhanced interrogation,” it is his desire to speak out that becomes a key to 
his survival. Spare and haunting, Fair’s memoir is both a brave, unrelenting confession and a book that 
questions the very depths of who he, and we as a country, have become.

Selected for First-Year Experience programs  at Ethical Culture Fieldston Upper School (NY) 

C
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Farrar, Straus and Giroux 
Hardcover • 496 pp • $28.00
ISBN: 9780374273538

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

Thomas L. Friedman is a three-time recipient 
of the Pulitzer Prize for his work with The New 
York Times and the author of six bestselling 
books, including The World Is Flat, Hot, Flat, 
and Crowded, and That Used to Be Us (co-writ-
ten with Michael Mandelbaum). He lives in 
Bethesda, Maryland, with his family.

Thank You for 
Being Late 
An Optimist’s Guide to Thriving in 
the Age of Accelerations

Thomas L. Friedman

With his trademark vitality, wit, and optimism, Thom-
as L. Friedman (author of The World Is Flat and Hot, 
Flat, and Crowded) returns with an essential field guide 
to the twenty-first century. 

© Ralph Alswang

In this new book, Thomas L. Friedman exposes the tectonic movements that are reshaping the world 
today and explains how to get the most out of them and cushion their worst impacts. You will never 

look at the world the same way again after you read this book: how you understand the news, the work 
you do, the education your students need, the investments your employer has to make, and the mor-
al and geopolitical choices our country has to navigate will all be refashioned by Friedman’s original 
analysis. His thesis: to understand the twenty-first century, you need to understand that the planet’s 
three largest forces—Moore’s law (technology); the Market (globalization); and Mother Nature (climate 
change and biodiversity loss)—are accelerating all at once. These accelerations are transforming five 
key realms: the workplace, politics, geopolitics, ethics, and community. Thank You for Being Late is a 
work of contemporary history that serves as a field manual for how to write and think about this era of 
accelerations. It’s also an argument for “being late”—for pausing to appreciate this amazing historical 
epoch we’re passing through and reflecting on its possibilities and dangers. Friedman shows that we can 
overcome the multiple stresses of an age of accelerations—if we slow down, if we dare to be late and use 
the time to reimagine work, politics, and community. This is Friedman’s most ambitious book—and an 
essential guide to the present and the future.

C
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Farrar, Straus and Giroux
Hardcover • 320 pp • $26.00

ISBN: 9780374274788

 e-book

Pankaj Mishra is the author of From the Ruins 
of Empire and several other books. He is a 
columnist at Bloomberg View and The New York 
Times Book Review, and writes regularly for The 
Guardian, the London Review of Books, and The 
New Yorker. 

Age of Anger 
A History of the Present

Pankaj Mishra

Pankaj Mishra, one of our most important public 
intellectuals, reveals the hidden history of our current 
global crisis. 

Modernity, secularism, development, and progress have long been viewed by the powerful few as 
benign ideals for the many. Today, however, botched experiments in nation-building, democracy, 

industrialization, and urbanization visibly scar much of the world. As once happened in Europe, the 
wider embrace of revolutionary politics, mass movements, technology, the pursuit of wealth, and indi-
vidualism has cast billions adrift in a literally demoralized world. It was from among the ranks of the 
disaffected and the spiritually disorientated, that the militants of the nineteenth century arose—angry 
young men who became cultural nationalists in Germany, messianic revolutionaries in Russia, bellicose 
chauvinists in Italy, and anarchist terrorists internationally. Many more people today, unable to fulfill the 
promises—freedom, stability, and prosperity—of a globalized economy, are increasingly susceptible to 
demagogues and their simplifications. A common reaction among them is intense hatred of supposed 
villains, the invention of enemies, attempts to recapture a lost golden age, unfocused fury and self- 
empowerment through spectacular violence. In Age of Anger, Pankaj Mishra explores the origins of the 
great wave of paranoid hatreds that seem inescapable in our close-knit world—from American 
“shooters” and ISIS to Trump, Modi, and racism and misogyny on social media.

© Nina Subin
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Hardcover • 240 pp • $26.00
ISBN: 9781250064127

 e-book

Caring Economics 
Conversations on Altruism and 
Compassion, Between Scientists, 
Economists, and the Dalai Lama

Edited by Tania Singer and 
Matthieu Ricard

With a Foreword by His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama

“This work will be appreciated by readers who believe 
that human beings can and do act beyond their own 
self-interest—even in the economic sphere.” 
                            —Library Journal 

Can the hyperambitious, bottom-line-driven practices of the global economy incorporate compas-
sion into the pursuit of wealth? Or is economics driven solely by materialism and self-interest? In 

Caring Economics, experts consider these questions alongside the Dalai Lama in a wide-ranging, 
scientific-based discussion on economics and altruism. Begun in 1987, the Mind and Life Institute 
arose out of a series of conferences held with the Dalai Lama and a range of scientists that sought to 
form a connection between the empiricism of contemporary scientific inquiry and the contemplative, 
compassion-based practices of Buddhism. Caring Economics is based on a conference held by the Mind 
and Life Institute in Zurich in which experts from all over the world gathered to discuss the possibility 
of having a global economy focused on compassion and altruism. Each chapter consists of a presen-
tation by an expert in the field, followed by a discussion with the Dalai Lama in which he offers his 
response and his own unique insights on the subject. In this provocative and inspiring book, learn how 
wealth doesn’t need to be selfish, how in fact, empathy and compassion may be the path to a healthier 
world economy.

Tania Singer is the director of the Department of Social Neuroscience 
at the Max Planck Institute for Human Cognitive and Brain Sciences in 
Leipzig, Germany.

Matthieu Ricard is a French Buddhist monk who resides at Schechen 
Tennyi Dargyeling Monastery in Nepal. He is the author of many 
bestselling titles, including The Monk and the Philosopher and 
The Quantum and the Lotus.



29

N
O

N
F

IC
T

IO
N

Daniel Connolly has reported on Mexican 
immigration to the U.S. South for several news 
organizations, including the Associated Press 
and The Commercial Appeal (Memphis). The 
winner of numerous journalism prizes, he has 
received grants and fellowships from the Pulitzer 
Center on Crisis Reporting, the International 
Center for Journalists, and the Fulbright 
program. He lives in Memphis, Tennessee.

The Book of Isaias 
A Child of Hispanic Immigrants Seeks 
His Own America

Daniel Connolly

“The Book of Isaias is a compassionate and well-told 
tale from Tennessee. Daniel Connolly has placed his 
reporting muscles at the service of a hard-working 
Mexican family and their smart son, and borne witness 
to their noble struggles.”—Héctor Tobar, author of 
Deep Down Dark

St. Martin’s Press
Hardcover • 272 pp • $26.99

ISBN: 9781250083067

 e-book

© Jacobo Parra

In a green town in the middle of America, a bright 18-year-old Hispanic student named Isaias Ramos 
sets out on the journey to college. Isaias is the hope of Kingsbury High in Memphis, a school where 

many students have difficulty reading. But Kingsbury’s dysfunction, expensive college fees, and forms 
printed in a language that’s foreign to his parents are all obstacles in the way of getting him to a univer-
sity. Isaias also doubts the value of college and says he might go to work in his family’s painting business 
after high school, despite his academic potential. Is Isaias making a rational choice? Or does he simply 
hope to avoid pain by deferring dreams that may not come to fruition? This is what journalist Daniel 
Connolly attempts to uncover in The Book of Isaias as he follows Isaias, peers into a tumultuous final year 
of high school, and, eventually, shows how adults intervene in the hopes of changing Isaias’s life. Every 
day, children of immigrants make decisions about their lives that will shape our society and economy 
for generations. This engaging, poignant book captures an American microcosm and illustrates broader 
challenges for our collective future.
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Farrar, Straus and Giroux
Paperback • 224 pp • $14.00
ISBN: 9780374536381

 e-book

 audiobook

Gamelife
A Memoir

Michael W. Clune

“Beyond the brilliant observations that seem to pop up 
on every page, the scenes of Clune’s childhood make 
for equally compelling reading, dramatically rendered 
as they are in rich novelistic prose.” 
                —Christopher Urban, The Millions

You have been awakened. Floppy disk inserted, computer turned on, a whirring, and then this 
sentence, followed by a blinking cursor. So begins Suspended, the first computer game to obsess 

seven-year-old Michael, to worm into his head and change his sense of reality. Thirty years later he will 
write: “Computer games have taught me the things you can’t learn from people.” Gamelife is the memoir 
of a childhood transformed by technology. Afternoons spent gazing at pixelated maps and mazes train 
Michael’s eyes for the uncanny side of 1980s suburban Illinois. A game about pirates yields clues to the 
drama of cafeteria politics and locker-room hazing. And in the year of his parents’ divorce, a spaceflight 
simulator opens a hole in reality. In telling the story of his youth through seven computer games, 
Michael W. Clune captures the part of childhood we live alone.

Michael W. Clune is a professor of English 
at Case Western Reserve University. He is the 
author of the memoir White Out: The Secret Life 
of Heroin and of two scholarly books, Ameri-
can Literature in the Free Market and Writing 
Against Time.

© Lauren Voss
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Keep It Fake 
Inventing an Authentic Life

Eric G. Wilson

“[A] terrific new philosophical investigation.” 
 —Clancy Martin, The New York Times Book Review

Sarah Crichton Books/FSG 
Paperback • 240 pp • $17.00

ISBN: 9780374536121

 e-book

Eric G. Wilson is the Thomas H. Pritchard 
Professor of English at Wake Forest University 
in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. He is the 
author of Everyone Loves a Good Train Wreck, 
Against Happiness, The Mercy of Eternity, and 
five books on the relationship between literature 
and psychology.

Shoot straight from the hip. Tell it like it is. Keep it real. We love these commands, especially in 
America, because they appeal to what we want to believe: that there’s an authentic self to which we 

can be true. But while we mock Tricky Dick and Slick Willie, we’re inventing identities on Facebook, 
paying thousands for plastic surgeries, and tuning in to news that simply verifies our opinions. Reality 
bites, after all, and becoming disillusioned is a downer. Eric G. Wilson investigates this phenomenon. 
He draws on neuroscience, psychology, sociology, philosophy, art, film, literature, and his own life to 
explore the possibility that there’s no such thing as unwavering reality. Whether our left brains are 
shaping the raw data of our right into fabulous stories or we’re so saturated by society’s conventions that 
we’re always acting out prefab scripts, we can’t help but be phony. But is that really so bad? Our ability 
to remake ourselves into the people we want to be, or at least remake ourselves to look like the people 
we want to be, is in fact a magical process that can be liberating in its own way. Because if we’re all a 
bunch of fakes, shouldn’t we embrace that? And if everything really is fake, then doesn’t the fake become 
real—really? In lively prose, Keep It Fake answers these questions, uncovering bracing truths about what 
it means to be human and helping us turn our necessary lying into artful living.

© Ken Bennett
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Selected for First-Year Experience programs at University of Michigan College of Literatures, Science, and the Arts

Flatiron Books 
Paperback • 320 pp • $16.99
ISBN: 9781250068866

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

Dan Marshall grew up in Salt Lake City, Utah 
and attended UC Berkeley. After college, Dan 
worked at a strategic communications public 
relations firm in Los Angeles. He left work and 
returned to Salt Lake City to take care of his 
sick parents. Home Is Burning is his first book.

Home Is Burning
A Memoir

Dan Marshall

“A funny, reassuring tonic to anyone who has had cause 
to doubt their own caring abilities.” 
                   —Entertainment Weekly 

© Sharon Suh

At twenty five years old, Dan Marshall is living the dream life in sunny Los Angeles. Until his 
mother calls, Dan thought things were going great at home; but, it turns out, his mom’s cancer, 

which she had battled throughout his childhood with tenacity, is back. And to add insult to injury, his 
loving father has been diagnosed with ALS. Dan is now headed home to Salt Lake City, Utah. Never 
has there been a more reluctant family reunion: His older sister is resentful, having stayed closer to 
home to bear the brunt of their mother’s illness. His younger brother comes to lend a hand, giving up a 
journalism career and evenings cruising Chicago gay bars. His next younger sister, a sullen teenager, is a 
rebel with a cause. And his baby sister—through it all—can only think about her beloved dance troop. 
They put their petty differences aside and form Team Terminal, battling their parents’ illnesses as best 
they can, when not otherwise distracted by the chaos that follows them wherever they go. As Dan steps 
into his role as caregiver, wheelchair wrangler, and sibling referee, he watches pieces of his previous life 
slip away, and comes to realize that the further you stretch the ties that bind, the tighter they hold you 
together.

C
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The Sound 
of Gravel 
A Memoir

Ruth Wariner

“[A] powerful and poignant memoir about growing up 
in a polygamist community.” —People 

Flatiron Books
Paperback • 352 pp • $16.99 

ISBN: 9781250077707

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

Ruth Wariner lives in Portland, Oregon. After 
Wariner left Colonia LeBaron, the polyga-
mist Mormon colony where she grew up, she 
moved to California, where she raised her three 
youngest sisters. After earning her GED, she put 
herself through college and graduate school, 
eventually becoming a high school Spanish 
teacher. She remains close to her siblings and is 
happily married. 

Ruth Wariner was the thirty-ninth of her father’s forty-two children. Growing up on a farm in 
rural Mexico, where authorities turn a blind eye to the practices of her community, Ruth lives in 

a ramshackle house without indoor plumbing or electricity. At church, preachers teach that God will 
punish the wicked by destroying the world and that women can only ascend to Heaven by entering into 
polygamous marriages and giving birth to as many children as possible. After Ruth’s father—the man 
who had been the founding prophet of the colony—is brutally murdered by his brother in a bid for 
church power, her mother remarries, becoming the second wife of another faithful congregant. In need 
of government assistance and supplemental income, Ruth and her siblings are carted back and forth 
between Mexico and the United States, where Ruth’s mother collects welfare and her stepfather works 
a variety of odd jobs. Ruth comes to love the time she spends in the States, realizing that perhaps the 
community into which she was born is not the right one for her. As she begins to doubt her family’s 
beliefs and question her mother’s choices, she struggles to balance her fierce love for her siblings with 
her determination to forge a better life for herself. Recounted from the innocent and hopeful perspec-
tive of a child, The Sound of Gravel is the remarkable memoir of one girl’s fight for peace and love.

© James Reynolds C
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Thomas Dunne Books/

SMP
Hardcover • 336 pp • $27.99
ISBN: 9781250079541

 e-book

Paperback available in May 2017

Peter Willcox has been a Captain for Green-
peace for over 30 years—the most experienced 
captain in the organization. He has led the most 
compelling and dangerous Greenpeace actions 
to bring international attention to the destruc-
tion of our environment.

Ron Weiss is a marketing and communications 
consultant with a background in branding, 
advertising, and marketing strategy. He has 
worked with many of the biggest companies in 
the world, including IBM, BMW, Virgin 
Atlantic, and others.

Greenpeace 
Captain
My Adventures in Protecting the 
Future of Our Planet

Peter Willcox with 
Ronald B. Weiss

“Willcox raises important environmental awareness and 
celebrates Greenpeace exploits, which should inspire 
like-minded activists.”—Kirkus Reviews 

© Greenpeace

Peter Willcox has been a Captain for Greenpeace for over 30 years. He would never call himself 
a hero, but he is recognized on every ocean and continent for devoting his entire life to saving 

the planet. He has led the most compelling and dangerous Greenpeace actions to bring international 
attention to the destruction of our environment. From the globally televised imprisonment of his crew, 
the “Arctic 30,” by Russian Commandos to international conspiracies involving diamond smuggling, 
gun-trading and al-Qaeda, Willcox has braved the unimaginable and triumphed. This is his story—
which begins when he was a young man sailing with Pete Seeger and continues right up to his becom-
ing the iconic environmentalist he is today. His daring adventures and courageous determination will 
inspire readers everywhere.
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Henry Holt and Co. 
Hardcover • 272 pp • $27.00

ISBN: 9781250113467

 e-book

Jonathan Starr founded and led the private in-
vestment firm Flagg Street Capital, worked as an 
analyst at SAB Capital Management and Blavin 
and Company, Inc., and as a research associate 
within the Taxable Bond Division at Fidelity 
Investments. His work in Somaliland has been 
written about in The New York Times, The Wall 
Street Journal, Bloomberg Business Week, CNN, 
and The Christian Science Monitor.

It Takes a School 
The Extraordinary Story of an 
American School in the World’s 
#1 Failed State

Jonathan Starr

An inspiring story of how an American hedge fund 
manager created a unique school in Somaliland whose 
students, against all odds, have come to achieve success 
beyond anyone’s wildest dreams.

Jonathan Starr, once a cutthroat hedge fund manager, is not your traditional do-gooder, and in 2009, 
when he decided to found Abaarso, a secondary school in Somaliland, the choice seemed crazy to 

even his closest friends. “Why,” they wondered, “would he turn down a life of relative luxury to relocate 
to an armed compound in a breakaway region of the world’s #1 failed state?” It Takes a School is the story 
of how an abstract vision became a transformative reality, as Starr set out to build a school in a place 
forgotten by the world. It is the story of a skeptical and clan-based society learning to give way to trust. 
And it’s the story of the students themselves, including a boy from a family of nomads who took off on 
his own in search of an education, and a girl who waged a hunger strike in order to convince her strict 
parents to send her to Abaarso. Abaarso has placed forty graduates and counting in American universi-
ties, from Harvard to MIT, and sends Somaliland a clear message: its children can compete with anyone 
in the world. Now the initial question Starr was asked demands another: “If such a success can happen 
in an unrecognized breakaway region of Somalia, can it not happen anywhere?”

© Patrick Adams
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St. Martin’s Press
Hardcover • 256 pp • $26.99
ISBN: 9781250069924

 e-book

C. Nicole Mason is the Executive Director of 
the Center for Research and Policy in the Public 
Interest (CR2PI) and she has taught at Spelman 
College and New York University. Her writing 
and commentary has appeared in major news-
papers and outlets across the country, including 
MSNBC, CNN, The Nation, The Miami Herald, 
and numerous NPR affiliates, among others.

Born Bright
A Young Girl’s Journey from 
Nothing to Something in 
America

C. Nicole Mason

“I’m glad that Mason wrote this urgent memoir, show-
ing not only what poverty looks like but what it feels 
like as well . . . You will be far better off after having 
read Born Bright, not just because it’s a powerful story, 
but also because it’s one so seldom heard.” —Essence 

© Dewayne Rogers 
Photography

Born in the 1970s in Los Angeles, California, C. Nicole Mason was raised by a beautiful, but volatile 
16-year-old single mother. Early on, she learned to navigate between an unpredictable home life 

and school where she excelled. By high school, Mason was seamlessly straddling two worlds. The first, 
a cocoon of familiarity where street smarts, toughness, and the ability to survive won the day. The other, 
foreign and unfamiliar with its own set of rules, not designed for her success. After moving to Las Vegas 
to live with her paternal grandmother, she worked nights at a food court in one of the Mega Casinos 
while finishing school. Having figured out the college application process by eavesdropping on the few 
white students in her predominantly Black and Latino school along with the help of a long ago high 
school counselor, Mason eventually boarded a plane for Howard University, alone and with $200 in her 
pocket. While showing us her own path out of poverty, Mason examines the conditions that make it 
nearly impossible to escape and exposes the presumption harbored by many—that the poor don’t help 
themselves enough.
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Sarah Crichton Books/FSG 
Paperback • 240 pp • $13.00

ISBN: 9780374531263

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

Ishmael Beah is a UNICEF Ambassador 
and Advocate for Children Affected by War; a 
member of the Human Rights Watch Children’s 
Rights Advisory Committee; and president 
of the Ishmael Beah Foundation. Radiance of 
Tomorrow, his first novel, is also published by 
Sarah Crichton Books. You can follow him on 
Twitter at @IshmaelBeah.

A Long Way Gone
Memoirs of a Boy Soldier

Ishmael Beah

“[Beah’s] honesty is exacting, and a testament to the 
ability of children ‘to outlive their sufferings, if given a 
chance.’” —The New Yorker

This is how wars are fought now: by children, hopped-up on drugs and wielding AK-47s. At the age 
of twelve, Beah fled attacking rebels in Sierra Leone and wandered a land rendered unrecognizable 

by violence. By thirteen, he had been picked up by the government army, and Beah, at heart a gentle boy, 
found that he was capable of truly terrible acts. At sixteen, he was removed from fighting by UNICEF, 
and through the help of the staff at his rehabilitation center, he learned how to forgive himself, to regain 
his humanity, and finally, to heal. “Everyone in the world should read this book. Not just because it 
contains an amazing story, or because it’s our moral, bleeding-heart duty, or because it’s clearly written.
We should read it to learn about the world and about what it means to be human.”—Carolyn See, 
The Washington Post Book World

© John Madere

Selected for over 65 First-Year Experience programs, most recently at Appalachian State University (NC), 
Pennsylvania State University, Abington, University of Kentucky, and Valparaiso University (IN)
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Selected for over 80 First-Year Experience programs, most recently at Bates College (ME), Elmhurst College (IL), Medaille 
College (NY), and Morehead State University (KY)

Picador
Paperback • 320 pp • $16.00
ISBN: 9780805086584

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

This I Believe 
The Personal Philosophies of 
Remarkable Men and Women

Edited by Jay Allison and 
Dan Gediman

Foreword by Studs Terkel

Introduction by Jay Allison

“This cumulative effect of these ‘personal credos’ is 
inspiring and invigorating.”  
                            —Elizabeth Taylor, Chicago Tribune

Based on the National Public Radio series of the same name, this book features eighty essayists—
from the famous to the unknown—completing the thought that begins the book’s title. Each 

piece compels readers to rethink not only how they have arrived at their own personal beliefs but also 
the extent to which they share them with others. Featuring a well-known list of contributors—includ-
ing Isabel Allende, Colin Powell, Gloria Steinem, William F. Buckley Jr., Penn Jillette, Bill Gates, and 
John Updike—the collection also contains essays by a Brooklyn lawyer; a part-time hospital clerk from 
Rehoboth, Massachusetts; a woman who sells Yellow Pages advertising in Fort Worth, Texas; and a man 
who serves on the state of Rhode Island’s parole board. The result is a trip inside the minds and hearts 
of a diverse group of people whose beliefs—and the incredibly varied ways in which they choose to 
express them—reveal the American spirit at its best. Included are guidelines for students writing their 
own This I Believe essays.

C
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Selected for nearly 30 First-Year Experience programs, most recently at LIM College (NY), Marietta College (OH), Middle 
Tennessee State University, and Tennessee Tech University

Picador
Paperback • 288 pp • $16.00

ISBN: 9780805090895

 e-book

 audiobook

Jay Allison is an independent broadcast journalist and a 
six-time Peabody Award winner. He hosted and produced 
This I Believe on NPR and is the founder of the public radio 
station on Cape Cod.

Dan Gediman is currently the Executive Director of This I 
Believe, Inc., a non-profit organization based in Louisville, 
Kentucky. More information about This I Believe can be 
found at thisibelieve.org.

This I Believe II
More Personal Philosophies of 
Remarkable Men and Women 

Edited by Jay Allison and 
Dan Gediman with John 
Gregory and Viki Merrick

“By turns moving, thoughtful, cheering and heart-
breaking, in an age of irony these essays offer a little 
something to believe in.”   
        —Colette Bancroft, St. Petersburg Times

This second collection of This I Believe essays gathers seventy-five more essayists—both writers 
known and unknown—who complete the thought that begins in the book’s title. Among the 

contributors are musicians Yo-Yo Ma and Bela Fleck, Elie Wiesel, the founder Craigslist.org, and an 
anthropology student at the University of Chicago. Each piece, whether poignant or humorous, compels 
the reader to think about how they have formed their own personal beliefs and about the extent to 
which they express them to others. Readers will also find wonderful and surprising essays about forgive-
ness, personal integrity, and honoring life and change. Here is a welcome, stirring, and provocative com-
munion with the minds and hearts of a diverse, new group of people—whose beliefs and the remarkably 
varied ways in which they choose to express them reveal the American spirit at its best. This edition also 
contains an appendix on how to write a This I Believe essay.
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Picador
Paperback • 208 pp • $16.00
ISBN: 9781250024084

 e-book

Eyal Press is the author of Absolute 
Convictions. His work has appeared in 
The New York Review of Books, The New York 
Times Magazine, The Nation, The Raritan 
Review, and numerous other publications. 
He lives in New York City.

Beautiful Souls 
The Courage and Conscience of 
Ordinary People in Extraordinary 
Times

Eyal Press

“[Beautiful Souls] provides rich, provocative narratives 
of moral choice . . . Press makes us wonder if we would 
have the strength to act against the crowd, and in so 
doing spread a bit of light in our own dark times.” 
       —The Washington Post

© Todd France

History has produced many specimens of the banality of evil, but what about its flip side, what 
impels ordinary people to defy the sway of authority and convention? Through these dramatic 

stories of unlikely resisters, Beautiful Souls shows that the boldest acts of dissent are often carried out 
not only by radicals seeking to overthrow the system but also by true believers who cling with unusual 
fierceness to their convictions. On the Swiss border with Austria in 1938, a police captain refuses to 
enforce a law barring Jewish refugees from entering his country. In the Balkans half a century later, a 
Serb from the war-blasted city of Vukovar defies his superiors in order to save the lives of Croats. At 
the height of the Second Intifada, a member of Israel’s most elite military unit informs his commander 
he doesn’t want to serve in the occupied territories. Drawing on groundbreaking research by moral psy-
chologists and neuroscientists, this deeply reported work of narrative journalism examines the choices 
and dilemmas we all face when our principles collide with the loyalties we harbor and the duties we are 
expected to fulfill.

Selected for 8 First-Year Experience programs, most recently at Pennsylvania State University, Queens University (NC), and 
Washington College (MD)
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Farrar, Straus and Giroux
Paperback • 320 pp • $15.00

ISBN: 9780374532505

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

Michael J. Sandel is the Anne T. and Robert 
M. Bass Professor of Government at Harvard 
University. His work has been the subject of 
television series on PBS and the BBC.

Justice
What’s the Right Thing to Do?

Michael J. Sandel

“Reading Justice by Michael Sandel is an intoxicating 
invitation to take apart and examine how we arrive at 
our notions of right and wrong.” 
        —The Plain Dealer (Cleveland)

© Stephanie Mitchell

This book is an exploration of the meaning of justice, one that invites readers of all political persua-
sions to consider familiar controversies in fresh and illuminating ways. Affirmative action, same-

sex marriage, physician-assisted suicide, abortion, national service, patriotism and dissent, the moral lim-
its of markets Michael J. Sandel dramatizes the challenge of thinking through these conflicts, and shows 
how a surer grasp of philosophy can help us make sense of politics, morality, and our own convictions 
as well. Sandel’s “Justice” course is one of the most popular and influential at Harvard. Up to a thousand 
students pack the campus theater to hear Sandel relate the big questions of political philosophy to the 
most vexing issues of the day. Justice offers readers the same journey that captivates Harvard students. 
“More than exhilarating; exciting in its ability to persuade this student/reader, time and again, that the 
principle now being invoked—on this page, in this chapter—is the one to deliver the sufficiently inclu-
sive guide to the making of a decent life.”—Vivian Gornick, Boston Review

Selected for 8 First-Year Experience programs, most recently at Culver-Stockton College (MO), Sacred Heart University (CT), 
and University of Cinncinati (OH)
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Flatiron Books 
Hardcover • 272 pp • $25.99
ISBN: 9781250075727

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

Glennon Doyle Melton is the author of the 
bestseller Carry On, Warrior and founder of the 
online community Momastery. She is also the 
creator and president of Together Rising, a non-
profit organization that has raised close to five 
million dollars for families around the world 
through its Love Flash Mobs. Her work has 
been featured on The TODAY Show and NPR; 
in The New York Times, Ladies’ Home Journal, 
Newsweek, and The Huffington Post; and in 
other television and print outlets. Glennon lives 
in Florida with her family.

Love Warrior 
A Memoir

Glennon Doyle Melton

“A book with so much painful truth packed into its 
pages that every person who’s ever married or plans to 
marry should really give it a read . . . It’s a beautiful 
lesson for each of us who takes on the responsibili-
ty and privilege of partnering and parenting: Do it 
authentically.” —Chicago Tribune 

© Amy Paulson

Just when Glennon Doyle Melton was beginning to feel she had it all figured out—three happy 
children, a doting spouse, and a successful writing career—her husband revealed his infidelity and she 

was forced to realize that nothing was as it seemed. A recovering alcoholic and bulimic, Glennon found 
that rock bottom was a familiar place. In the midst of crisis, she knew to hold on to what she discovered 
in recovery: that her deepest pain has always held within it an invitation to a richer life. Love Warrior is 
the story of one marriage, but it is also the story of the healing that is possible for any of us when we re-
fuse to settle for good enough and begin to face pain and love head-on. This astonishing memoir reveals 
how our ideals of masculinity and femininity can make it impossible for a man and a woman to truly 
know one another—and it captures the beauty that unfolds when one couple commits to unlearning 
everything they’ve been taught so that they can finally, after thirteen years of marriage, fall in love. This 
chronicle of a beautiful, brutal journey speaks to anyone who yearns for deeper, truer relationships and a 
more abundant, authentic life.

C
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Picador
Paperback • 288 pp • $16.00

ISBN: 9781250118158

 e-book

Ken Corbett is Clinical Assistant Professor at 
the New York University Postdoctoral 
Program in Psychoanalysis and Psychotherapy. 
He maintains a private practice in New York 
City and consults internationally. His writings 
and interviews about gender, sexuality, art, and 
psychotherapy appear in academic journals as 
well as in magazines, newspapers, websites, and 
on television.

A Murder Over 
a Girl
Justice, Gender, Junior High

Ken Corbett

“Corbett’s relentlessly open mind is rewarding for the 
reader. His compassion, in the end, leads him to places 
he did not expect to go.” 
               —The New York Times Book Review

On Feb. 12, 2008, at E. O. Green Junior High in Oxnard, California, fourteen-year-old Brandon 
McInerney shot and killed his classmate, Larry King, who had recently begun to call himself 

“Leticia” and wear makeup and jewelry to school. Profoundly shaken by the news, and unsettled by 
media coverage that sidestepped the issues of gender identity and of race integral to the case, psycholo-
gist Ken Corbett traveled to Los Angeles to attend the trial. As visions of victim and perpetrator were 
woven and unwoven in the theater of the courtroom, a haunting picture emerged not only of the two 
young teenagers, but also of spectators altered by an atrocity and of a community that had unwittingly 
gestated a murder. Drawing on firsthand observations, extensive interviews and research, as well as on 
his decades of academic work on gender and sexuality, Corbett holds each murky facet of this case up 
to the light, exploring the fault lines of memory and the lacunae of uncertainty behind facts. Deeply 
compassionate, and brimming with wit and acute insight, A Murder Over a Girl is a riveting and 
stranger-than-fiction drama of the human psyche.

© Matthu Placek
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Hill and Wang
Paperback • 192 pp • $17.00
ISBN: 9780809093694

Sid Jacobson and Ernie Colón are the cre-
ators of The 9/11 Report: A Graphic Adaptation, 
After 9/11, and Anne Frank: The Anne Frank 
House Authorized Graphic Biography.

Three-Fifths 
a Man 
A Graphic History of the African 
American Experience

Sid Jacobson and 
Ernie Colón

A graphic history of the African American 
experience—from the first African slaves arriving in 
Jamestown in 1619 to President Barack Obama and 
the Black Lives Matter movement.

© Shure Lifton

In Three-Fifths a Man, Sid Jacobson and Ernie ColÓn highlight the key events in African American 
history, taking us from the sixteenth-century Atlantic slave trade to the election of Barack Obama 

and the Black Lives Matter movement. Through richly drawn four-color illustrations and concise, 
accessible chapters, Jacobson and ColÓn convey a history of hardship and hope—a painful and neces-
sary process, full of victories and setbacks, from the Amistad mutiny and the Three-Fifths Compromise 
to Brown v. Board of Education and the Scottsboro Boys. Jacobson and ColÓn also explore the pivotal 
moments in American history with attention to the major contributions of African Americans, reshap-
ing our understanding of the American Revolution, the New Deal, and more. And a series of profiles 
of prominent African Americans provides key information about these leaders, who exposed injustice, 
championed freedom, and pushed for change. With vivid illustrations and lucid prose, Three-Fifths a 
Man brings history to life as only the graphic form can.
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Cartoonist Sarah Glidden accompanies her two friends—reporters and founders of a journalism 
non-profit—as they research potential stories on the effects of the Iraq War on the Middle East 

and, specifically, the war’s refugees. Joining the trio is a childhood friend and former Marine whose 
past service in Iraq adds an unexpected and sometimes unwelcome viewpoint, both to the people they 
come across and perhaps even themselves. As the crew works their way through Turkey, Iraq, and Syria, 
Glidden observes the reporters as they ask civilians, refugees, and officials, “Who are you?” Everyone has 
a story to tell: the Iranian blogger, the United Nations refugee administrator, a taxi driver, the Iraqi ref-
ugee deported from the U.S., the Iraqis seeking refuge in Syria, and even the American Marine. Painted 
in her trademark soft, muted watercolors and written with a self-effacing humor, Rolling Blackouts 
cements Glidden’s place as one of today’s most original nonfiction voices.

Drawn & Quarterly
Hardcover • 304 pp • $24.95

ISBN: 9781770462557

Sarah Glidden is the author of How to Under-
stand Israel in 60 Days or Less, published in 2010 
and translated into five languages. Glidden’s 
work has appeared in various newspapers and 
magazines and anthologized in The Best Ameri-
can Comics. She lives in Seattle, Washington.

Rolling Blackouts  
Dispatches from Turkey, Syria, 
and Iraq

Sarah Glidden

“Glidden’s clean, spare cartoons take a behind-the-
scenes approach. Readers expecting a book about the 
region and its recent history may be surprised at how 
many pages are taken up with heartfelt conversations 
on the theme, ‘What is journalism?’” 
                 —Christine Smallwood, Harper’s Magazine  

© Alex Stonehill
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The spirit of our times can appear to be one of joyless urgency. As a culture we have become less 
interested in the exploration of the glorious mind, and more interested in creating and mastering 

technologies that will yield material well-being. In The Givenness of Things, Marilynne Robinson delivers 
an impassioned critique of our contemporary society while arguing that reverence must be given to 
who we are and what we are: creatures of singular interest and value, despite our errors and depreda-
tions. Robinson has plumbed the depths of the human spirit in her award-winning novels, Lila and 
Gilead, and in her new essay collection she trains her incisive mind on our modern predicament and 
the mysteries of faith. These seventeen essays examine the ideas that have inspired and provoked one of 
our finest writers throughout her life. Whether she is investigating how the work of the great thinkers 
of the past, Calvin, Locke, Bonhoeffer—and Shakespeare—can infuse our lives, or calling attention to 
the rise of the self-declared elite in American religious and political life, Robinson’s peerless prose and 
boundless humanity are on display. The Givenness of Things is a necessary call for us to study our cultural 
heritage in search of both wisdom and guidance and to offer grace to one another.

Picador
Paperback • 336 pp • $16.00
ISBN: 9781250097316

 e-book

Marilynne Robinson is the author of the nov-
els Lila, Home, Gilead (winner of the Pulitzer 
Prize), and Housekeeping, and four books of 
nonfiction: When I Was a Child I Read Books, 
Mother Country, The Death of Adam, and 
Absence of Mind. She teaches at the University 
of Iowa Writers’ Workshop.

The Givenness 
of Things
Essays

Marilynne Robinson

With an Interview Between Marilynne 
Robinson and President Obama

“Marilynne Robinson displays the same passionate 
concern with matters of faith that suffuses her majestic 
trilogy of linked novels.”

                  —Wendy Smith, The Boston Globe

© Alec Soth/Magnum 
Photos
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Henry Holt and Co.
Hardcover • 288 pp • $26.00

ISBN: 9781627796743

 e-book

Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. 
Cap., was named archbishop of Philadelphia 
in 2011 by Pope Benedict XVI. As a member 
of the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation, he was 
the second Native American to be ordained a 
bishop in the United States and is the first Native 
American archbishop. Chaput is the author of 
two books—Living the Catholic Faith and Render 
unto Caesar—as well as numerous articles and 
public talks.

Strangers in a 
Strange Land 
Living the Catholic Faith in a 
Post-Christian World

Archbishop Charles 
J. Chaput

A vivid critique of American life today and a guide 
to how Christians—and particularly Catholics—can 
live their faith vigorously, and even with hope, in a 
post-Christian public square. 

With Strangers in a Strange Land, Charles J. Chaput provides a fresh, urgent, and ultimately hope-
ful treatise on the state of Catholicism and Christianity in the United States. America today is 

different in kind, not just in degree, from the past. And this new reality is unlikely to be reversed. The 
reasons include, but aren’t limited to, economic changes that widen the gulf between rich and poor; 
problems in the content and execution of the education system; the decline of traditional religious belief 
among young people; the shift from organized religion among adults to unbelief or individualized spiri-
tualities; changes in legal theory and erosion in respect for civil and natural law; significant demographic 
shifts; profound new patterns in sexual behavior and identity; the growth of federal power and its disre-
gard for religious rights; the growing isolation and elitism of the leadership classes; and the decline of a 
sustaining sense of family and community.

© Sarah Webb/
CatholicPhilly.com.
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In the Hmong tradition, the song poet recounts the story of his people, their history and tragedies, 
joys and losses; extemporizing or drawing on folk tales, he keeps the past alive, invokes the spirits and 

the homeland, and records courtships, births, weddings, and wishes. Kao Kalia Yang now retells the life 
of her father Bee Yang, the song poet, a Hmong refugee in Minnesota, driven from the mountains of 
Laos by American’s Secret War. Bee lost his father as a young boy and keenly felt his orphanhood. He 
would wander from one neighbor to the next, collecting the things they said to each other, whispering 
the words to himself at night until, one day, a song was born. Bee sings the life of his people through the 
war-torn jungle and a Thai refugee camp. But the songs fall away in the cold, bitter world of a Min-
neapolis housing project and on the factory floor until, with the death of Bee’s mother, the songs leave 
him for good. But before they do, Bee, with his poetry, has polished a life of poverty for his children, 
burnished their grim reality so that they might shine. The Song Poet is a love story—of a daughter for her 
father, a father for his children, a people for their land, their traditions, and all that they have lost.

Kao Kalia Yang is the author of The Latehom-
ecomer: A Hmong Family Memoir, which was 
a finalist for the PEN/John Kenneth Galbraith 
Award and the Asian American Literary Award, 
and received the 2009 Minnesota Book Award. 
Her work has been published in the Virginia 
Quarterly and Longreads. She lives in 
Minnesota.

Metropolitan Books 
Hardcover • 288 pp • $27.00
ISBN: 9781627794947

 e-book

Paperback available in May 2017

The Song Poet
A Memoir of My Father

Kao Kalia Yang

“[A] remarkable book . . . The Song Poet reaffirms Yang’s 
status as an exceptional storyteller, one whose work 
reminds us that big, timeless truths reveal themselves 
when we pay attention to small, specific details.”   
                                 —The Star Tribune (Minneapolis)

© Shee Yang
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It’s no secret that millions of American teenagers, caught up in social media, television, movies, and 
games, don’t read seriously—they associate sustained reading with duty or work, not with pleasure. 

Can teenagers be turned on to serious reading? What kind of teachers can do it, and what books? To 
find out, Denby sat in on a tenth-grade English class in a demanding New York public school for an 
entire academic year, and made frequent visits to a troubled inner-city public school in New Haven and 
to a respected public school in Westchester county. He read all the stories, poems, plays, and novels that 
the kids were reading, and creates an impassioned portrait of charismatic teachers at work, classroom 
dramas large and small, and fresh and inspiring encounters with the books themselves, including The 
Scarlet Letter, Brave New World, 1984, Slaughterhouse-Five, Notes From Underground, A Long Way Gone 
and many more. In a sea of bad news about education and the fate of the book, Denby reaffirms the 
power of great teachers and the importance and inspiration of great books.
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Picador
Paperback • 288 pp • $18.00

ISBN: 9781250117038

 e-book

 audiobook
       
       compact disc

David Denby is the author of Great Books, 
American Sucker, Snark, and Do the Movies Have 
a Future? He is a staff writer and former film 
critic for The New Yorker, and his reviews and 
essays have appeared in The New Republic,The 
Atlantic, and New York magazine, among other 
places. He lives in New York City with his wife, 
writer Susan Rieger.

Lit Up
One Reporter. Three Schools. 
Twenty-four Books That Can 
Change Lives.

David Denby

“Denby makes an impassioned case for the critical 
importance of books to the lives of young people.” 

—Dale Russakoff, The New York Times Book Review

© Nina Subin
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Beginning with her experience as a medical actor who was paid to act out symptoms for medical 
students to diagnose, Leslie Jamison’s visceral and revealing essays ask essential questions about 

our basic understanding of others: How should we care about each other? How can we feel another’s 
pain, especially when pain can be assumed, distorted, or performed? Is empathy a tool by which to test 
or even grade each other? By confronting pain—real and imagined, her own and others’—Jamison un-
covers a personal and cultural urgency to feel. She draws from her own experiences of illness and bodily 
injury to engage in an exploration that extends far beyond her life, spanning wide-ranging territory—
from poverty tourism to phantom diseases, street violence to reality television, illness to incarceration—
in its search for a kind of sight shaped by humility and grace. “Jamison writes with sober precision and 
unusual vulnerability, with a tendency to circle back and reexamine, to deconstruct and anticipate the 
limits of her own perspective, and a willingness to make her own medical and psychological history the 
objects of her examinations. Her insights are often piercing and poetic.”—The New Yorker

Graywolf Press
Paperback • 256 pp • $16.00
ISBN: 9781555976712

Leslie Jamison is the author of a novel, The 
Gin Closet, which was a finalist for the Los 
Angeles Times Art Seidenbaum Award for 
First Fiction. Her essays have appeared in 
Believer, Harper’s Magazine, Oxford Ameri-
can, and Tin House. She lives in New Haven, 
Connecticut.

The Empathy 
Exams 
Essays

Leslie Jamison

Winner of the Graywolf Press 
Nonfiction Prize

“[ Jamison] writes consistently with passion and pa-
nache; her sentences are elegantly formed, her voice on 
the page intimate and insistent.” 
      —Phillip Lopate, San Francisco Chronicle

© Colleen Kinder

Selected for First-Year Experience programs at Kalamazoo College (MI); Whitman College (WA)
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In the 1960s, humans took their first steps away from Earth, and for a time our possibilities in space 
seemed endless. But in a time of austerity and in the wake of high-profile disasters like Challenger, 

that dream has ended. In early 2011, Margaret Lazarus Dean traveled to Cape Canaveral for NASA’s 
last three space shuttle launches in order to bear witness to the end of an era. With Dean as our guide to 
Florida’s Space Coast and to the history of NASA, Leaving Orbit takes the measure of what American 
spaceflight has achieved while reckoning with its earlier witnesses, such as Norman Mailer, Tom Wolfe, 
and Oriana Fallaci. Along the way, Dean meets NASA workers, astronauts, and space fans, gathering 
possible answers to the question: What does it mean that a spacefaring nation won’t be going to space 
anymore? “[Leaving Orbit] is an exuberant, wistful account of the author’s repeated schleps from her 
home in Tennessee to swampy Florida, an account interspersed with the history of American spaceflight 
and quotes from its great chroniclers.”—Los Angeles Times

Selected for First-Year Experience programs at University of Tennessee, Knoxville; University of Virginia School of 
Engineering and Applied Science 

Graywolf Press
Paperback • 240 pp • $16.00

ISBN: 9781555977092

Margaret Lazarus Dean is the author of 
The Time It Takes to Fall. She is a recipient of 
fellowships from the NEA and the Tennessee 
Arts Commission and is an associate professor 
of English at the University of Tennessee. She 
lives in Knoxville.

Leaving Orbit 
Notes from the Last Days of 
American Spaceflight

Margaret Lazarus Dean

Winner of the Graywolf Press 
Nonfiction Prize

“A wonderfully evocative new book . . . Ms. Dean writes 
with the passion of a lifelong lover of space explora-
tion and an ability to communicate, with tremendous 
kinetic power, the glory and danger of its missions.” 

—Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times
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Selected for 12 First-Year Experience programs, most recently at Art Institute of Chicago (IL), Pomona College (CA), Ramapo 
College (NJ), and University of Arizona, Tucson Honors College

Claudia Rankine’s new book—“a precise, complex, clear-eyed, and masterful work of art” 
(Guernica)—recounts mounting racial aggressions in ongoing encounters in twenty-first- 

century daily life and in the media. Some of these encounters are slights, seemingly slips of the tongue, 
and some are intentional offensives in the classroom, at the supermarket, at home, on the tennis court 
with Serena Williams and the soccer field with Zinedine Zidane, online, on TV—everywhere, all the 
time. The accumulative stresses come to bear on a person’s ability to speak, perform, and stay alive. Our 
addressability is tied to the state of our belonging, Rankine argues, as are our assumptions and expec-
tations of citizenship. In essay, image, and poetry, Citizen is a powerful testament to the individual and 
collective effects of racism in our contemporary, often named “post-race” society. “Citizen conducts its 
business, often, with melancholy, but also with wit and a sharable incredulity that sends you running to 
YouTube . . . As Rankine’s brilliant, disabusing work, always aware of its ironies, reminds us, ‘moving on’ 
is not synonymous with ‘leaving behind.’”—Dan Chiasson, The New Yorker

Graywolf Press
Paperback • 160 pp • $20.00
ISBN: 9781555976903

Claudia Rankine is the author of four previ-
ous books, including Don’t Let Me Be Lonely: 
An American Lyric. She is a 2016 MacArthur 
Fellow and currently teaches at Pomona 
College. 

Citizen 
An American Lyric

Claudia Rankine

Winner of the Jackson Poetry Prize

Winner of the PEN Open Book Award

Winner of the Los Angeles Times Book Prize

Winner of the National Book Critics 
Circle Award

“Part protest lyric, part art book, Citizen is a dazzling 
expression of the painful double consciousness of black 
life in America.” 

—Michael Lindgren, The Washington Post 

© John Lucas
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When Lizet—the daughter of Cuban immigrants and the first in her family to graduate from 
high school—secretly applies and is accepted to an ultra-elite college, her parents are furious 

at her decision to leave Miami. Just weeks before she’s set to start school, her parents divorce and her 
father sells her childhood home, leaving Lizet, her mother, and Leidy—Lizet’s older sister, a brand-new 
single mom—without a steady income and scrambling for a place to live. Amidst this turmoil, Lizet 
begins her first semester at Rawlings College, distracted by both the exciting and difficult moments of 
freshman year. But the privileged world of the campus feels utterly foreign, as does her new awareness 
of herself as a minority. Struggling both socially and academically, she returns to Miami for a surprise 
Thanksgiving visit, only to be overshadowed by the arrival of Ariel Hernandez, a young boy whose 
mother died fleeing with him from Cuba on a raft. The ensuing immigration battle puts Miami in a 
glaring spotlight, captivating the nation and entangling Lizet’s entire family, especially her mother. 
Pulled between life at college and the needs of those she loves, Lizet is faced with difficult decisions 
that will change her life forever. Urgent and mordantly funny, Make Your Home Among Strangers tells the 
moving story of a young woman torn between generational, cultural, and political forces; it’s the new 
story of what it means to be American today.

Picador 
Paperback • 416 pp • $16.00

ISBN: 9781250094551

 e-book

Jennine Capó Crucet is the author of the story 
collection How to Leave Hialeah, winner of the 
Iowa Short Fiction Award, John Gardner Book 
Prize, and Devil’s Kitchen Reading Award. She 
was raised in Miami and is currently assistant 
professor of English and Ethnic Studies at the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

Make Your Home 
Among Strangers
A Novel

Jennine Capó Crucet

“Make Your Home Among Strangers tackles with 
precision, depth, and nuance the private struggles 
first-generation college students face . . . [It] is a 
deserving addition to a small, but necessary body of 
work committed to honest representations of academic 
striving among those who have been under-prepared 
and under-supported.” —The Washington Post

© Monica McGivern
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Selected for First-Year Experience programs at California State University, Channel Islands (CA); Hollins University (VA); 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst  
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A biting satire about a young man’s isolated upbringing and the race trial that sends him to the 
Supreme Court, Paul Beatty’s The Sellout showcases a comic genius at the top of his game. It 

challenges the sacred tenets of the United States Constitution, urban life, the civil rights movement, 
the father-son relationship, and the holy grail of racial equality—the black Chinese restaurant. Born in 
the “agrarian ghetto” of Dickens—on the southern outskirts of Los Angeles—the narrator of The Sellout 
resigns himself to the fate of lower-middle-class Californians. Raised by a single father, a controversial 
sociologist, he spent his childhood as the subject in racially charged psychological studies. He is led 
to believe that his father’s pioneering work will result in a memoir that will solve his family’s financial 
woes. But when his father is killed in a police shoot-out, he realizes there never was a memoir. Fuelled 
by this deceit and the general disrepair of his hometown, the narrator sets out to right another wrong: 
Dickens has literally been removed from the map to save California from further embarrassment. En-
listing the help of the town’s most famous resident—the last surviving Little Rascal, Hominy Jenkins—
he initiates the most outrageous action conceivable: reinstating slavery and segregating the local high 
school, which lands him in the Supreme Court.

Picador
Paperback • 304 pp • $16.00
ISBN: 9781250083258

 e-book

Paul Beatty is the author of the novels, Tuff, 
Slumberland and The White Boy Shuffle, and 
the poetry collections Big Bank Take Little 
Bank and Joker, Joker, Deuce. He was the editor 
of Hokum: An Anthology of African-American 
Humor. He lives in New York City.

The Sellout 
A Novel

Paul Beatty

Winner of the National Book Critics 
Circle Award

“The Sellout is a comic masterpiece, but it’s much more 
than just that—it’s one of the smartest and most 
honest reflections on race and identity in America 
in a very long time, written by an author who truly 
understands what it means to talk about the history of 
the country.” —NPR

© Hannah Assouline
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Young Pip Tyler doesn’t know who she is. She knows that her real name is Purity, that she’s saddled 
with $130,000 in student debt, that she’s squatting with anarchists in Oakland, and that her rela-

tionship with her mother—her only family—is hazardous. But she doesn’t have a clue who her father is, 
why her mother chose to live as a recluse with an invented name, or how she’ll ever have a normal life. 
Enter the Germans. A glancing encounter with a German peace activist leads Pip to an internship in 
South America with The Sunlight Project, an organization that traffics in all the secrets of the world—
including, Pip hopes, the secret of her origins. TSP is the brainchild of Andreas Wolf, a charismatic 
provocateur who rose to fame in the chaos following the fall of the Berlin Wall. Now on the lam in 
Bolivia, Andreas is drawn to Pip for reasons she doesn’t understand, and the intensity of her response 
to him upends her conventional ideas of right and wrong. Purity is a grand story of youthful idealism, 
extreme fidelity, and murder. The author of The Corrections and Freedom has imagined a world of vividly 
original characters—Californians and East Germans, good parents and bad parents, journalists and 
leakers—and he follows their intertwining paths through landscapes as contemporary as the omnipres-
ent Internet and as ancient as the war between the sexes. Purity is the most daring and penetrating book 
yet by one of the major writers of our time.

Picador 
Paperback • 608 pp • $17.00

ISBN: 9781250097101

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

Jonathan Franzen is the author of four 
other novels, most recently The Corrections 
and Freedom, and five works of nonfiction and 
translation, including Farther Away and The 
Kraus Project. He is a member of the Ameri-
can Academy of Arts and Letters, the German 
Akademie der Künste, and the French Ordre des 
Arts et des Lettres.

Purity 
A Novel

Jonathan Franzen

“[A] dynamic new novel . . . [Purity] is Mr. Franzen’s 
most fleet-footed, least self-conscious and most inti-
mate novel yet . . . Mr. Franzen has added a new octave 
to his voice.”  
     —Michiko Kakutani, The New York Times

© Shelby Graham
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Marilynne Robinson, one of the greatest novelists of our time, returns to the town of Gilead in an 
unforgettable story of a girlhood lived on the fringes of society in fear, awe, and wonder. Lila, 

homeless and alone after years of roaming the countryside, steps inside a small-town Iowa church—the 
only available shelter from the rain—and ignites a romance and a debate that will reshape her life. She 
becomes the wife of a minister, John Ames, and begins a new existence while trying to make sense of 
the life that preceded her newfound security. Neglected as a toddler, Lila was rescued by Doll, a canny 
young drifter, and brought up by her in a hardscrabble childhood. Together they crafted a life on the 
run, living hand to mouth with nothing but their sisterly bond and a ragged blade to protect them. De-
spite bouts of petty violence and moments of desperation, their shared life was laced with moments of 
joy and love. When Lila arrives in Gilead, she struggles to reconcile the life of her makeshift family and 
their days of hardship with the gentle Christian worldview of her husband which paradoxically judges 
those she loves. Revisiting the beloved characters and setting of Robinson’s Gilead and Home, Lila is a 
moving expression of the mysteries of existence that is destined to become an American classic.

Picador
Paperback • 272 pp • $16.00
ISBN: 9781250074843

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

Marilynne Robinson is the author of the nov-
els Home, Gilead (winner of the Pulitzer Prize), 
and Housekeeping, and four books of nonfic-
tion, When I Was a Child I Read Books, Mother 
Country, The Death of Adam, and Absence of 
Mind. She teaches at the University of Iowa 
Writers’ Workshop.

Lila
A Novel

Marilynne Robinson

Winner of the National Book Critics 
Circle Award

“A meditation on morality and psychology, compelling 
in its frankness about its truly shocking subject: the 
damage to the human personality done by poverty, 
neglect and abandonment.” 
                              —The New York Times Book Review 
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Selected for First-Year Experience programs at University of Scranton (PA)
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In the book of Genesis, when God calls out, “Abraham!” before ordering him to sacrifice his son, Isaac, 
Abraham responds, “Here I am.” Later, when Isaac calls out, “My father!” before asking him why 

there is no animal to slaughter, Abraham responds, “Here I am.” How do we fulfill our conflicting duties 
as father, husband, and son; wife and mother; child and adult? Jew and American? How can we claim 
our own identities when our lives are linked so closely to others’? These are the questions at the heart of 
Jonathan Safran Foer’s Here I Am—his first novel in eleven years. Unfolding over four tumultuous weeks 
in present-day Washington, D.C., Here I Am is the story of a fracturing family in a moment of crisis. 
As Jacob and Julia Bloch and their three sons are forced to confront the distances between the lives 
they think they want and the lives they are living, a catastrophic earthquake sets in motion a quickly 
escalating conflict in the Middle East. At stake is the meaning of home—and the fundamental question 
of how much aliveness one can bear.

Jonathan Safran Foer is the author of two 
bestselling, award-winning novels, Everything Is 
Illuminated and Extremely Loud and Incredibly 
Close, and a bestselling work of nonfiction, 
Eating Animals. He lives in Brooklyn, New York.

Here I Am
A Novel

Jonathan Safran Foer

“Dazzling and draining, dazzling and draining—that’s 
how my response seesawed for most of the time I was 
reading Jonathan Safran Foer’s new novel . . . Here 
I Am is a profound novel about the claims of history, 
identity, family and the burdens of a broken world that 
weigh upon even the most cleverly evasive 
people.” —Maureen Corrigan, Fresh Air, NPR

Farrar, Straus and Giroux
Hardcover • 592 pp • $28.00

ISBN: 9780374280024

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

© Jeff Mermelstein
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T he Good Lieutenant literally starts with a bang as an operation led by Lieutenant Emma Fowler 
of the Twenty-seventh Infantry Battalion goes spectacularly wrong. Men are dead—one, a young 

Iraqi, by her hand. Others were soldiers in her platoon. And the signals officer, Dixon Pulowski. From 
this conflagration, The Good Lieutenant unspools backward in time as Fowler and her platoon are guided 
into disaster by suspicious informants and questionable intelligence, their very mission the result of 
a previous snafu in which a soldier had been kidnapped by insurgents. And then even further back, 
before things began to go so wrong, we see the backstory unfold from points of view that usually are not 
shown in war coverage—a female frontline officer, for one, but also jaded career soldiers and Iraqis both 
innocent and not so innocent. Ultimately, as all these stories unravel, what is revealed is what happens 
when good intentions destroy, experience distorts, and survival becomes everything. Whitney Terrell’s 
The Good Lieutenant is a gripping, insightful, necessary novel about a war that is proving to be the 
defining tragedy of our time.

Farrar, Straus and Giroux
Hardcover • 288 pp • $26.00
ISBN: 9780374164737

 e-book

Paperback available in June 2017

Whitney Terrell is the author of The Hunts-
man and The King of Kings County. He was an 
embedded reporter in Iraq and covered the war 
for The Washington Post Magazine, Slate, and 
NPR. His nonfiction has additionally appeared 
in The New York Times, Harper’s Magazine, The 
New York Observer, The Kansas City Star, and 
other publications. He teaches creative writing 
at the University of Missouri-Kansas City and 
lives nearby with his family.

The Good 
Lieutenant
A Novel

Whitney Terrell

“Terrell writes an unsettling story about a female sol-
dier’s operation to recover the corpse of a kidnapped 
sergeant during the Iraq War . . . What he also brings 
to The Good Lieutenant are the hard-to-get perspectives 
of people who don’t necessarily dominate the cable TV 
news: female soldiers in combat and ordinary Iraqis 
manipulating—and being manipulated by—the U.S. 
military.” —The Washington Post

© Leslie Many

58



59

N
O

N
F

IC
T

IO
N

F
IC

T
IO

N

France, 1939. In the quiet village of Carriveau, Vianne Mauriac says goodbye to her husband, An-
toine, as he heads for the Front. She doesn’t believe that the Nazis will invade France . . . but invade 

they do. When a German captain requisitions Vianne’s home, she and her daughter must live with the 
enemy or lose everything. Without food or money or hope, she is forced to make one impossible choice 
after another to keep her family alive. Vianne’s sister, Isabelle, is a rebellious eighteen-year-old girl, 
searching for purpose with all the reckless passion of youth. While thousands of Parisians march into 
the unknown terrors of war, she meets Gäetan, a partisan who believes the French can fight the Nazis 
from within France, and she falls in love as only the young can—completely. But when he betrays her, 
Isabelle joins the Resistance and never looks back, risking her life time and again to save others. Kristin 
Hannah captures the epic panorama of WWII and illuminates an intimate part of history seldom seen: 
the women’s war. The Nightingale tells the stories of two sisters, separated by years and experience, by 
ideals, passion and circumstance, each embarking on her own dangerous path toward survival, love, and 
freedom in German-occupied, war-torn France.

Kristin Hannah is the New York Times best-
selling author of twenty-one novels. A former 
lawyer turned writer, she lives in the Pacific 
Northwest and Hawaii with her family. 

The Nightingale  
A Novel

Kristin Hannah

“A heart-wrenching tour de force that examines the 
bravery of two sisters in occupied France during 
WWII.” —Chicago Tribune 

St. Martin’s Press
Hardcover • 448 pp • $27.99

ISBN: 9780312577223

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

Paperback available in May 2017
© Deborah Feingold
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A  hurricane is building over the Gulf of Mexico, threatening the coastal town of Bois Sauvage, 
 Mississippi, and Esch’s father is growing concerned. A hard drinker, largely absent, he doesn’t 

show concern for much else. Esch and her three brothers are stocking food, but there isn’t much to save. 
Lately, Esch can’t keep down what food she gets; she’s fourteen and pregnant. Her brother Skeetah is 
sneaking scraps for his prized pitbull’s new litter, dying one by one in the dirt. Meanwhile, brothers 
Randall and Junior try to stake their claim in a family long on child’s play and short on parenting. As 
the twelve days that make up the novel’s framework yield to their dramatic conclusion, this unforgetta-
ble family—motherless children sacrificing for one another as they can, protecting and nurturing where 
love is scarce—pulls itself up to face another day. “[Salvage the Bones] is a gripping, tightly told tale, and 
a fine novel . . . This may be the best account you’ll read of Hurricane Katrina. Ward draws much of her 
story, its tone a wise blend of detachment and ferocity, from her own hardscrabble experiences.” 
—Pamela Miller, The Star Tribune (Minneapolis)

Bloomsbury
Paperback • 288 pp • $16.00
ISBN: 9781608196265

Jesmyn Ward received her M.F.A. from the 
University of Michigan and is currently an 
associate professor of creative writing at Tulane 
University. Ward is the author of the novel, 
Where the Line Bleeds, and the memoir, Men 
We Reaped. She also edited the anthology The 
Fire This Time. 

Salvage the 
Bones 
A Novel

Jesmyn Ward

Winner of the National Book Award

“Salvage the Bones is a beautiful read. Ward’s redolent 
prose conjures the magic and menace of the southern 
landscape.” —The Dallas Morning News

© Cindy Lee Johnson
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Selected for 7 First-Year Experience programs, most recently at Christian Brothers University (TN), Rhodes College (TN), 
and Xavier University of Louisiana
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Seventeenth-century Japan: Two Portuguese Jesuit priests travel to a country hostile to their religion, 
where feudal lords force the faithful to publicly renounce their beliefs. Eventually captured and 

forced to watch their Japanese Christian brothers lay down their lives for their faith, the priests bear 
witness to unimaginable cruelties that test their own beliefs. ShŪsaku EndŌ is one of the most cele-
brated and well-known Japanese fiction writers of the twentieth century, and Silence, a classic novel of 
enduring faith in dangerous times, is widely considered to be his great masterpiece.

Picador
Paperback • 240 pp • $16.00

ISBN: 9781250082244

Silence
A Novel

Shusaku Endo

Translated by William Johnston

With a Foreword by Martin Scorsese

“Silence I regard as a masterpiece, a lucid and elegant 
drama.” —The New York Review of Books
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Shusaku Endo, born in Tokyo in 1923, was raised by his mother and an 
aunt in Kobe where he converted to Roman Catholicism at the age of eleven. 
Before his death in 1996, EndŌ was the recipient of a number of outstanding 
Japanese literary awards: the Akutagawa Prize, Mainichi Cultural Prize, 
Shincho Prize, and the Tanizaki Prize, and was widely considered the greatest 
Japanese novelist of his time.
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New! Understanding Your College Experience 
Strategies for Success

John N. Gardner  I  Betsy O. Barefoot  I  Negar Faraksih

The best—and most—support. Understanding Your College Experience  
gives the students who need the most support the practical help they  
need. The new edition includes coverage of non-cognitive skills like 
motivation and resilience alongside the authors’ hallmark authoritative, 
research-driven approach.

Second Edition  I  ©2017  I  384 pages    
Paper ISBN: 978-1-319-02918-0; with LaunchPad ISBN: 978-1-319-10213-5 
Looseleaf ISBN: 978-1-319-06445-7; with LaunchPad ISBN: 978-1-319-10217-3

New! Your College Experience 
Concise Twelfth Edition

John N. Gardner  I  Betsy O. Barefoot   

College success, streamlined. This less expensive, streamlined edition  
of Your College Experience focuses on the academic skills taught in college 
success courses. Additional coverage of emotional intelligence, learning  
styles, diversity, and money help students get off to a great start.

Concise Twelfth Edition  I  ©2017  I  304 pages    
Paper ISBN: 978-1-319-02919-7; with LaunchPad ISBN: 978-1-319-11764-1 
Looseleaf ISBN: 978-1-319-06456-3; with LaunchPad ISBN: 978-1-319-11755-9

New! Step By Step 
To College and Career Success

John N. Gardner  I  Betsy O. Barefoot  

Your essential toolkit for college success. User-friendly, class  
tested and authoritatively research-based, this is the briefest title  
in the Gardner family of books, focused on the most crucial skills  
and the most important choices students make. The new edition  
expands on the book’s themes of motivation, persistence, resilience,  
and decision-making.

Seventh Edition  I  ©2017  I  256 pages    
Paper ISBN: 978-1-319-02917-3; with LaunchPad ISBN: 978-1-319-10213-5 
Looseleaf ISBN: 978-1-319-06445-7; with LaunchPad ISBN: 978-1-319-11761-0

Your College Experience 
Strategies for Success

John N. Gardner  I  Betsy O. Barefoot 

The one-stop shop for college success. Written by the leading authorities  
on the first-year seminar and grounded in research, Your College Experience 
offers today’s diverse students the practical help they need to transition to 
college and get the most out of their time there.

Twelfth Edition  I  ©2016  I  400 pages    
Paper ISBN: 978-1-319-02919-7; with LaunchPad ISBN: 978-1-319-11764-1 
Looseleaf ISBN: 978-1-319-06456-3; with LaunchPad ISBN: 978-1-319-11755-9

Connections 
Empowering College and Career Success

Paul A .Gore  I  Wade Leuwerke  I  A. J. Metz

Connections: It’s ALL here. Connections offers the ideal balance  
of motivation, academics, and life skills. In every chapter, students  
are encouraged to take a positive, success-oriented approach to this  
course—and to life in general—by working to strengthen their strengths, 
celebrate progress, and use setbacks as opportunities for growth.

First Edition  I  ©2016  I  416 pages   
Paper ISBN: 978-1-4576-2840-5; with LaunchPad ISBN: 978-1-319-06245-3 
Looseleaf ISBN: 978-1-319-01234-2; with LaunchPad ISBN: 978-1-319-06246-0

New! A Pocket Guide to College Success

Jamie H. Shushan 

A pocket guide that helps students drive their own success.  
Short and to the point, the Pocket Guide offers practical coverage on  
the topics typically covered in a full-size college success text. The new  
edition provides additional support on the transition to college, and  
features new coverage on motivation, mindset, and goal-setting to  
help students be successful from the start. 

Each new copy of the text can be packaged with LaunchPad Solo for  
College Success, an online course space that includes videos, the  
LearningCurve adaptive online assessment tool, and more.

Second Edition   I   ©2017   I  256 pages 
Spiralbound ISBN: 978-1-319-03089-6; with LaunchPad ISBN: 978-1-319-11757-3
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Available now:
Insider’s Guide to College Etiquette, 
Second Edition

Insider’s Guide to Academic Planning

Insider’s Guide to Time Management,  
Second Edition

Insider’s Guide to College Ethics and  
Personal Responsibility, Second Edition

Insider’s Guide to Building Confidence 

Insider’s Guide to Career Services

Insider’s Guide to Global Citizenship 

Insider’s Guide to Credit Cards,  
Second Edition

Insider’s Guide to Beating Test Anxiety 

Insider’s Guide for Returning Veterans 

Insider’s Guide to Community College

Insider’s Guide to Getting Involved  
on Campus

macmillanlearning.com

INSIDER’S GUIDES  
to COLLEGE SUCCESS

These guides provide expert advice and 
practical tips for navigating the college 
experience. They are value-priced for  
students—just $3.99. Better still, they can be 
package FREE with any Bedford/St. Martin’s 
College Success textbook. For more about 
packaging options, contact your local  
Macmillan Learning Representative.
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Self-assessment for 
students, by experts,  
with instructors in mind. Academic & Career Excellence System

DR. PAUL GORE, Xavier University

DR. WADE LUEWERKE, Drake University

DR. A. J. METZ, University of Utah

ACES is a powerful, norm-referenced,  
self-assessment that helps students  
pinpoint strengths and challenges, while 
providing instructors and administrators  
the data they need to support student  
success, retention, and completion 
class-and program-wide.

ACES and LaunchPad can be packaged with the text or purchased separately,  
and each integrates seamlessly with your school’s learning management system.

macmillanlearning.com

Powerful online 
content and tools.

Dedicated versions for every  
Bedford/St. Martin’s FYE textbook.

Bedford/St. Martin’s online course space 
combines the interactive e-Book with high-
quality multimedia content and video tools, 
and LearningCurve adaptive quizzing, plus 
a gradebook that offers a window into your 
students’ performance—individually and  
as a group—and more. 
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Bringing today’s 
GREAT VOICES  
to your campus

LOOKING TO 
ENHANCE YOUR  

FIRST-YEAR 
EXPERIENCE?

Please contact the Macmillan Speakers Bureau for  
information about bringing great authors to your school. 

646.307.5567    
speakers@macmillan.com • www.macmillanspeakers.com
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Transform Your CourseTM 
Learn how Macmillan Learning Curriculum Solutions can build  
the ideal college success course materials to help you showcase your 
school’s unique program. With our customer centric approach,  
compelling content and Hayden-McNeil custom publishing expertise, 
we can work with you to build the appropriate solution at an  
affordable price for your students.

Also check out the CS Select database at macmillanlearning.com/csselect 
where you can select from popular Bedford/St. Martin’s content to create  
your own text. 

Custom 
Workbooks

Online 
Course

Custom 
Website

Interactive Digital 
Learning Objects

Custom 
Textbooks
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Keep in Mind:
How to Be a Leader
Martin Bjergegaard and 
Cosmina Popa

The School of Life

Picador
Paperback • 224 pp • $16.00 
ISBN: 9781250078735

 e-book

Choosing Civility

The Twenty-five Rules of 
Considerate Conduct

P. M. Forni

St. Martin’s Griffin
Paperback • 208 pp • $13.99 
ISBN: 9780312302504

 e-book

The South Side
A Portrait of Chicago and 
American Segregation

Natalie Y. Moore

St. Martin’s Press
Hardcover • 272 pp • $27.99 
ISBN: 9781137280152

 e-book

Paperback available in April 2017

How to Tell Toledo 
from the Night Sky
A Novel

Lydia Netzer

St. Martin’s Griffin
Paperback • 368 pp • $15.99 
ISBN: 9781250047465

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

The Revenant 
A Novel of Revenge 

Michael Punke

Picador 
Paperback • 272 pp • $16.00 
ISBN: 9781250072689

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

Uproot
Travels in 21st-Century Music and 
Digital Culture

Jace Clayton

Farrar, Straus and Giroux
Paperback • 288 pp • $16.00 
ISBN: 9780374533427

 e-book

Drop the Ball
Achieving More by Doing Less

Tiffany Dufu

Foreword by Gloria Steinem

Flatiron Books
Hardcover • 304 pp • $25.99 
ISBN: 9781250071736

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc

Unstoppable
Harnessing Science to 
Change the World 

Bill Nye

Edited by Corey S. Powell

St. Martin’s Press
Paperback • 368 pp • $16.99 
ISBN: 9781250109446

 e-book

 audiobook

       compact disc
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To order examination copies of the titles listed in this catalog, please use the 
enclosed card. You may also email us at academic@macmillan.com or fax us at 
646-307-5745. We welcome your comments about this catalog or the titles listed 
here. 

Universities or bookstores interested in purchasing copies of a Macmillan book in 
bulk for student giveaway may contact may contact Stephen Erickson, 
Macmillan Special Markets, Corporate & Premium Sales Department, 175 Fifth 
Avenue, New York, NY 10010; phone 646-307-5442; fax 212-598-9173; or email 
stephen.erickson@macmillan.com. Universities and bookstores interested 
in purchasing e-books in bulk for student giveaway may also contact 
Stephen Erickson.

If you are a bookstore and are interested in purchasing bulk quantities of our 
titles for a First-Year Experience program at a local university, please visit the 
Bookseller Services section of our website, www.macmillan.com, for more infor-
mation on our Bottom Line Business Plan, or contact your sales representative. 

For a complete list of available books, which you may browse title by title, by 
theme, or by author, or to download a digital copy of this catalog, please visit: 
www.macmillanfyebooks.wordpress.com.

Visit our common reading blog: www.macmillanreads.wordpress.com. 

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram: @macmillanreads.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact:

Macmillan Academic Marketing

175 Fifth Avenue, 21st floor

New York, NY 10010

email: academic@macmillan.com

fax: 646-307-5745

Macmillan will offset 100% of the estimated Scope 1 and 2 CO2 emissions asso-
ciated with the paper and printing used for this catalog through CarbonNeutral.
com. For more information see http://www.carbonneutral.com/our-clients.

Ordering Information


