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Books for 
the First-Year 
Experience®

Macmillan Publishers is pleased to offer a diverse  
selection of broadly appealing, critically acclaimed 
books—all of them ideally suited for First-Year  
Experience® and Common Reading programs.  
Accessible yet challenging, timely yet classic, these 
are books that invite campus-wide discussion while 
also fostering individual growth, that ask questions 
and make demands of all who pick them up— 
books meant to open doors, change minds, undercut 
assumptions, spark debates. In times of uncertainty, 
these books will ground students and help them 
succeed across all manner of academic disciplines 
by addressing them—and stimulating them,  
and moving them—as only the best books can.  
As a class or on their own, first-year students 
achieve their very best, as readers and as students, 
when they’re “on the same page” as their peers. 
That’s where these books come in.
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 Gioncarlo Valentine

My Seven Black  
Fathers
A Young Activist’s Memoir of Race, Family,  
and the Mentors Who Made Him Whole

Will Jawando

As a boy growing up outside DC, Will, who went by his 
Nigerian name, Yemi, was shunted from school to school, 
never quite fitting in. He was a Black kid with a divorced 
white mother, a frayed relationship with his biological  
father, and teachers who scolded him for being  
disruptive. Eventually, he became close to Kalfani,  
a kid he looked up to on the basketball court. Years  
after he got the call telling him that Kalfani was dead, 
another victim of gun violence, Will looks back on the  
relationships he had with a series of extraordinary  
mentors who enabled him to thrive. Among them were  
Mr. Williams, the rare Black male grade school teacher, 
who found a way to bolster Will’s self-esteem;  
Deen Sanwoola, the businessman who helped him  
bridge the gap between his American upbringing and  
his Nigerian heritage, eventually leading to a dramatic 
reconciliation with his biological father; and President 
Barack Obama, who made Will his associate director  
of public engagement at the White House. Without the 
influence of these men, Will knows he would not be who 
he is today: a civil rights and education policy attorney,  
a civic leader, a husband, and a father. Drawing on  
Will’s inspiring personal story, My Seven Black Fathers 
offers a transformative way for Black men to shape  
the next generation. 

“A manifesto on the importance of intergenerational mentorship 
in the Black community.”  
—Manuel Betancourt, The New York Times

Will Jawando is an attorney, an activist, a 
community leader, and a councilmember 
in Montgomery County, Maryland, a diverse 
community of more than one million residents. 
Called “the progressive leader we need” by the 
late congressman John Lewis, Jawando has 
worked with Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Senator 
Sherrod Brown, and President Barack Obama. 
His writing has appeared in The Washington Post 
and The Root and on BET.com, and his work has 
been featured in The New York Times and New 
York magazine and on NPR, NBC News, and MTV. 
He regularly appears on CNN, MSNBC, and other 
media outlets.

Farrar, Straus and Giroux
Hardcover | 240 Pages | $28.00
ISBN: 9780374604875  
e-book | compact disc | digital audio

Available in May 2023
Paperback | 224 pages | $18.00
ISBN: 9781250867186
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 Steven Kane

Dirty Work
Essential Jobs and the Hidden Toll of Inequality 
in America

Eyal Press
WINNER OF THE HILLMAN PRIZE

Drone pilots who carry out targeted assassinations. 
Undocumented immigrants who man the “kill floors” of 
industrial slaughterhouses. Guards who patrol the wards 
of the United States’ most violent and abusive prisons. 
The COVID-19 pandemic has drawn unprecedented 
attention to the health and safety risks to which essential 
workers are exposed—but Dirty Work examines a less 
familiar set of occupational hazards: psychological and 
emotional hardships such as stigma, shame, PTSD, and 
moral injury. These burdens fall disproportionately on 
low-income workers, undocumented immigrants, women, 
and people of color. Illuminating the moving, sometimes 
harrowing stories of the people doing society’s dirty 
work, and incisively examining the structures of power 
and complicity that shape their lives, Eyal Press offers 
a paradigm-shifting view of the moral landscape of 
contemporary America through the stories of people who 
perform society’s most ethically troubling jobs.

“Dirty Work, a disturbing and necessary new book by Eyal Press, 
describes with great empathy the lives of workers who do jobs 
that they themselves find morally horrifying . . . But the book 
isn’t entirely about those workers. It’s about us. Press’s thesis  
is that our society confers on these workers an ‘unconscious 
mandate’ to do jobs that are morally objectionable and at the 
same time wants those jobs to remain invisible.”  
—Tamsin Shaw, The New York Times Book Review

Eyal Press is an author and a journalist based 
in New York. The recipient of the James Aronson 
Award for Social Justice Journalism, an Andrew 
Carnegie fellowship, a Cullman Center fellow-
ship at the New York Public Library, and a Puffin 
Foundation fellowship at Type Media Center, 
he is a contributor to The New Yorker, The New 
York Times, and numerous other publications. 
He is the author of Beautiful Souls and Absolute 
Convictions.

Picador
Paperback | 320 pages | $18.00 
ISBN: 9781250849342 
e-book
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Unbound
My Story of Liberation and the Birth  
of the Me Too Movement

Tarana Burke

Tarana Burke didn’t always have the courage to say  
“me too.” As a child, she reeled from her sexual assault, 
believing she was responsible. Unable to confess what 
she thought of as her own sins for fear of shattering her 
family, she split in two. One side was the bright, intellec-
tually curious third-generation Bronxite who was steeped 
in Black literature and power, and the other was the bad, 
shame-ridden girl who thought of herself as a dirty rule 
breaker, not as a victim or a survivor. She tucked one 
away behind a wall of pain and anger, which seemed 
to work . . . until it didn’t. Tarana fought to reunite her 
fractured self, through organizing, pursuing justice, and 
finding community. Here she shares her extensive work 
supporting and amplifying the power of Black and brown 
girls, and the devastating realization that to truly help 
these girls, she needed to help that scared, ashamed 
child still within her. It was her experience caring for 
Heaven, Diamond, and countless others that gave her the 
courage to embrace her own pain. Unbound is the story of 
an inimitable woman’s inner strength and perseverance, 
all in pursuit of bringing healing to her community and 
the world around her. At its essence, though, this story 
is about all of us—our possibility, our empathy, our 
power—and about the leader we each have inside.

“In her searing memoir, Tarana Burke, founder of the Me Too 
Movement, reflects on her childhood, the events that led her to 
say those two words and all that came after.” —Time

Tarana Burke has always been struck by a  
commitment to justice and equity. As the founder 
of the ‘me too.’ Movement and subsequent 
nonprofit, Burke works to dismantle the cycle  
of sexual violence and systemic issues that  
disproportionately impact marginalized people. 
She is the coeditor of the New York Times  
bestseller You Are Your Best Thing and author 
of the New York Times bestseller Unbound.

Flatiron Books: An Oprah Book
Paperback | 288 pages | $17.99 
ISBN: 9781250621740 
e-book | compact disc | digital audio
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Thinking 101
How to Reason Better to Live Better

Woo-kyoung Ahn

Psychologist Woo-kyoung Ahn devised a course at Yale 
called “Thinking” to help students examine the biases 
that cause so many problems in their daily lives. It  
quickly became one of the university’s most popular 
courses. Now, for the first time, Ahn presents key insights 
from her years of teaching and research in a book for 
everyone. She shows how “thinking problems” stand 
behind a wide range of challenges, from common, 
self-inflicted daily aggravations to our most pressing 
societal issues and inequities. Throughout, Ahn draws on 
decades of research from other cognitive psychologists, 
as well as from her own groundbreaking studies. And 
she presents it all in a compellingly readable style that 
uses fun examples from pop culture, anecdotes from her 
own life, and illuminating stories from history and the 
headlines. Thinking 101 is a book that goes far beyond 
other books on thinking, showing how we can improve 
not just our own daily lives through better awareness of 
our biases but also the lives of everyone around us. It is, 
quite simply, required reading for everyone who wants to 
think—and live—better. 

“Ahn uses wonderfully engaging examples to show how we  
can understand and improve our reasoning.”  
—Anna Rosling Rönnlund, New York Times bestselling  
co-author of Factfulness

Woo-kyoung Ahn is the John Hay Whitney 
Professor of Psychology at Yale University. After 
receiving her Ph.D. in psychology from the 
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, she 
was assistant professor at Yale University and 
associate professor at Vanderbilt University. 
In 2022, she received Yale’s Lex Hixon Prize for 
Teaching Excellence in the Social Sciences. Her 
research on thinking biases has been funded by 
the National Institutes of Health, and she is a 
fellow of the American Psychological Association 
and the Association for Psychological Science.

Flatiron Books
Hardcover | 288 pages | $28.99 
ISBN: 9781250805959 
e-book | digital audio
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The Book of Hope
A Survival Guide for Trying Times

Jane Goodall  
and Douglas Abrams

Looking at the headlines—the worsening climate crisis,  
a global pandemic, loss of biodiversity, political 
upheaval—it can be hard to feel optimistic. And yet  
hope has never been more desperately needed. Jane 
Goodall, the world’s most famous living naturalist, and 
Douglas Abrams, internationally bestselling coauthor 
of The Book of Joy, explore one of the most sought-after 
and least understood elements of human nature: hope. 
In The Book of Hope, Jane focuses on her “Four Reasons 
for Hope”: The Amazing Human Intellect, The Resilience  
of Nature, The Power of Young People, and The  
Indomitable Human Spirit. Drawing on decades of work 
that has helped expand our understanding of what it 
means to be human and what we all need to do to help 
build a better world, this book touches on vital questions 
including: How do we stay hopeful when everything  
seems hopeless? How do we cultivate hope in our 
children? What is the relationship between hope and 
action? While discussing the experiences that shaped her 
discoveries and beliefs, Jane tells the story of how she 
became a messenger of hope: from living through World 
War II to her years in Gombe to realizing she had to leave 
the forest to travel the world in her role as an advocate 
for environmental justice. The Book of Hope is a rare and 
intimate look not only at the nature of hope, but also into 
the heart and mind of a woman who revolutionized how 
we view the world around us and who has spent a lifetime 
fighting for our future.

“From these conversations emerge an informative road map 
of ideas for ways in which every person may help bring about 
positive change in the world.” —Barbara J. King, NPR

Celadon Books
Hardcover | 272 pages | $28.00 
ISBN: 9781250784094 
e-book | compact disc | digital audio
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Dr. Jane Goodall DBE is an ethologist and  
environmentalist. Jane’s research at Gombe 
National Park has given us an in depth  
understanding of chimpanzee behavior. The  
author of many books for adults and children 
and featured in countless documentaries and 
articles, Jane has reached millions around the 
world with her lectures, podcasts, and writings. 
She was appointed as a UN Messenger of 
Peace, is a Dame of the British Empire, and has 
received countless honors from around the world. 

Douglas Abrams is the New York Times 
bestselling coauthor of The Book of Joy. Douglas 
is also the founder and president of Idea 
Architects and lives in Santa Cruz, California.
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Normal Sucks 
How to Live, Learn, and Thrive, Outside  
the Lines 

Jonathan Mooney

Growing up, it didn’t take long for Jonathan Mooney  
to figure out he was considered not normal. He was a 
neurodiverse kid diagnosed with dyslexia and ADHD who 
didn’t learn to read until he was twelve, and trying to 
fit into the box of normalcy cost him his education, his 
sense of self, his friendships—and nearly his life. The 
realization that he wasn’t the problem—the system and 
the concept of normal were—saved Mooney’s life and 
fundamentally changed his outlook. Framed as a letter 
to his own sons, Normal Sucks blends memoir, anecdote, 
and expertise to show us what happens to kids and 
adults who are trapped in environments that shame them 
and tell them, in both subtle and heartbreakingly blatant 
ways, that they are “not normal” and that they are the 
problem. But, he argues, if we can reorient the ways in 
which we think about diversity, abilities, and disabilities, 
we can start a revolution. A highly sought after public 
speaker, Jonathan continues to lecture nationwide about 
neurological and physical diversity, inspiring those who 
live with differences and advocating for change. 

“As an accessible primer on reassessing disability and mental 
health, it’s invaluable, and as an exploration of what it’s like to 
grow up feeling different, it’s incredibly cathartic.”  
—Vanity Fair  

Jonathan Mooney’s work has been featured in 
the Los Angeles Times, Chicago Tribune, The New 
York Times, USA Today, HBO, NPR, ABC News, 
New York magazine, The Washington Post, and 
The Boston Globe. His books include The Short 
Bus and Learning Outside the Lines. For more 
information, please visit normalsucks.xyz.

St. Martin’s Griffin
Paperback | 256 pages | $17.99  
ISBN: 9781250771261  
e-book | digital audio 
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Crossing the Line
A Fearless Team of Brothers and the Sport  
That Changed Their Lives Forever 

Kareem Rosser

Born and raised in West Philadelphia, Kareem Rosser 
thought he and his siblings would always be stuck in 
“The Bottom,” a community and neighborhood devastated 
by poverty and violence. Riding their bicycles through 
Philly’s Fairmount Park, Kareem’s brothers discover a  
barn full of horses. Noticing the brothers’ fascination 
with her misfit animals, Lezlie Hiner, founder of the Work 
to Ride stables, offers them their escape: an after-school 
job in exchange for riding lessons. What starts as an 
accidental discovery turns into a love for horseback riding 
that leads to the Rossers’ newfound passion for polo. 
Pursuing the sport with determination and discipline, 
Kareem earns his place among the typically exclusive 
players in college, becoming part of the first all-Black 
national interscholastic polo championship team— 
all while struggling to keep his family together.  
Crossing the Line is a story of the bonds of brotherhood, 
family loyalty, the transformative connection between 
man and horse, and overcoming impossible odds.  

“Crossing the Line is truly a special book. It will not just  
leave you with hope, but also ideas on how to make that hope 
transferable. Kareem’s remarkable story is one that should  
be read and understood by all.”  
—Wes Moore, bestselling author of The Other Wes Moore  

Kareem Rosser is from Philadelphia, PA. He 
received a B.A. in economics from Colorado  
State University (CSU). While at CSU, he led  
his collegiate polo team to a national polo  
championship. At the same time, he was  
honored as the Intercollegiate Polo Player of  
the Year. After graduation, Kareem began  
working as a financial analyst at an asset  
management firm. He also serves as the  
Executive Director of a non-profit fundraising 
arm called Friends of Work to Ride.

St. Martin’s Griffin 
Paperback | 304 pages | $17.99  
ISBN: 9781250837165  
e-book | digital audio  
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Somebody’s Daughter
A Memoir

Ashley C. Ford

Through poverty, adolescence, and a fraught relationship 
with her mother, Ashley Ford wishes she could turn to her 
father for hope and encouragement. There are just a few 
problems: he’s in prison, and she doesn’t know what he 
did to end up there. She doesn’t know how to deal with 
the incessant worries that keep her up at night or how 
to handle the changes in her body that draw unwanted 
attention from men. In her search for unconditional love, 
Ashley begins dating a boy her mother hates. When the 
relationship turns sour, he assaults her. Still reeling from 
the rape, which she keeps secret from her family, Ashley 
desperately searches for meaning in the chaos. Then, 
her grandmother reveals the truth about her father’s 
incarceration . . . and Ashley’s entire world is turned 
upside down. Somebody’s Daughter steps into the world 
of growing up a poor, Black girl in Indiana with a family 
fragmented by incarceration and explores how isolating 
and complex such a childhood can be. As Ashley battles 
her body and her environment, she embarks on a powerful 
journey to find the threads between who she is and what 
she was born into, and the complicated familial love that 
often binds them.

“Somebody’s Daughter is the heart-wrenching yet equally witty 
and wondrous story of how Ford came through the fire and 
emerged triumphant, as her own unapologetic, Black-girl self.” 
—Bridgett M. Davis, The New York Times 

Ashley C. Ford is a bestselling author, an  
educator, and a podcast and TV host. Ford has 
written or guest edited for The Guardian, The 
New York Times, Elle, BuzzFeed, Slate, Teen 
Vogue, New York magazine, and various other 
web and print publications. She lives in  
Indianapolis, Indiana, with her husband, poet 
and fiction writer Kelly Stacy, and their chocolate 
lab, Astro Renegade Ford-Stacy.

Flatiron Books: An Oprah Book
Paperback | 224 pages | $17.99 
ISBN: 9781250203229 
e-book | compact disc | digital audio
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The Death of My  
Father the Pope
A Memoir

Obed Silva
FOREWORD BY HÉCTOR TOBAR

A man mourning his alcoholic father faces a choice: 
whether to pay tribute, lay scorn upon him, or pour a 
drink. Weaving between preparations for his father’s  
funeral and memories of life on both sides of the 
U.S.-Mexico border, Obed Silva chronicles his father’s  
alcoholism—a lifelong love that ended only at his death 
at the age of forty-eight, having poisoned himself one 
Carta Blanca at a time. Addiction respects no borders; 
the havoc Silva’s father wreaked on his family not only 
followed them north, where mother and son moved to 
escape his violent drunken rages, but would make itself 
felt even from the grave. With a wry cynicism; a profane, 
profound anger; an antic, brutally honest voice; and a 
hard-won classical frame of reference, Silva channels  
the heartbreak of mourning while wrestling with the 
resentment and frustration resulting from addiction. 
The Death of My Father the Pope is a fluid and dynamic 
combination of memoir and examination of the power  
of language—and the introduction of a unique and 
powerful literary voice.

“The Death of My Father the Pope details Silva’s compelling 
journey back to the homeland in Chihuahua, Mexico, to bury 
his father and make peace with their unresolved embattled 
relationship.” —Rigoberto González, San Francisco Chronicle

Born in Chihuahua, Mexico, Obed Silva  
immigrated to the United States as a toddler. 
After years in the gang lifestyle—which left him 
paralyzed from the waist down, the result of a 
gunshot wound—he discovered the power of 
education, earned a master’s degree in  
medieval literature, and is now a respected  
English professor at East Los Angeles College. 
The Death of My Father the Pope is his first book.

Picador
Paperback | 304 pages | $18.00 
ISBN: 9781250858900 
e-book
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The Sun Does Shine
How I Found Life, Freedom, and Justice

Anthony Ray Hinton  
with Lara Love Hardin
FOREWORD BY BRYAN STEVENSON
WINNER OF THE MOORE PRIZE

In 1985, Anthony Ray Hinton was arrested and charged 
with two counts of capital murder in Alabama. Stunned, 
confused, and only twenty-nine years old, Hinton knew 
that it was a case of mistaken identity and believed that 
the truth would prove his innocence and ultimately set 
him free. Sentenced to the death penalty, he would spend 
the next thirty years on a quest for justice—and finally 
see the sun again. With a foreword by civil rights attorney 
and bestselling author of Just Mercy, Bryan Stevenson, 
The Sun Does Shine is an extraordinary testament to 
the power of hope sustained through the darkest times. 
Destined to be a classic memoir of wrongful  
imprisonment and freedom won, Hinton’s story tells his 
dramatic thirty-year journey and shows how you can  
take away a man’s freedom, but you can’t take away  
his imagination, humor, or joy.

“Illuminating and emotionally powerful, simple and complex, 
and destined to become a classic in American prison literature.” 
—Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Anthony Ray Hinton spent nearly thirty years  
on death row for crimes he didn’t commit.  
Released in April 2015, Hinton now speaks 
widely on prison reform and the power of faith 
and forgiveness. He lives in Alabama.

Lara Love Hardin is the COO and Editorial  
Director of Idea Architects, a creative book and 
media agency creating a wiser, healthier, more 
just world. She has an M.F.A. in creative writing 
from UC Irvine and has collaborated on more 
than ten books, including the New York Times 
bestsellers The Sun Does Shine and Designing 
Your Life. She lives in Santa Cruz, California  
with her family. 

St. Martin’s Griffin
Paperback | 368 pages | $18.99 
ISBN: 9781250309471 
e-book | compact disc | digital audio
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The Deeper the Roots
A Memoir of Hope and Home 

Michael Tubbs

“Don’t tell nobody our business,” Michael Tubbs’ mother 
often told him growing up. For Tubbs, that meant a 
lot of things: Don’t tell anyone about the day-to-day 
struggle of living in poverty and being Black in Stockton, 
California. Don’t tell anyone about the pain of having 
a father incarcerated for twenty-five years to life. Don’t 
tell anyone about living two lives, the brainy bookworm 
and the kid with the newest Air Jordans. And also don’t 
tell anyone about the particular joys of growing up with 
three “moms”—a Nana who never let him miss church, 
an Auntie who’d take him to the library any time, and a 
mother “She-Daddy” who schooled him in the wisdom of 
hip hop and taught him to never take no for an answer. 
So Tubbs didn’t tell anyone his story, even as he went on 
to receive a scholarship to attend Stanford, intern in the 
Obama White House, and return to Stockton to become,  
in 2016 at age twenty-six, its first African American  
mayor and its youngest-ever mayor. The Deeper the Roots 
is affecting and urgent, a memoir astonishing in its 
candor and its clarity of vision. Tubbs shares with us  
the city that raised him, his family of badass women,  
his life-changing encounters with Oprah Winfrey and 
Barack Obama, the challenges of governing in the  
twenty-first century, and everything in between— 
en route to unveiling his compelling vision for America 
rooted in his experiences in his hometown. 

“Tubbs’s memoir serves not only as testimony about the effects 
of poverty, racism and the price of incarceration, but also as 
a blueprint for how to turn rage into action, and a powerful 
reminder that changing the world often begins at home.” 
—Anisse Gross, San Francisco Chronicle

Michael Tubbs served as the seventy-ninth 
mayor of Stockton, California, his hometown. 
He was the city’s first Black mayor and the 
youngest-ever mayor of a major American city. 
He is the founder of Mayors for a Guaranteed 
Income, and a special advisor to California 
governor Gavin Newsom on economic mobility. 
Tubbs has been a fellow at the Harvard Institute 
of Politics, the MIT Media Lab, and the Stanford 
Design School. He has also served as a Stockton 
city council member and a high school educator. 
He lives with his partner, Anna Malaika Tubbs, 
and their children.

Flatiron Books: An Oprah Book
Paperback | 288 pages | $17.99 
ISBN: 9781250173461 
e-book
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How Do We Know  
Ourselves?
Curiosities and Marvels of the Human Mind

David G. Myers

Over the past three decades, millions of students  
have learned about psychology from textbooks by  
David G. Myers. To create these books and to satisfy his 
own endless curiosity about the human mind, Myers  
monitors the leading journals to discover the most 
extraordinary developments in psychological science.  
How Do We Know Ourselves? is a compendium of the  
most wondrous verities that Myers has found, revealing 
thought-provoking insights into our everyday lives.  
His astute observations and sharp-witted wisdom enable 
readers to think smarter and live happier. Myers’s  
subjects range from why we so often fear the wrong 
things to how simply going for a walk with someone  
can increase rapport and empathy. Myers also explores 
the powers and perils of our intuition, explaining why 
anything can seem obvious once it happens. These  
forty essays offer fresh insight into our sometimes  
bewildering but ever-fascinating lives. Myers is  
engaging and intellectually provocative, and he brings 
a wealth of knowledge from more than fifty years of 
teaching and writing about psychology to this lively and 
informative collection. He inspires us to ponder timeless 
questions, including what might be the most intriguing 
one of all: How do we know ourselves?

“How Do We Know Ourselves? is a treasure. Each chapter is  
a gem of insight into the human experience, cut and polished  
to perfection by the renowned psychologist David Myers.  
Better than any book I can recall, this book answers questions 
about why we think, feel, and act as we do—but also makes  
us curious to learn more. I loved it!”  
—Angela Duckworth, author of Grit

David G. Myers is a social psychologist and a 
professor of psychology at Hope College. His 
articles have appeared in dozens of scientific 
periodicals and magazines, from Science to 
Scientific American. He is also the author of 
seventeen books, including psychology’s most 
widely read textbook, which has sold more than 
eight million copies worldwide. Myers resides  
in Holland, Michigan.

Farrar, Straus and Giroux
Hardcover | 272 pages | $26.00 
ISBN: 9780374601959 
e-book | digital audio
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Spare Parts
Four Undocumented Teenagers, One Ugly Robot, 
and the Battle for the American Dream 

Joshua Davis
FINALIST FOR THE J. ANTHONY LUKAS BOOK PRIZE

In 2004, four undocumented Latino teenagers arrived 
at the Marine Advanced Technology Education Robotics 
Competition at the University of California, Santa  
Barbara. No one had ever suggested to Oscar, Cristian, 
Luis, or Lorenzo that they might amount to much— 
but two inspiring science teachers had convinced these 
teens from the desert who had never even seen the  
ocean that they should try to build an underwater robot. 
They were going up against some of the best collegiate 
engineers in the country, including a team from MIT.  
This was never a level competition, and yet, against  
all odds . . . they won! But this was just the beginning  
for these four, whose story will go on to include first- 
generation college graduations, deportation, bean- 
picking in Mexico, and service in Afghanistan. Joshua 
Davis’s Spare Parts is a story about overcoming  
insurmountable odds and four young men who proved 
they were among the most patriotic and talented  
Americans in this country—even as the country tried 
to kick them out. 

“Spare Parts illuminates the human side of two polarizing 
political issues: immigration and education.” 
 —The Washington Post

Joshua Davis is a contributing editor at Wired, 
co-founder of Epic magazine, and the author  
of The Underdog, a memoir about his experiences 
as an arm wrestler, backward runner, and  
matador. He has also written for The New Yorker 
and other periodicals, and his writing is  
anthologized in The Best American Science and 
Nature Writing and The Best Technology Writing. 
He lives in San Francisco, California.

Farrar, Straus and Giroux 
Paperback | 240 pages | $15.00  
ISBN: 9780374534981  
e-book | digital audio 
 
Spanish Language Edition:
Los inventores 
Paperback | 224 pages | $14.00 
ISBN: 9780374284503 
e-book
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Somewhere in the  
Unknown World
A Collective Refugee Memoir

Kao Kalia Yang

All over this country, there are refugees. But beyond the 
headlines, often not much is known about who they are, 
how they live, or what they have lost. Although Minnesota 
is not famous for its diversity, the state has welcomed 
more refugees per capita than any other, coming from 
Syria, Bosnia, Thailand, Liberia, and many other  
countries. Now, with nativism on the rise, Kao Kalia 
Yang—herself a Hmong refugee—has gathered stories 
of the stateless who today call the Twin Cities home.  
Here are people who found the strength and courage 
to rebuild after leaving all they hold dear. Awo and her 
mother, who escaped from Somalia, reunite with her 
father on the phone every Saturday, across the span of 
continents and decades. Tommy, born in Minneapolis  
to refugees from Cambodia, cannot escape the war that 
his parents carry inside. As Afghani flees the reach of  
the Taliban, he seeks at every stop what he calls a  
“certificate of his humanity.” Mr. Truong brings pho from 
Vietnam to Frogtown in St. Paul, reviving a crumbling 
block as well as his own family. In Yang’s exquisite, 
necessary telling, these fifteen stories of refugee journeys 
restore history and humanity to America’s strangers  
and redeem its long tradition of welcome. 

“The true stories in Hmong-American memoirist and St. Paul 
writer Kao Kalia Yang’s collection Somewhere in the Unknown 
World are haunting and vivid.”  
—Christine Brunkhorst, The Star Tribune (Minneapolis) 

Kao Kalia Yang is the author of The Song Poet, 
which received the Minnesota Book Award and 
was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle 
Award, the Chautauqua Prize, the PEN USA 
Literary Award, and the Dayton Literary Peace 
Prize. Her previous book, The Latehomecomer, 
also received the Minnesota Book Award, as  
did her children’s book A Map into the World. 
Yang lives in St. Paul, Minnesota.

Metropolitan Books 
Paperback | 272 pages | $17.99 
ISBN: 9781250296856 
e-book | digital audio
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Starry Messenger
Cosmic Perspectives on Civilization

Neil deGrasse Tyson

In a time when our political and cultural views feel 
more polarized than ever, Neil deGrasse Tyson provides 
a much-needed antidote to so much of what divides us, 
while making a passionate case for the twin chariots of 
enlightenment—a cosmic perspective and the rationality 
of science. After thinking deeply about how science sees 
the world and about Earth as a planet, the human brain 
has the capacity to reset and recalibrate life’s priorities, 
shaping the actions we might take. No outlook on culture, 
society, or civilization remains untouched. With crystalline 
prose, Starry Messenger walks us through the scientific 
palette that sees and paints the world differently. From 
insights on resolving global conflict to reminders of how 
precious it is to be alive, Tyson reveals, with warmth and 
eloquence, an array of brilliant and beautiful truths that 
apply to us all, informed and enlightened by knowledge  
of our place in the universe.

“When Tyson sticks to his orbit of expertise, he remains as 
engaging as ever, like the professor of a popular college survey 
course that students might take to satisfy their science require-
ment. He is lucidly down-to-earth and charmingly enthusiastic 
in describing the rigors of the scientific method, explaining the 
elegance of classic equations such as Newton’s second law of 
motion and Einstein’s theory of relativity, and cataloging all 
the neat technology we fast-tracked by sending people into 
space.”—Mark Whitaker, The Washington Post

Neil deGrasse Tyson is an astrophysicist and  
the author of the #1 bestselling Astrophysics  
for People in a Hurry, among other books. He  
is the Director of the Hayden Planetarium at the 
American Museum of Natural History as well as 
the host and cofounder of the Emmy-nominated 
podcast StarTalk and its spinoff StarTalk Sports 
Edition. He lives in New York City.

Henry Holt & Co. 
Hardcover | 288 pages | $28.99 
ISBN: 9781250861504
e-book | compact disc | digital audio
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The Viral Underclass
The Human Toll When Inequality  
and Disease Collide

Steven W. Thrasher
FOREWORD BY JONATHAN M. METZL,  
AUTHOR OF DYING OF WHITENESS

Having spent a groundbreaking career studying the  
racialization, policing, and criminalization of HIV,  
Dr. Steven W. Thrasher has come to understand a deeper 
truth at the heart of our society: there are vast  
inequalities in who is able to survive viruses and the 
ways in which viruses spread, kill, and take their toll are 
much more dependent on social structures than they are 
on biology alone. Told through the heartrending stories 
of friends, activists, and teachers navigating the novel 
coronavirus, HIV, and other viruses, Dr. Thrasher brings 
the reader with him as he delves into the viral underclass 
and lays bare its inner workings. In the tradition of Isabel 
Wilkerson’s Caste and Michelle Alexander’s The New Jim 
Crow, The Viral Underclass helps us understand the world 
more deeply by showing the fraught relationship between 
privilege and survival.

“The pandemic brought America’s health inequities into stark 
relief, but The Viral Underclass illustrates that the problem  
isn’t new, and that it is embedded more deeply than many of  
us realize . . . Thrasher, a gay Black man, brings figures from 
the viral underclass to life in this engaging, enraging read.”  
—Jennifer Latson, The Boston Globe

Steven W. Thrasher, Ph.D., is the inaugural  
Daniel H. Renberg chair at Northwestern 
University’s Medill School, the first journalism 
professorship in the world created to focus on 
LGBTQ research. He is also a faculty member 
of Northwestern University’s Institute for Sexual 
and Gender Minority Health and Wellbeing.  
His writing has been widely published by  
The New York Times, The Guardian, The Atlantic, 
The Journal of American History, BuzzFeed News, 
The Village Voice, and Scientific American.  
A recipient of grants from the Ford and Sloan 
foundations, Dr. Thrasher was named one of  
the hundred most influential and impactful 
people of 2019 by Out magazine for his research 
on HIV/AIDS.

Celadon Books
Hardcover | 352 pages | $29.99 
ISBN: 9781250796639 
e-book | digital audio
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Your Turn 
How to Be an Adult 

Julie Lythcott-Haims
What does it mean to be an adult? Your Turn offers compassion, 
personal experience, and practical strategies for living a more 
authentic adulthood, as well as inspiration through interviews 
with dozens of voices from the rich diversity of the human  
population who have successfully launched their adult lives. 

“Julie Lythcott-Haims’ new book, Your Turn, a handbook on  
adulthood, offering insights and strategies on education and 
career choices, building friendships and coping with setbacks.” 
—NPR, Fresh Air 

Julie Lythcott-Haims is the author of How to Raise an Adult and  
Real American. She holds a B.A. from Stanford, a J.D. from Harvard Law 
School, and an M.F.A. from California College of the Arts. She lives  
in the Bay Area with her family.

How to College
What to Know Before You Go (and When You’re There) 

Andrea Malkin Brenner  
and Lara Hope Schwartz
The authors guide first-year students and their families at any 
point in the transition process, during the summer after high 
school graduation and throughout the school year, to prepare 
them to succeed and thrive as they transition and adapt to 
college. How to College is the first practical guide of its kind; 
this book draws on the authors’ experience teaching and working 
with thousands of first-year college students over decades.  

Andrea Malkin Brenner served as a faculty member in the Department 
of Sociology at American University for 20 years and directed AU’s  
University College program.

Lara Hope Schwartz teaches in the Department of Government at  
the American University School of Public Affairs and is the Director  
of the Project on Civil Discourse. 

Holt Paperbacks
Paperback | 496 pages | $21.99 
ISBN: 9781250838414 
e-book | compact disc | digital audio

St. Martin’s Griffin 
Paperback | 304 pages | $17.99  
ISBN: 9781250225184  
e-book 
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The End of Bias:  
A Beginning
How We Eliminate Unconscious Bias  
and Create a More Just World

Jessica Nordell
WINNER OF THE NAUTILUS AWARD

Discussions of unconscious bias typically focus on the 
problem, not on solutions. But how do we eradicate  
the unintentional prejudices that clash with our values  
and wreak havoc across medicine, the workplace,  
education, policing, and beyond? To find out, award- 
winning journalist and writer Jessica Nordell undertook 
a global search for solutions. The culmination of fifteen 
years’ immersion in the subject, The End of Bias:  
A Beginning explores how bias ends: the police unit  
in California where new incentives improved police  
behavior and decreased both arrests and violent crime, 
the checklist used by doctors that erased gender  
disparities in treatment, the media intervention that 
reduced religious intolerance in France. Weaving gripping 
stories with scientific research and exquisite writing, 
Nordell paints riveting portraits of those leading change 
and interrogates her own biases with candor and insight. 
Called “powerful” by Bloomberg and “rousing” by  
The Guardian, The End of Bias: A Beginning offers a 
hopeful, achievable vision: biased behavior can be 
remade and we can create a more just world.

“Although the book presents many convincing accounts of  
personal bias being reduced through self-reflection, it  
emphasizes, above all, the urgent need for systemic solutions.”  
—The New Yorker

Jessica Nordell is a science and culture  
journalist whose writing has appeared in  
The Atlantic, The New York Times, The New 
Republic, and many other publications. A former 
writer for public radio and producer for American 
Public Media, she graduated from Harvard  
University and the University of Wisconsin,  
Madison. She lives in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
The End of Bias: A Beginning is her first book.

Metropolitan Books
Paperback | 368 pages | $18.99
ISBN: 9781250812087
e-book | digital audio
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Picador 
Paperback | 288 pages | $18.00 
ISBN: 9781250800060 
e-book | compact disc | digital audio

St. Martin’s Press
Hardcover | 320 pages | $29.99
ISBN: 9781250273147
e-book | digital audio
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How to Navigate Life
The New Science of Finding Your Way in School,  
Career, and Beyond

Belle Liang, Ph.D.,  
and Timothy Klein, LCSW

Today’s college-bound students are stressed, anxious, and 
navigating demands in their lives unimaginable to a previous 
generation. How to Navigate Life shows that successful humans 
tap into their PURPOSE—the why behind the what and how. 
Belle Liang and Timothy Klein have devoted their careers to 
counseling students and cutting through the daily pressures to 
reveal a better way forward.

Belle Liang is a professor of counseling, developmental, and  
educational psychology at Boston College, a licensed clinical  
psychologist, and an expert in positive youth development.

Timothy Klein is an award-winning urban educator, clinical therapist, 
and school counselor, who was previously a teaching fellow at Harvard 
University.

The Tyranny of Merit
Can We Find the Common Good? 

Michael J. Sandel
World-renowned philosopher Michael J. Sandel argues that 
to overcome the crises that are upending our world, we must 
rethink the attitudes toward success and failure that have 
accompanied globalization and rising inequality. Sandel shows 
the hubris a meritocracy generates among the winners and the 
harsh judgment it imposes on those left behind, and traces 
the dire consequences across a wide swath of American life.
The Tyranny of Merit offers an alternative way of thinking about 
success and points us toward a hopeful vision of a new politics 
of the common good.

Michael J. Sandel teaches political philosophy at Harvard University.  
His books What Money Can’t Buy and Justice were international  
bestsellers.
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Rise Up! 
How You Can Join the Fight Against  
White Supremacy 

Dr. Crystal M. Fleming

Why are white supremacists still openly marching in  
the United States? Why are undocumented children of 
color separated from their families and housed in cages? 
Where did racism come from? Why hasn’t it already 
disappeared? And what can young people do about it? 
Rise Up! breaks down the origins of racial injustice and 
its continued impact today, connecting dots between the 
past and present. By including contemporary examples 
ripped from headlines and actionable ways young people 
can help create a more inclusive world, sociologist  
Dr. Crystal M. Fleming shares the knowledge and values 
that unite all anti-racists: compassion, solidarity, 
respect, and courage in the face of adversity. 

“A clear and damning appraisal of the United States’ long- 
standing relationship with white supremacy—with actionable 
advice for readers to do better . . . Through anecdotes and  
thorough research, Fleming leaves readers not just with a 
detailed account of the problems, but concludes with five  
things they can do to work toward justice. A smart guide  
to understanding and living anti-racism.”  
—Kirkus Reviews (starred review)  

Dr. Crystal M. Fleming is an award-winning  
sociologist and writer. She is Professor of 
Sociology and Africana Studies at Stony Brook 
University. Dr. Fleming completed her Ph.D. 
at Harvard University and publishes scholarly 
research on racial oppression and anti-racism. 
She is the author of an academic book on race 
and white supremacy in France, as well as the 
critically acclaimed How to Be Less Stupid About 
Race: On Racism, White Supremacy, and the 
Racial Divide. Her work appears in Newsweek, 
The Root, Huffington Post, and more.

Henry Holt and Co. BYR 
Hardcover | 256 pages | $19.99  
ISBN: 9781250226389  
e-book  
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Breathing Fire
Female Inmate Firefighters on the Front Lines  
of California’s Wildfires

Jaime Lowe

California’s wildfires get hotter, longer, and more extreme every 
year—fire season is now year-round. Breathing Fire is a rare, 
comprehensive look into California’s prison fire camps—a story 
that not only encompasses the state’s underlying catastrophes 
of climate change, economic disparity, and historical injustice, 
but also includes personal histories, relationships, desires, and 
the emotional and physical intensity of firefighting. Jaime Lowe’s 
reporting is a groundbreaking investigation of the prison system 
and an intimate portrayal of the women who put their lives on 
the line, while imprisoned, to save a state in peril. 

Jaime Lowe is the author of Mental and Digging for Dirt. She is  
a frequent contributor to The New York Times Magazine and has  
contributed to This American Life and Radiolab.

In the Shadow of  
the Mountain
A Memoir of Courage

Silvia Vasquez-Lavado 

When Silvia Vasquez-Lavado’s mother called her home to Peru, 
she knew something finally had to give. A former eBay executive, 
Silvia was hanging by a thread. She was deep in the throes of 
alcoholism, hiding her sexuality from her family, and repressing 
the abuse she’d suffered as a child. Her visit to Peru would 
become a turning point in her life. Silvia started climbing.  
In the Shadow of the Mountain is a remarkable story of heroism, 
one which awakens in all of us a lust for adventure, gratitude for 
the strong women in our lives, and faith in our own resilience.

Silvia Vasquez-Lavado is a humanitarian, mountaineer, explorer,  
social entrepreneur, and technologist living in San Francisco. In 2014, 
she launched the nonprofit Courageous Girls, which helps survivors  
of sexual abuse and trafficking.

Picador
Paperback | 320 pages | $18.00 
ISBN: 9781250849212 
e-book | digital audio

Holt Paperbacks
Paperback | 320 pages | $19.99 
ISBN: 9781250871084 
e-book | compact disc | digital audio  
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Factfulness 
Ten Reasons We’re Wrong About the World— 
and Why Things Are Better Than You Think 

Hans Rosling  
with Ola Rosling  
and Anna Rosling Rönnlund

When asked simple questions about global trends— 
what percentage of the world’s population lives in 
poverty; why the world’s population is increasing; how 
many girls finish school—we systematically get the 
answers wrong. So wrong that a chimpanzee choosing 
answers at random will consistently outguess teachers, 
journalists, Nobel laureates, and investment bankers. In 
Factfulness, professor of international health and global 
TED phenomenon Hans Rosling—together with his two 
longtime collaborators, Anna and Ola—offers a radical 
new explanation of why this happens and reveals the 
ten instincts that distort our perspective. Inspiring and 
revelatory, filled with lively anecdotes and moving stories, 
Factfulness is an urgent and essential book that will 
change the way you see the world and empower you to 
respond to the crises and opportunities of the future. 

“This magnificent book ends with a plea for a factual world 
view. Rosling was optimistic that this outlook will spread, 
because it is a useful navigational tool in a complex world,  
and a genuine antidote to negativity and hopelessness.” 
—Nature  

Hans Rosling was a medical doctor, professor 
of international health and renowned public 
educator. He was an adviser to the World Health 
Organization and UNICEF, and co-founded 
Médecins sans Frontières in Sweden and the 
Gapminder Foundation. His TED talks have been 
viewed more than 35 million times, and he was 
listed as one of Time’s 100 Most Influential 
People in the World. Hans died in 2017.  

Ola Rosling and Anna Rosling Rönnlund, Hans’s 
son and daughter-in-law, are co-founders of the 
Gapminder Foundation. They have both received 
international awards for their work.

Flatiron Books 
Paperback | 352 pages | $17.99  
ISBN: 9781250123824  
e-book

©
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Lifelines 
A Doctor’s Journey in the Fight for Public Health 

Leana Wen, MD

“Public health saved your life today—you just don’t  
know it” is a phrase that Dr. Leana Wen likes to use.  
You don’t know it because good public health is invisible. 
It becomes visible only in its absence, when it is under-
funded and ignored, a bitter truth revealed as never  
before by the devastation of COVID-19. Dr. Wen has lived 
on the front lines of public health, leading the fight 
against the opioid epidemic, outbreaks of infectious 
disease, maternal and infant mortality, and COVID-19 
disinformation. Here, in gripping detail, she lays bare 
the lifesaving work of public health and its innovative 
approach to social ills. She also tells her own uniquely 
American story: an immigrant from China whose family 
received food stamps and were at times homeless, 
despite her parents working multiple jobs. That child 
went on to attend college at thirteen, become a Rhodes 
Scholar, and turn to public health as the way to make 
a difference in the country that had offered her such 
possibilities. Ultimately, she insists, it is public health 
that ensures citizens are not robbed of decades of life 
and that where children live does not determine whether 
they live.

“Until recently, I knew Dr. Leana Wen as a source of medical  
expertise and common sense . . . But in the pages of her new 
book, Lifelines, I learned about Wen’s remarkable background, 
and the searing experiences that drove her into public health . . .  
Wen’s memoir is a call to action. Eventually the country will  
get past this virus, but Wen is right: Actually getting well is 
going to be a much longer project.”  
—Karen Tumulty, The Washington Post

Dr. Leana Wen is an emergency physician, 
public health professor at George Washington 
University, and nonresident senior fellow at the 
Brookings Institution. She is also a contributing 
columnist for The Washington Post and a CNN 
medical analyst. Previously, she served as 
Baltimore’s health commissioner, where she led 
the nation’s oldest continuously operating public 
health department. She is the author of the 
patient advocacy book When Doctors Don’t  
Listen: How to Avoid Misdiagnoses and  
Unnecessary Tests. Dr. Wen lives with her  
husband and their two young children  
in Baltimore.

Metropolitan Books
Paperback | 352 pages | $18.99 
ISBN: 9781250839350 
e-book | digital audio
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Nomad Century
How Climate Migration Will Reshape Our World

Gaia Vince

Climate change is devastating wildland and farmland,  
endangering food supplies, and exacerbating conflict. Drought, 
heat, wildfire, floods, and storms are already uprooting people 
everywhere. Billions of people will be driven from their homes  
in the coming decades: you will be among them or receiving 
them. But there is a solution. In Nomad Century, Gaia Vince  
describes a total remapping of the earth’s human geography 
away from the most perilous regions to new centers in the  
Far North. It is an urgent investigation of the most  
underreported, seismic consequence of climate change:  
how it will force us to change where—and how—we live.  

Gaia Vince is an honorary senior research fellow at the Anthropocene  
Institute at University College London and is the author of  
Transcendence and Adventures in the Anthropocene. 

The Next Great Migration
The Beauty and Terror of Life on the Move 

Sonia Shah 
FINALIST FOR THE PEN/E.O. WILSON LITERARY SCIENCE WRITING AWARD 

The news today is full of stories of dislocated people on the 
move. Wild species, too, are escaping warming seas and  
desiccated lands, creeping, swimming, and flying in a mass 
exodus from their past habitats. Far from being a disruptive 
behavior to be quelled at any cost, migration is an ancient  
and lifesaving response to environmental change, a biological 
imperative as necessary as breathing. In other words, migration 
is not the crisis—it is the solution. The Next Great Migration  
makes the case for a future in which migration is not a source  
of fear, but of hope.

Sonia Shah is an investigative journalist and the author of 
Pandemic and The Fever. Shah was born in New York City  
to Indian immigrants.

Flatiron Books
Hardcover | 288 pages | $28.99 
ISBN: 9781250821614 
e-book | digital audio

Bloomsbury Publishing 
Paperback | 400 pages | $18.00  
ISBN: 9781635577860  
e-book
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All Boys Aren’t Blue
A Memoir-Manifesto

George M. Johnson

In their groundbreaking young adult memoir, prominent 
writer and LGBTQIA+ activist George M. Johnson shares 
both glorious and gut-wrenching memories of growing  
up Black and queer in America. From getting bullied  
at age five, to visiting flea markets with their loving  
grandmother, to the thrilling frontiers of first  
relationships, Johnson’s early life is a profound tapestry 
of everyday experiences. As a rising star in cultural  
criticism, Johnson turns their passion for exploring  
intersectional identities to their own life by weaving  
questions of gender, masculinity, brotherhood, family,  
and Black joy throughout their stories. Posing the same 
questions to the reader, they invites us to consider what 
social influences have governed our own lives. Most  
central to Johnson’s journey is how to reconcile their 
Blackness and their queerness—identities that are 
sometimes at odds in their story. The answer is a  
reassuring testimony for queer men of color: They are 
equal parts to a whole and perfectly designed person.  
The bravery with which Johnson shares their story is 
breathtaking. All Boys Aren’t Blue establishes their  
legacy as an essential voice among young adults  
for generations to come.

“An exuberant, unapologetic memoir infused with a deep but 
cleareyed love for its subjects.”  
—Jennifer Harlan, The New York Times Book Review

George M. Johnson is a writer and activist 
based in New York. Johnson has written on race, 
gender, sex, and culture for Essence,  
The Advocate, BuzzFeed News, Teen Vogue,  
and more than forty other national publications. 
They have appeared on BuzzFeed’s AM2DM as 
well as on MSNBC.

Farrar, Straus and Giroux BYR
Hardcover | 320 pages | $18.99 
ISBN: 9780374312718 
e-book | compact disc | digital audio
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Robert E. Lee and Me
A Southerner’s Reckoning with the Myth  
of the Lost Cause 

Ty Seidule

Ty Seidule grew up revering Robert E. Lee. From his  
southern childhood to his service in the U.S. Army, every 
part of his life reinforced the Lost Cause myth: that 
Lee was the greatest man who ever lived, and that the 
Confederates were underdogs who lost the Civil War with 
honor. Now, as a retired brigadier general and Professor 
Emeritus of History at West Point, his view has radically 
changed. From a soldier, a scholar, and a southerner,  
he believes that American history demands a reckoning. 
In a unique blend of history and reflection, Seidule  
deconstructs the truth about the Confederacy—that 
its undisputed primary goal was the subjugation and 
enslavement of Black Americans—and directly  
challenges the idea of honoring those who labored to 
preserve that system and committed treason in their 
failed attempt to achieve it. Through the arc of his own 
life, as well as the culture that formed him, he seeks a 
path to understanding why the facts of the Civil War  
have remained buried beneath layers of myth and even 
outright lies—and how they embody a cultural gulf that 
separates millions of Americans to this day. Part history 
lecture, part meditation on the Civil War and its fallout, 
and part memoir, Robert E. Lee and Me challenges the 
deeply held legends and myths of the Confederacy—  
and provides a surprising interpretation of essential 
truths that our country still has a difficult time  
articulating and accepting. 

“Seidule has written an extraordinary and courageous book,  
a confessional of America’s great sins of slavery and racial  
oppression, a call to confront our wrongs, reject our  
mythologized racist past and resolve to create a just future  
for all.” —Jeff Rowe, Associated Press

Brigadier General Ty Seidule, U.S. Army  
(Retired), is the Chamberlain Fellow at Hamilton 
College and Professor Emeritus of History at the 
United States Military Academy at West Point.  
He served in the U.S. Army for more than 35 
years, including two decades in the Department 
of History at West Point. He has published 
numerous books, articles, and videos on military 
history, including the award-winning The West 
Point History of the Civil War. He serves as Vice 
Chair for the Naming Commission to rename 
Department of Defense assets that honor 
Confederates.

St. Martin’s Griffin 
Paperback | 304 pages | $17.99  
ISBN: 9781250239280  
e-book | digital audio
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Sigh, Gone
A Misfit’s Memoir of Great Books, Punk Rock, 
and the Fight to Fit In

Phuc Tran
WINNER OF THE NEW ENGLAND BOOK AWARD 

In 1975, during the fall of Saigon, Phuc Tran immigrates 
to America along with his family, landing in Carlisle, 
Pennsylvania, a small town where the Trans struggle to 
assimilate into their new life. Against the hairspray- 
and-synthesizer backdrop of the eighties, Tran finds  
solace and kinship in the wisdom of classic literature, 
and in the subculture of punk rock, he finds affirmation 
and echoes of his disaffection. In this irreverent and  
moving coming-of-age memoir, Tran navigates feelings  
of isolation, teenage rebellion, and bewildering  
experiences of abuse, racism, and tragedy. In his journey 
of self-discovery, Tran ultimately finds refuge and  
inspiration in the art that shapes—and ultimately 
saves—him.

“In this confused and scary time, a story about displacement 
that itself is so scrambled feels just right to me . . . In actuality 
and on the pages of this memoir, Tran’s life goes off-road,  
defies reading plans or most other kinds of plans. Which  
makes Sigh, Gone a congenial read for our chaotic time.”  
—Maureen Corrigan, NPR, Fresh Air  

Phuc Tran has been a high school Latin  
teacher for more than twenty years while also 
simultaneously establishing himself as a highly 
sought-after tattooer in the Northeast. Tran 
graduated from Bard College with a B.A. in  
classics and received the Callanan Classics 
Prize. He taught Latin, Greek, and Sanskrit in 
New York at the Collegiate School and was an 
instructor at Brooklyn College’s summer Latin/
Greek Institute. Most recently, he taught Latin, 
Greek, and German at the Waynflete School. He 
currently tattoos at and owns Tsunami Tattoo in 
Portland, Maine, where he lives with his family.

Flatiron Books
Paperback | 320 pages | $18.99 
ISBN: 9781250826619   
e-book | digital audio
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I’m Possible
A Story of Survival, a Tuba, and the  
Small Miracle of a Big Dream

Richard Antoine White

Young Richard Antoine White and his mother don’t have  
a place to call home. But they have each other, and  
Richard believes he can look after his mother, even  
as she struggles with alcoholism and sometimes  
disappears. Richard always finds her again—until one 
night, when he almost dies searching for her in the snow 
and is taken in by his adoptive grandparents. Living with 
his grandparents is an adjustment, but when Richard 
joins band for something to do, he discovers a talent and 
a sense of purpose. Soon Richard thrives in his musical 
studies, even as he navigates racial and socioeconomic 
disparities as one of few Black students in his programs. 
Pushing forward on his remarkable path, Richard secures 
a coveted spot in a symphony orchestra and becomes  
the first African American to earn a doctorate in music  
for tuba performance. A professor, mentor, and  
motivational speaker, Richard now shares his  
extraordinary story—of dreaming big, impossible  
dreams and making them come true.  

“White’s story is inspiring, and he writes movingly about  
those who weren’t given the same opportunities, those  
without talent and a strong network, who didn’t make it out.” 
—Clyde McGrady, The Washington Post

Richard Antoine White received his bachelor’s 
degree at the Peabody Conservatory of Music and 
his master’s and doctoral degrees at Indiana 
University. He is principal tubist of the Santa Fe 
Symphony and is in his tenth season as principal 
tubist of the New Mexico Philharmonic. He enjoys 
teaching at the University of New Mexico, where 
he is professor of tuba/euphonium. 

Flatiron Books
Paperback | 256 pages | $17.99 
ISBN: 9781250269669 
e-book | digital audio
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Uncomfortable  
Conversations  
with a Black Man
Emmanuel Acho

Emmanuel Acho believes the only way to cure our nation’s  
oldest disease—racism—starts with a revolutionary idea:  
actually talking to one another. Acho connects his own  
experience with race and racism with lessons of history and 
culture and the wisdom of other Black voices. Filled with honest 
reflections and actionable conclusions, the is an essential guide 
to the conversations we should all be having to increase our 
understanding and join the anti-racist fight. 

Emmanuel Acho is the cohost of FS1’s Speak for Yourself and the host/
producer of Uncomfortable Conversations with a Black Man, the ground-
breaking online series. He is a former NFL linebacker and has a master’s 
degree in sports psychology from the University of Texas. 

How We Can Win
Race, History and Changing the Money Game  
That’s Rigged

Kimberly Jones

When political activist Kimberly Jones’s video “How Can We 
Win” went viral amid the protests spurred by the murder of 
George Floyd, she gave a history lesson that, in just over six 
minutes, captured the economic struggles of Black people in 
America. Within days, the video had been viewed by millions  
of people around the world, riveted by Jones’s damning— 
and stunningly succinct—analysis of the enduring disparities 
Black Americans face. In How We Can Win, Jones delves into  
the impacts of systemic racism and reveals how her formative 
years in Chicago gave birth to a lifelong devotion to justice.

Kimberly Jones is an activist, former bookseller and current host of 
the Well-Read Black Girl book club’s Atlanta chapter. Jones is also 
co-author of the bestselling YA novels I’m Not Dying with You Tonight 
and Why We Fly.

Flatiron Books: An Oprah Book
Paperback | 256 pages | $18.99
ISBN: 9781250800473
e-book | compact disc | digital audio

Holt Paperbacks
Paperback | 192 pages | $17.99 
ISBN: 9781250848833 
e-book | digital audio
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You’re Not Listening
What You’re Missing and Why It Matters

Kate Murphy

Despite living in a world where technology allows 
constant digital communication and opportunities to 
connect, it seems no one is really listening or even knows 
how. And it’s making us lonelier, more isolated, and less 
tolerant than ever before. A listener by trade, New York 
Times contributor Kate Murphy wanted to know how we 
got here. In this engaging and humorous deep dive, 
Murphy explains why we’re not listening, what it’s doing 
to us, and how we can reverse the trend. She makes 
accessible the psychology, neuroscience, and sociology 
of listening while also introducing us to some of the best 
listeners out there (including a CIA agent, focus group 
moderator, bartender, radio producer, and top furniture 
salesman). Equal parts cultural observation, scientific 
exploration, and rousing call to action that’s full of  
practical advice, You’re Not Listening shows us how  
to reclaim the lost art of listening.

“This lively book makes an impassioned plea for listening . . . 
You’re Not Listening is an instructive and thought-provoking 
book that will help readers think about the way they frame 
questions and responses to forge intimacy.” —Financial Times

Kate Murphy is a Houston, Texas-based  
journalist who has written for The New York 
Times, The Wall Street Journal, The Economist, 
Agence France-Presse, and Texas Monthly.

Celadon Books
Paperback | 304 pages | $17.99 
ISBN: 9781250779878 
e-book | compact disc | digital audio 
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You Sound Like  
a White Girl
The Case for Rejecting Assimilation

Julissa Arce

When Julissa Arce’s high school crush told her she 
“sounded like a white girl,” she took it as a compliment. 
As a young immigrant from Mexico, she’d been trying to 
assimilate ever since arriving in Texas. She’d spent hours 
practicing her English enunciation. Her family had bought 
into the idea of American exceptionalism, believing that 
anything was possible as long as she worked hard and 
stayed out of trouble. These beliefs led her to college and 
a prestigious job, but she soon realized she was running 
a race without a finish line. “Sounding like a white girl” 
was a racist idea meant to tame her, change her, and 
make her small. In this bold yet intimate book, Julissa 
provocatively combs through cultural commentary,  
veiled history, and personal experiences to show that 
assimilation is designed to keep Black and Brown  
Americans and immigrants in a purgatory—neither  
able to secure power and belonging within whiteness  
nor in the community and cultures whiteness demands 
immigrants and people of color leave behind. After  
exposing popular lies about whiteness, English, and 
success, she forges a path for reclaiming our history, 
identity, and culture. You Sound Like a White Girl offers  
a new promise: Only by turning away from the white gaze 
can we truly make America beautiful and find belonging.

“In a careful, forcefully argued polemic, she picks apart the 
myth of American assimilation. No matter how much she 
effaced her Mexican background, Arce argues, she still didn’t 
have a White person’s privileges.” —James Tarmy, Bloomberg

Julissa Arce is a nationally recognized 
author, sought-after speaker, producer, and 
social-change maker. She is the bestselling 
author of My (Underground) American Dream 
and Someone Like Me. Arce is a frequent writer 
for Time magazine and has provided political 
commentary across numerous TV networks.  
She is the cofounder of the Ascend Educational 
Fund, a college scholarship and mentorship 
program for immigrant students regardless 
of their immigration status. She serves on the 
board of directors of the National Immigration 
Law Center and Aspire Public Schools. She lives 
in Los Angeles with her family. Visit her website 
at julissaarce.com.

Flatiron Books
Paperback | 224 pages | $18.99  
ISBN: 9781250827821 
e-book | digital audio
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Wild Tongues  
Can’t Be Tamed
15 Voices from the Latinx Diaspora

Edited by Saraciea J. Fennell

In Wild Tongues Can’t Be Tamed, bestselling and award- 
winning authors as well as up-and-coming voices  
interrogate different myths and stereotypes about the 
Latinx diaspora. These fifteen original pieces delve  
into everything from ghost stories and superheroes, to 
memories in the kitchen and travels around the world, to 
addiction and grief, to identity and anti-Blackness,  
to finding love and speaking truth. Full of both sorrow  
and joy, Wild Tongues Can’t Be Tamed is an essential 
celebration of this rich and diverse community. The  
bestselling and award-winning contributors include  
Elizabeth Acevedo, Cristina Arreola, Ingrid Rojas  
Contreras, Naima Coster, Natasha Diaz, Saraciea J. 
Fennell, Kahlil Haywood, Zakiya Jamal, Janel Martinez, 
Jasminne Mendez, Meg Medina, Mark Oshiro, Julian 
Randall, Lilliam Rivera, and Ibi Zoboi.

“Wild Tongues Can’t Be Tamed is an inspiring book for those 
who will see their own struggles with identity and belonging 
reflected within these pages.”  
—Reyna Grande, San Francisco Chronicle

Saraciea J. Fennell is a Black Honduran writer 
and the founder of The Bronx is Reading. She is 
also a book publicist who has worked with many 
award-winning and New York Times bestselling 
authors. Fennell sits on the board for Latinx in 
Publishing as well as on the Advisory Board of 
People of Color in Publishing. She lives in the 
Bronx with her family.

Flatiron Books
Hardcover | 272 pages | $18.99
ISBN: 9781250763426
e-book | digital audio 
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An Abolitionist’s  
Handbook
12 Steps to Changing Yourself and the World

Patrisse Cullors

In An Abolitionist’s Handbook, Patrisse Cullors charts a  
framework for how everyday activists can effectively fight for  
an abolitionist present and future. Filled with relatable pedagogy 
on the history of abolition, a reimagining of what reparations 
look like for Black lives, and real-life anecdotes from Cullors, 
this book is for those who are looking to reimagine a world  
where communities are treated with dignity, care, and respect.  
It gives us permission to move away from cancel culture  
and into visioning change and healing.

“This book is a must-read for all of us.” —Michelle Alexander, New York 
Times bestselling author of The New Jim Crow

When They Call You  
a Terrorist
A Black Lives Matter Memoir 

Patrisse Cullors & asha bandele
FOREWORD BY ANGELA DAVIS

When Trayvon Martin’s killer went free, Patrisse Cullors’s outrage 
led her to co-found Black Lives Matter with Alicia Garza and Opal 
Tometi. When They Call You a Terrorist is an empowering account 
of survival, strength, and resilience and a call to action to change 
the culture that declares innocent Black life expendable. 

Patrisse Cullors is a co-founder and former executive director of  
the Black Lives Matter Global Network Foundation. Patrisse is also the 
Faculty Director of Arizona’s Prescott College Social and Environmental 
Arts Practice M.F.A. program. 

asha bandele is the author of The Prisoner’s Wife. She is a mother,  
a former senior editor at Essence, and a senior director at the Drug 
Policy Alliance.

St. Martin’s Press 
Hardcover | 288 pages | $26.99  
ISBN: 9781250272973  
e-book | compact disc | digital audio

St. Martin’s Griffin 
Paperback | 288 pages | $16.99  
ISBN: 9781250306906  
e-book | compact disc | digital audio  
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The Dragons,  
the Giant, the Women
A Memoir 

Wayétu Moore 
FINALIST FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD

When Wayétu Moore turns five years old, her father and 
grandmother throw her a big birthday party at their  
home in Monrovia, Liberia, but all she can think about 
is how much she misses her mother, who is working and 
studying in faraway New York. Before she gets the reunion 
her father promised her, war breaks out in Liberia.  
The family is forced to flee their home on foot, walking 
and hiding for three weeks until they arrive in the village 
of Lai. Finally, a rebel soldier smuggles them across the 
border to Sierra Leone, reuniting the family and setting 
them off on yet another journey, this time to the United 
States. Spanning this harrowing experience in Moore’s 
early childhood, her years adjusting to life in Texas as  
a Black woman and an immigrant, and her eventual 
return to Liberia, The Dragons, the Giant, the Women is  
a deeply moving story of the search for home in the midst 
of upheaval. In capturing both the hazy magic and stark 
realities of what is becoming an increasingly pervasive 
experience, Moore shines a light on the great political and 
personal forces that continue to affect many migrants 
around the world, and calls us all to acknowledge the 
tenacious power of love and family. 

“Moore’s immersive, exhilarating memoir, The Dragons, the 
Giant, the Women, is framed by her family’s harrowing escape 
from that civil war . . . This memoir adds an essential voice 
to the genre of migrant literature, challenging false popular 
narratives that migration is optional, permanent and always 
results in a better life.”  
—Grace Talusan, The New York Times Book Review

Wayétu Moore is the author of She Would Be 
King and the founder of One Moore Book. She is  
a graduate of Howard University, Columbia  
University, and the University of Southern  
California. She lives in Brooklyn, New York.

Graywolf Press 
Paperback | 272 pages | $16.00  
ISBN: 9781644450567  
e-book  
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Uphill
A Memoir

Jemele Hill

Jemele Hill’s world came crashing down when she called 
President Trump a “white supremacist”; the White House 
wanted her fired from ESPN, and she was deluged with 
death threats. But Hill had faced tougher adversaries 
growing up in Detroit than a tweeting president. Beneath 
the exterior of one of the most recognizable journalists in 
America was a need—a calling—to break her family’s 
cycle of intergenerational trauma. Born in the middle of  
a lively routine Friday night Monopoly game to a teen 
mother and a heroin-addicted father, Hill constantly 
adjusted to the harsh realities of not only her own  
childhood but the inherited generational pain of her 
mother and grandmother. Her escape was writing.  
Hill’s mother was less than impressed with the brassy 
and bold free expression of her diary, but Hill never 
stopped discovering and amplifying her voice. Through 
hard work and a constant willingness to learn, Hill rose 
from newspaper reporter to columnist to new heights 
as the coanchor for ESPN’s revered SportsCenter. Soon, 
she earned respect and support for her fearless opinions 
and unshakable confidence, as well as a reputation as 
a trusted journalist who speaks her mind with truth 
and conviction. In Uphill, Hill shares the whole story of 
her work, the women of her family, and her complicated 
relationship with God in an unapologetic, character-rich, 
and eloquent memoir.

Jemele Hill is the Emmy Award–winning former 
cohost of ESPN’s SportsCenter and 2018 NABJ 
Journalist of the Year. Hill is a contributing  
writer for The Atlantic, where she covers the 
intersection of sports, race, politics, and culture. 
She is also the producer of a Disney/ESPN 
documentary with Colin Kaepernick. She grew 
up in Detroit, graduated from Michigan State 
University, and now lives in Los Angeles.

Henry Holt & Co.
Hardcover | 256 pages | $27.99 
ISBN: 9781250624376 
e-book | compact disc | digital audio
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Guardians of the Trees
A Journey of Hope Through Healing the Planet:  
A Memoir

Kinari Webb, M.D.
WINNER OF THE NAUTILUS BOOK AWARD

Kinari Webb takes us on an exhilarating journey across the world, 
sharing her passion for the natural world and for humanity. This 
book chronicles the inspiring story of one woman’s quest to heal 
the world. But just when everything was going right, Webb would 
spend the next four years fighting for her life, a fight that would 
lead her to rethink everything. Was she ready to expand her work 
to a global scale and take climate change head on?  

Kinari Webb, M.D., is the founder of Health In Harmony and a cofounder 
of Alam Sehat Lestari (ASRI). Dr. Webb splits her time between Indonesia, 
international site assessments, and the San Francisco Bay Area.

Cobalt Red
How the Blood of the Congo Powers Our Lives

Siddharth Kara

Cobalt is an essential component to every lithium-ion  
rechargeable battery made today, the batteries that power  
our smartphones, tablets, laptops, and electric vehicles.  
Cobalt Red is the searing, first-ever exposé of the immense  
toll taken on the people and environment of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo by cobalt mining, as told through  
the testimonies of the Congolese people themselves. Activist  
and researcher Siddharth Kara traveled deep into cobalt  
territory to document the testimonies of the people living, 
working, and dying for cobalt.

Siddharth Kara is a British Academy Global Professor, an Associate  
Professor of Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery at Nottingham  
University, and a Senior Fellow at the Harvard School of Public Health. 
Kara has authored three books on modern slavery and is based  
in the U.K. 

Flatiron Books
Paperback | 320 pages | $18.99 
ISBN: 9781250751393 
e-book | digital audio

St. Martin’s Press
Hardcover | 288 pages | $29.99 
ISBN: 9781250284303 
e-book | digital audio
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Buses Are a Comin’ 
Memoir of a Freedom Rider 

Charles Person  
with Richard Rooker

At eighteen, Charles Person was the youngest of the 
original Freedom Riders, key figures in the U.S. civil rights 
movement who left Washington, D.C., by bus in 1961, 
headed for New Orleans. This purposeful mix of Black 
and white, male and female activists—including future 
Congressman John Lewis, Congress of Racial Equality  
Director James Farmer, and CORE field secretary  
Genevieve Hughes—set out to discover whether America 
would abide by a Supreme Court decision that ruled 
segregation unconstitutional in bus depots, waiting 
areas, restaurants, and restrooms nationwide. Two buses 
proceeded through Virginia and North and South Carolina 
to Georgia, where they were greeted by Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., and finally to Alabama. There, the Freedom  
Riders found their answer: no. One bus was burned to 
a shell, its riders narrowly escaping; the second, which 
Charles rode, was set upon by a mob that beat several 
riders nearly to death. Buses Are a Comin’ provides a 
front-row view of the struggle to belong in America, as 
Charles Person accompanies his colleagues off the bus, 
into the station, into the mob, and into history to help  
defeat segregation’s violent grip on African American 
lives. It is also a challenge from a teenager of a previous 
era to the young people of today: Become agents of 
transformation. Stand firm. Create a more just and moral 
country where students have a voice, youth can make  
a difference, and everyone belongs. 

“Buses Are a Comin’ chronicles Person’s political coming of age 
during the civil rights movement . . . [His] memoir is a sobering, 
first-person account of that historic bus ride.”  
—Suzanne Van Atten, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Charles Person is one of two living Freedom 
Riders who remained with the original Ride from 
its start in Washington, D.C., to New Orleans.  
A sought-after public speaker, Person maintains 
active contact with schools, museums, and  
the activist community. He lives in Atlanta.

Richard Rooker is an English and history 
educator, writing coach, and longtime personal 
friend of Person’s. He is an active board member 
of the Indiana Historical Society.

St. Martin’s Griffin 
Paperback | 304 pages | $17.99  
ISBN: 9781250836762  
e-book | digital audio 
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The Least of Us
True Tales of America and Hope in the Time  
of Fentanyl and Meth

Sam Quinones
WITH A NEW AFTERWORD BY THE AUTHOR 
NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD FINALIST

In this book, Sam Quinones discovers how addiction is  
exacerbated by consumer-product corporations. “In a time  
when drug traffickers act like corporations and corporations  
like traffickers,” he writes, “our best defense, perhaps our  
only defense, lies in bolstering community.” Weaving analysis  
of the drug trade into stories of humble communities,  
The Least of Us delivers an unexpected and awe-inspiring 
response to the opioid epidemic that shocked the nation. 

“Quinones is perhaps our best big-picture analyst of America’s  
markets for addictive drugs.” —The Washington Post

Dreamland
The True Tale of America’s Opiate Epidemic 

Sam Quinones 
WITH A NEW AFTERWORD BY THE AUTHOR 
WINNER OF THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD  

Sam Quinones reveals how addiction has devastated the 
blue-collar city of Portsmouth, Ohio. Introducing a memorable 
cast of characters, Quinones weaves together the story of Purdue 
Pharma’s campaign to market OxyContin and the massive influx 
of black tar heroin from one small county on Mexico’s west coast. 
This book is a revelatory account of the corrosive threat facing 
hundreds of small rural towns and suburbs across America. 

“Dreamland—true crime, sociology, and exposé—illuminates  
a catastrophe unfolding all around us, right now.” —Slate  

Sam Quinones is a former Los Angeles Times reporter and author of 
three acclaimed books of narrative nonfiction. He lives in California. 

Bloomsbury Publishing 
Paperback | 432 pages | $18.00 
ISBN: 9781639730476  
e-book

Bloomsbury Publishing 
Paperback | 400 pages | $18.00  
ISBN: 9781620402528  
e-book 
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Hometown Victory
A Coach’s Story of Football, Fate,  
and Coming Home

Keanon Lowe  
with Justin Spizman

The buzz from the stands falls away as Coach Lowe looks 
around the huddle. In his players’ eyes, he can see two 
things: this team hasn’t won a single game in twenty- 
three tries, and now they’re looking to him to change  
that. Only months before, Coach Lowe was standing on  
a sideline next to Colin Kaepernick, with a plum NFL 
coaching job and a burgeoning career. But then his  
childhood friend and former teammate suddenly died 
from an opioid overdose. He dropped everything and 
returned home to a neglected neighborhood on the east 
side of Portland, Oregon, where he picked up a job  
coaching football at Parkrose High School. The lessons 
Coach Lowe brings to the field come from his own life- 
defining experiences: stepping up to be the man  
of the house at eight years old, finding crucial support 
and mentorship on a football team, and learning to  
lead during a sparkling college career. Now, as the  
underdogs kick off their season, it’s time to see if hard  
work and tough love pay off. Especially as the school 
community grapples with an unimaginable shock and 
tragedy. With the heart of favorite football classics— 
The Blind Side, Friday Night Lights, Remember the 
Titans—Coach Lowe’s journey at Parkrose is the true 
account of a life spent striving forward, even when  
the odds are stacked against you. Hometown Victory  
is a story about gratitude, service, and most  
of all, hope.

Keanon Lowe is a football coach and former 
Division I football player for the Oregon Ducks. 
He gained widespread media attention in May 
2019 after disarming an active school shooter 
and embracing him until the police arrived. After 
playing as a wide receiver for half a decade, 
Lowe went to work in Philadelphia as an analyst 
for the Philadelphia Eagles and then as an 
offensive analyst for the San Francisco 49ers.  
He was the head coach for both football and 
track and field at Parkrose High School.

Justin Spizman is an award-winning and best-
selling author, ghostwriter, and editor. He has 
worked on We Rise with Xiuhtezcatl Martinez, 
Taking Your Team to the Top with Ted Sundquist, 
and is the coauthor of Don’t Give Up . . . Don’t 
Ever Give Up: The Inspiration of Jimmy V. Justin 
lives in Atlanta, Georgia, with his family.

Flatiron Books
Hardcover | 240 pages | $28.99 
ISBN: 9781250807632 
e-book | compact disc | digital audio
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John Della Volpe is the Director of Polling 
at the Harvard Kennedy School Institute of 
Politics, where he has led the institute’s polling 
initiatives on understanding American youth 
since 2000. John appears regularly on MSNBC’s 
Morning Joe and his insights on the Millennial 
generation are found in national media outlets 
in the U.S. and abroad, including the Daily Show 
with Trevor Noah.

St. Martin’s Press 
Hardcover | 272 pages | $28.99  
ISBN: 9781250260468  
e-book  

Available in April 2023 
Paperback | 272 pages | $18.99 
ISBN: 9781250875518
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Fight
How Gen Z Is Channeling Their Fear and Passion 
to Save America 

John Della Volpe 
FOREWORD BY DAVID HOGG  

September 11. The war on terror. Hurricane Katrina. The 
2008 financial crisis. The opioid epidemic. Mass school 
shootings. Climate change. Racial injustice. The whiplash 
between the election of the first Black president and 
Donald Trump. COVID-19. Generation Z (also known as 
“Zoomers”)—those born from the late 1990s to early 
2000s—has been faced with an onslaught of turmoil, 
destruction, and instability unprecedented in modern  
history. And it shows: They are more stressed, anxious, 
and depressed than previous generations. But Gen Z 
has not buckled under this tremendous weight. On the 
contrary, they have organized around the issues America 
has left unsolved, from gun control to racial and  
environmental justice to economic inequality, becoming 
more politically engaged than their elders were at their 
age and showing a unique willingness to disrupt the  
status quo. In Fight, Della Volpe shows the largest forces 
shaping Zoomers’ lives, the issues they care most about, 
and how they are—despite older Americans’ efforts to 
label Gen Z as overly sensitive, lazy, and entitled—rising 
to the unique challenges of their time to take control of 
their country and our future.

“Volpe has been talking to America’s young people for over  
20 years. In Fight, he brings some of those recent conversations 
to life and looks at what Generation Z is doing to overcome 
challenges and contribute to the country.” —The Christian 
Science Monitor



Don’t Look Back
A Memoir of War, Survival, and My Journey  
from Sudan to America

Achut Deng and Keely Hutton

I want life. We don’t have life here. All we have is hope. 
Hope it will rain so we have enough water. Hope our small 
rations will last the month. Hope we will wake in the 
morning. Hope we will see our friends again at the well. 
Hope death will spare us for one more day. We have hope 
here, but hope is not life. This is not life. I want life.  

This was Achut Deng’s reality at Kakuma Refugee Camp 
in Kenya for ten years after her family was ripped apart 
by the Second Sudanese Civil War. The twenty-two-year 
conflict essentially orphaned more than twenty thousand 
children and drove them from their villages in southern 
Sudan. Some children walked over a thousand miles, 
through dangerous war zones and across unforgiving 
deserts, seeking sanctuary at refugee camps.  
These children are often referred to as the Lost Boys.  
But there were girls, too. Achut Deng was one of them. 
This is her story. It’s a story of unimaginable hardship 
and selfless bravery, of tormenting physical pain and 
amazing emotional resilience, and of the unbreakable 
bonds of friendship and family. It’s a story about what 
happens when your dream comes true, only to give way  
to a new nightmare. It’s about how hard you will fight  
to save your own life.

“This is a gripping account of an extraordinary journey . . .  
A powerful read for this time of unprecedented refugee  
movement across the globe.” —Kirkus Reviews

Achut Deng was born in southern Sudan and 
came to America as a refugee when she was 
sixteen years old. She is now an American citizen 
and works in human resources at a meat- 
packing plant in South Dakota, where she also 
resides. She is the mother of three sons. 

Keely Hutton is a children’s book author and 
former English teacher. She worked closely  
with Ricky Richard Anywar to tell his story in  
her debut novel, Soldier Boy. Her second novel,  
Secret Soldiers, was a 2020 Bank Street Best 
Children’s Book of the Year and a 2020  
Children’s Book Council Notable Social Studies 
Book for Young People. She lives in New York  
with her family.

Farrar, Straus and Giroux BYR
Hardcover | 368 pages | $18.99 
ISBN: 9780374389727 
e-book | digital audio 
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The Arbornaut
A Life Discovering the Eighth Continent  
in the Trees Above Us

Meg Lowman

Meg Lowman is one of the world’s foremost arbornauts, known 
as the “real-life Lorax.” The Arbornaut chronicles Lowman’s 
irresistible story and launches us into the life and work of a  
field scientist, ecologist, and conservationist. She offers hope,  
specific plans, and recommendations for action. It is the  
engrossing, uplifting story of a nerdy tree climber—the only  
girl at the science fair—who becomes a giant inspiration,  
a groundbreaking, ground-defying field biologist, and a hero  
for trees everywhere.

Meg Lowman, Ph.D., aka “CanopyMeg,” is the executive director of  
the TREE Foundation and a professor at the National University of 
Singapore, Arizona State University, and Universiti Sains Malaysia.

Girlhood
Melissa Febos
WINNER OF THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD

Melissa Febos examines the narratives women are told about 
what it means to be female and what it takes to free oneself 
from them. Blending investigative reporting, memoir, and  
scholarship, Febos charts how she and others like her have 
reimagined relationships and made room for the anger, grief, 
power, and pleasure women have long been taught to deny. 
Girlhood is a philosophical treatise, an anthem for women,  
and a searing study of the transitions into and away from  
girlhood, toward a chosen self.

“Febos is an intoxicating writer, but I found myself most grateful  
for the vivid clarity of her thinking.” —The Atlantic

Melissa Febos is the author of the memoir Whip Smart and two  
essay collections: Abandon Me and Girlhood. She is an associate  
professor at the University of Iowa, where she teaches in the  
Nonfiction Writing Program.

Picador
Paperback | 368 pages | $20.00
ISBN: 9781250849182
e-book | digital audio

Picador
Paperback | 336 pages | $18.00 
ISBN: 9781635579314 
e-book
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We Are the Weather
Saving the Planet Begins at Breakfast 

Jonathan Safran Foer 
WINNER OF THE GREEN PRIZE FOR SUSTAINABLE LITERATURE  

Some people reject the fact, overwhelmingly supported 
by scientists, that our planet is warming because of 
human activity. But do those of us who accept the reality 
of human-caused climate change truly believe it? If we 
did, surely we would be roused to act on what we know. 
Will future generations distinguish between those who 
didn’t believe in the science of global warming and those 
who said they accepted the science but failed to change 
their lives in response? The task of saving the planet 
will involve a great reckoning with ourselves—with our 
all-too-human reluctance to sacrifice immediate comfort 
for the sake of the future. We have, Jonathan Safran Foer 
reveals, turned our planet into a farm for growing animal 
products, and the consequences are catastrophic. Only 
collective action will save our home and way of life.  
And it all starts with what we eat—and don’t eat— 
for breakfast. 

“An eye-opening collection of mostly short essays expressing 
both despair and hope over the climate crisis, especially around 
individual choice. It’s a wide-ranging book—there are tributes 
to grandparents and sons, as well as musings on suicide,  
family, effort, sense and much more—but it has a point,  
and that is to persuade us to eat fewer animal products.”  
—Mark Bittman, The New York Times Book Review  

Jonathan Safran Foer is the author of the novels 
Everything Is Illuminated, Extremely Loud and  
Incredibly Close, and Here I Am, and of the 
nonfiction book Eating Animals. His work has 
received numerous awards and has been  
translated into thirty-six languages.  
He lives in Brooklyn.

Picador 
Paperback | 288 pages | $17.00  
ISBN: 9781250757975  
e-book | compact disc | digital audio 
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Mill Town
Reckoning with What Remains 

Kerri Arsenault 
WINNER OF THE MAINE LITERARY AWARD 
WINNER OF THE RACHEL CARSON ENVIRONMENTAL BOOK AWARD

Kerri Arsenault grew up in the rural working-class town  
of Mexico, Maine. For more than a hundred years, the  
community orbited around a paper mill that employed 
most townspeople, including three generations of 
Arsenault’s family. Years after she moved away, Arsenault 
realized the price she paid for her happy childhood. The 
mill, while providing social and economic cohesion for  
the community, also contributed to its demise and the  
destruction of the environment in a slow-moving 
catastrophe, earning the area the nickname “Cancer 
Valley.” Mill Town is a work of narrative nonfiction,  
investigative memoir, and cultural criticism that  
illuminates the rise and collapse of the working class,  
the hazards of loving and leaving home, and the  
ambiguous nature of toxics and disease. This book is  
a moral wake-up call that asks: Who or what are we 
willing to sacrifice for our own survival? 

“Charting the rise of industry and the decline of a town, 
Arsenault’s debut book traces a winding line between human 
dispossession and environmental degradation. Pensive and 
heartfelt, the author’s nuanced regional history is enriched by 
family background.” —Andru Okun, The Boston Globe

Kerri Arsenault is the book review editor at Orion 
Magazine and contributing editor at Literary 
Hub. Her writing has appeared in Freeman’s,  
The Boston Globe, Down East magazine, The 
Paris Review, The New York Review of Books,  
Air Mail, and The Washington Post, among other 
publications. Mill Town is her first book.

St. Martin’s Griffin 
Paperback | 368 pages | $17.99  
ISBN: 9781250799685  
e-book | compact disc | digital audio 
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The Sixth Extinction
An Unnatural History 

Elizabeth Kolbert 
WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE 
WINNER OF THE LOS ANGELES TIMES BOOK PRIZE 

Over the last half-billion years, there have been five  
mass extinctions, when the diversity of life on earth 
suddenly and dramatically contracted. Scientists around 
the world are currently monitoring the sixth extinction, 
predicted to be the most devastating extinction event 
since the asteroid impact that wiped out the dinosaurs. 
This time around, the cataclysm is us. In prose that is  
at once frank, entertaining, and deeply informed,  
New Yorker writer Elizabeth Kolbert tells us why and  
how human beings have altered life on the planet in 
a way no species has before. Interweaving research in 
half a dozen disciplines, descriptions of the fascinating 
species that have already been lost, and the history of 
extinction as a concept, Kolbert provides a moving and 
comprehensive account of the disappearances occurring 
before our very eyes. She shows that the sixth extinction 
is likely to be mankind’s most lasting legacy, compelling 
us to rethink the fundamental question of what it means 
to be human.

“In her timely, meticulously researched and well-written book, 
Kolbert combines scientific analysis and personal narratives to 
explain it to us. The result is a clear and comprehensive history 
of earth’s previous mass extinctions—and the species we’ve 
lost—and an engaging description of the extraordinarily  
complex nature of life. Most important, Kolbert delivers a  
compelling call to action.” —The New York Times Book Review

Elizabeth Kolbert is a staff writer at The New 
Yorker. She is also the author of Field Notes 
from a Catastrophe. She lives in Williamstown, 
Massachusetts.

Picador 
Paperback | 336 pages | $18.00 
ISBN: 9781250062185 
e-book
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Picador 
Paperback | 352 pages | $18.00 
ISBN: 9781250849380 
e-book

Henry Holt & Co.
Hardcover | 352 pages | $28.99 
ISBN: 9781250620514 
e-book | digital audio
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At Home on an  
Unruly Planet
Finding Refuge on a Changed Earth

Madeline Ostrander

How do we find a sense of home and rootedness in a time of 
unprecedented upheaval? What happens when the seasons  
and rhythms in which we have built our lives go off-kilter?  
Once a distant forecast, climate change is now reaching into  
the familiar, threatening our basic safety and forcing us to  
reexamine who we are and how we live. Madeline Ostrander 
reflects on this crisis not as an abstract scientific or political 
problem but as a palpable force that is now affecting all of us 
at home. Ostrander pairs deeply reported stories of hard-won 
optimism with lyrical essays on the strengths we need in an era 
of crisis.

Madeline Ostrander is a science journalist and writer whose work has 
appeared in The New Yorker, The Nation, Sierra magazine, PBS’s NOVA 
Next, Slate, and numerous other outlets. She lives in Seattle.

Believers
Making a Life at the End of the World

Lisa Wells
A FINALIST FOR THE PEN/O. WILSON LITERARY SCIENCE WRITING AWARD

Like most of us, Lisa Wells has spent years feeling haunted  
and overwhelmed by increasingly urgent news of climate change 
on an apocalyptic scale. But Wells went in search of answers, 
embarking on a pilgrimage and seeking paths to action from 
people who have committed to making change. These are  
outliers and visionaries, pragmatists and iconoclasts.  
Through a miraculous convergence of acceptance and  
activism, Believers takes the devastating news facing us all, 
every day, and injects the possibility of real hope.

Lisa Wells is a nonfiction writer and poet, whose debut collection of 
poetry, The Fix, won the Iowa Poetry Prize. She lives in Seattle and is  
an editor at The Volta and at Letter Machine Editions.



Perilous Bounty
The Looming Collapse of American Farming  
and How We Can Prevent It 

Tom Philpott

More than a decade after Michael Pollan’s game- 
changing The Omnivore’s Dilemma transformed the 
conversation about what we eat, a combination of global 
diet trends and corporate interests have put American 
agriculture into a state of “quiet emergency,” from  
dangerous drought in California—which grows more  
than 50 percent of the fruits and vegetables we eat—  
to catastrophic topsoil loss in the “breadbasket” heart-
land of the United States. Whether or not we take heed, 
these urgent crises of industrial agriculture will define 
our future. In Perilous Bounty, veteran journalist and  
former farmer Tom Philpott explores and exposes the 
small handful of seed and pesticide corporations,  
investment funds, and magnates who benefit from the 
trends that imperil us, with on-the-ground dispatches 
featuring the scientists documenting the damage and  
the farmers and activists who are valiantly and  
inventively pushing back. Resource scarcity looms on the 
horizon, but rather than pointing us toward an inevitable 
doomsday, Philpott shows how the entire wayward ship  
of American agriculture could be routed away from  
its path to disaster. He profiles the farmers and  
communities in the nation’s two key growing regions 
developing resilient, soil-building, water-smart farming 
practices, and readying for the climate shocks that are 
already upon us; and he explains how we can help move 
these methods from the margins to the mainstream.  

“[Philpott] makes a solid case that our intensive, industrial 
farm practices are draining California aquifers and causing 
severe fertile soil erosion in the Plains states . . . The book deftly 
pulls together the whole crisis.” —Associated Press

Bloomsbury Publishing
Paperback | 256 pages | $17.00 
ISBN: 9781635578454 
e-book
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Tom Philpott has been the food and agriculture 
correspondent for Mother Jones since 2011.  
Previously, he covered food as a writer and  
editor for the environmental-news website  
Grist. Philpott’s work on food politics has  
appeared in The New York Times, Newsweek,  
and The Guardian, among other places. From 
2004 to 2012, he farmed at Maverick Farms in 
Valle Crucis, NC. He lives in North Carolina  
and Austin, Texas.



The Flag, the Cross,  
and the Station Wagon
A Graying American Looks Back at His Suburban 
Boyhood and Wonders What the Hell Happened

Bill McKibben

Like so many of us, Bill McKibben grew up believing that the 
U.S. was the greatest country on earth. McKibben digs deep into 
our history (and his own past) and into the latest scholarship 
on race and inequality in America, on the rise of the religious 
right, and on our environmental crisis to explain how we got to 
this point. And he wonders if any of that trinity of his youth—
the flag, the cross, the station wagon—could, or should, be 
reclaimed in the fight for a fairer future.

Bill McKibben is the Schumann Distinguished Scholar in Environmental 
Studies at Middlebury College and is the author of more than a dozen 
books. He lives in Vermont.

Henry Holt & Co.
Hardcover | 240 pages | $27.99 
ISBN: 9781250823601 
e-book | digital audio

Picador
Paperback | 240 pages | $17.00 
ISBN: 9781250849304 
e-book | compact disc | digital audio
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Last Best Hope
America in Crisis and Renewal 

George Packer

In recent years, Americans have suffered one rude blow after 
another to their health, livelihoods, and collective self-esteem. 
In Last Best Hope, George Packer traces the shocks back to 
their sources. He explores the four narratives that now dominate 
American life, and, in lively and biting prose, shows that none 
of these narratives can sustain a democracy. To point a more 
hopeful way forward, he looks for a common American identity 
and finds it in the passion for equality—the “hidden code”—
that Americans of diverse persuasions have held for centuries. 
With its strong voice and trenchant analysis, Last Best Hope is 
an essential contribution to the literature of national renewal.

George Packer is a staff writer at The Atlantic. His previous books  
include The Unwinding, The Assassins’ Gate, and Our Man. He is also 
the author of two novels and a play, and the editor of a two-volume 
edition of the essays of George Orwell.



©
 Stephanie Joyce

Brothers on Three
A True Story of Family, Resistance, and Hope  
on a Reservation in Montana

Abe Streep
WINNER OF THE MONTANA BOOK AWARD
WINNER OF THE NEW MEXICO-ARIZONA GENERAL NONFICTION 
BOOK AWARD

March 11, 2017, was a night to remember: in front of  
the hopeful eyes of thousands of friends, family members, 
and fans, the Arlee Warriors would finally bring the high 
school basketball state championship title home to the 
Flathead Indian Reservation. The game would become 
the stuff of legend, with the boys revered as local heroes. 
The team’s place in Montana history was now cemented, 
but for starters Will Mesteth Jr. and Phillip Malatare, life 
would keep moving on—senior year was just beginning. 
In Brothers on Three, we follow Phil and Will, along with 
their teammates, coaches, and families, as they balance 
the pressures of adolescence, shoulder the dreams of 
their community, and chart their own individual courses 
for the future. Brothers on Three is not simply a story 
about high school basketball, state championships,  
and a winning team. It is a book about community, and  
it is about boys on the cusp of adulthood finding their  
way through the intersecting worlds they inhabit and 
forging their own paths to personhood.

“Streep draws out the adolescent boys—no small feat— 
and writes evocatively about their community, their dreams 
beyond their tiny town and the pull that keeps them close.  
What emerges is an immersive portrait of a small tribal town 
where shared history runs deep, opportunity feels elusive,  
and basketball is a visceral expression of collective pride,  
hope and grit.” —Sam Dolnick, The New York Times

Abe Streep has written for The New York Times 
Magazine, The New Yorker, Outside, The  
California Sunday Magazine, Wired, The  
Columbia Journalism Review, and Harper’s 
Magazine. His writing has been anthologized  
in Best American Sports Writing; and noted 
by Best American Essays; and Best American 
Science and Nature Writing. He was a recipient 
of the American Mosaic Journalism Prize for deep 
reporting on underrepresented communities. 

Celadon Books
Hardcover | 368 pages | $28.99 
ISBN: 9781250210685 
e-book | digital audio
 
Available in March 2023 
Paperback | 384 pages | $19.99 
ISBN: 9781250210692

BOOKS FOR THE FIRST YEAR EXPERIENCE® 2023  |  NONFICTION52



Namwayut
We Are All One: A Pathway to Reconciliation

Chief Robert Joseph

Reconciliation belongs to all of us. In this book, drawing 
from the lessons that he has learned along his pathway 
from residential school to the leader of Reconciliation  
Canada, Chief Robert Joseph provides a map for  
collective change and transformation. Reconciliation  
represents a long way forward, but it is a pathway 
towards our higher humanity, our highest selves, and  
an understanding that everybody matters. In this book, 
Chief Joseph teaches us that we have to start to  
transform relationships with ourselves and each other.  
As we learn about, honor and respect the truth of stories 
told by those who have experienced pain and who are 
grieving intergenerational trauma, we can discover how 
to dismantle the walls of discrimination, hatred, and 
racism in our society. Chief Joseph is recognized as one  
of the leading voices on peace building in our time, with 
his dedication to reconciliation recognized with multiple  
honorary degrees and numerous awards. A Hereditary 
Chief of the Gwawaenuk First Nation and one of the 
last few speakers of the Kwakwaka’wakw language, his 
wisdom is grounded in Indigeneous ways of knowing, 
while making space for us all. The distance we can walk 
together is one we share. No matter how long or difficult 
the road, we are all one. 

Chief Dr. Robert Joseph, OBC, OC, is a 
Hereditary Chief of the Gwawaenuk First 
Nation, Ambassador for Reconciliation  
Canada, and Chairman of the Native  
American Leadership Alliance for Peace  
and Reconciliation. Chief Joseph is the  
author of 21 Things You May Not Know 
about the Indian Act and Indigenous  
Relations—both published by Page Two 
Books. He was Executive Director of the 
Indian Residential School Survivors Society 
and is an honorary witness to Canada’s 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

Page Two Books
Hardcover | 280 pages | $24.95 
ISBN: 9781774580059 
e-book
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The 57 Bus 
A True Story of Two Teenagers and the  
Crime That Changed Their Lives 

Dashka Slater
WINNER OF THE STONEWALL BOOK AWARD

One teenager in a skirt. One teenager with a lighter.  
One moment that changes both of their lives forever.  
If it weren’t for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never 
would have met. Both were high school students from 
Oakland, California, one of the most diverse cities in  
the country, but they inhabited different worlds. Sasha,  
a white teen, lived in the middle-class foothills and 
attended a small private school. Richard, a Black teen, 
lived in the crime-plagued flatlands and attended a  
large public one. Each day, their paths overlapped for 
a mere eight minutes. But one afternoon on the bus 
ride home from school, a single reckless act left Sasha 
severely burned, and Richard charged with two hate 
crimes and facing life imprisonment. The case garnered 
international attention, thrusting both teenagers into the 
spotlight. The 57 Bus will inspire you to rethink all you 
know about crime, punishment, and empathy. 

“The text shifts from straightforward reporting to lyrical  
meditations, never veering into oversentimentality or simple 
platitudes. Readers are bound to come away with deep empathy 
for both Sasha and Richard . . . Slater artfully unfolds a complex 
and layered tale about two teens whose lives intersect with 
painful consequences. This work will spark discussions about 
identity, community, and what it means to achieve justice.” 
 —School Library Journal (starred review)  

Dashka Slater is an award-winning journalist 
whose articles have appeared in Newsweek, 
Salon, The New York Times Magazine, and Mother 
Jones. She is also the author of Escargot, which 
won the Wanda Gag Book Award, Baby Shoes, 
The Antlered Ship, and Dangerously Ever After. 
She lives in California.

Farrar, Straus and Giroux BYR 
Hardcover | 320 pages | $18.99 
ISBN: 9780374303235 
e-book
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Dirtbag,  
Massachusetts
A Confessional

Isaac Fitzgerald

Isaac Fitzgerald has lived many lives. He’s been an altar 
boy, a bartender, a fat kid, a smuggler, a biker, a prince 
of New England. But before all that, he was a bomb that 
exploded his parents’ lives—or so he was told. In  
Dirtbag, Massachusetts, Fitzgerald, with warmth and  
humor, recounts his ongoing search for forgiveness,  
a more far-reaching vision of masculinity, and a more 
expansive definition of family and self. Fitzgerald’s  
memoir-in-essays begins with a childhood that moves  
at breakneck speed from safety to violence, recounting  
an extraordinary pilgrimage through trauma to self- 
understanding and, ultimately, acceptance. From growing 
up in a Boston homeless shelter to bartending in  
San Francisco, from smuggling medical supplies into 
Burma to his lifelong struggle to make peace with his 
body, Fitzgerald strives to take control of his own story: 
one that aims to put aside anger, isolation, and  
entitlement to embrace the idea that one can be generous 
to oneself by being generous to others. Gritty and clear-
eyed, loud-hearted and beautiful, Dirtbag, Massachusetts 
is a rollicking book that might also be a lifeline.

“The book’s charm is in its telling of male misbehavior and, 
occasionally, the things we men get right . . . It is an endearing 
and tattered catalog of one man’s transgressions and the ways 
in which it is our sins, far more than our virtues, that make  
us who we are.” 
—Michael Ian Black, The New York Times Book Review

Isaac Fitzgerald is the author of the bestselling 
children’s book How to Be a Pirate as well as the 
co-author of Pen & Ink and Knives & Ink (winner 
of an IACP Award). His writing has appeared 
in The New York Times, The Guardian, The Best 
American Nonrequired Reading, and numerous 
other publications. He lives in Brooklyn.

Bloomsbury Publishing
Hardcover | 256 pages | $27.00 
ISBN: 9781635573978 
e-book



Sunbelt Blues
The Failure of American Housing 

Andrew Ross

Renowned social analyst Andrew Ross exposes the overlooked 
housing crisis sweeping America’s suburbs and rural areas.  
As millions of renters face evictions and foreclosures in the  
wake of the COVID-19 recession, Ross shows how ineffective 
government planning, property market speculation, and poverty 
wages have combined to create this catastrophe. Urgent and 
incisive, Sunbelt Blues offers original insight into what is quickly  
becoming a full-blown national emergency. 

Andrew Ross is a professor of social and cultural analysis at New York 
University and a social activist. He is the author of many books,  
including The Celebration Chronicles, Bird on Fire, and Nice Work If  
You Can Get It.

Voices from the  
Rust Belt
Edited by Anne Trubek

Voices from the Rust Belt pulls together a distinct variety of 
voices from America’s Rust Belt. The region reflects the country’s 
manufacturing center, which, over the past forty years, has been 
in decline. Voices that emerge from familiar Rust Belt cities—
Detroit, Cleveland, Flint, and Buffalo, among other places— 
and observe, with grace and sensitivity, the changing economic 
and cultural realities for generations of Americans. 

“The essays run the gamut from sad and nostalgic to angry or hopeful, 
inviting the reader to see these towns as more than just a negative 
headline or a statistic.” —New York Post  

Anne Trubek is the founder and director of Belt Publishing. She is  
the author of The History and Uncertain Future of Handwriting and  
A Skeptic’s Guide to Writers’ Houses, and the co-editor of  
Rust Belt Chic: The Cleveland Anthology.

Metropolitan Books
Paperback | 288 pages | $17.99 
ISBN:  9781250848895 
e-book | digital audio 

Picador 
Paperback | 256 pages | $16.00  
ISBN: 9781250162977  
e-book 
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Ten Arguments  
for Deleting Your  
Social Media  
Accounts Right Now
Jaron Lanier
WITH A NEW AFTERWORD

You might have trouble imagining life without your  
social media accounts, but virtual reality pioneer Jaron 
Lanier insists that you’re better off without them. Part 
manifesto, part toolbox for liberation, Lanier’s important 
new book offers powerful and personal reasons for  
everyone to leave these dangerous online platforms 
behind before it’s too late. Social media’s poisonous  
grip brings out the worst in us, makes politics terrifying, 
tricks us with illusions of popularity and success, twists 
our relationship with the truth, disconnects us from  
other people even as we are more “connected” than ever, 
and robs us of our free will with relentless targeted ads. 
How can we remain autonomous in a world where we are 
under continual surveillance? How could the “benefits”  
of social media possibly outweigh the catastrophic losses 
to our personal dignity, happiness, and freedom?  
Yet Lanier remains a technology optimist. While  
demonstrating the evil that rules social media business 
models today, he also envisions a humanistic setting  
for social networking that can direct us toward a richer 
and fuller way of living and connecting with our world.

“Profound . . . Lanier shows the tactical value of appealing 
to the conscience of the individual. In the face of his earnest 
argument, I felt a piercing shame about my own presence on 
Facebook. I heeded his plea and deleted my account.” 
 —Franklin Foer, The New York Times Book Review

Jaron Lanier is a scientist, musician, and 
writer best known for his work in virtual 
reality and his advocacy of humanism and 
sustainable economics in a digital context.

Picador 
Paperback | 176 pages | $13.00  
ISBN: 9781250239082  
e-book | digital audio
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Her Honor
My Life on the Bench . . . What Works,  
What’s Broken, and How to Change It

LaDoris Hazzard Cordell

Judge Cordell, the first African American woman to sit on the 
Superior Court of Northern California, knows firsthand how 
prejudice has permeated our legal system. And yet, she believes 
in the system. Her Honor is an entertaining and provocative look 
into the hearts and minds of judges. Most importantly, this is a 
book for anyone who wants to know what our legal system, for 
better or worse, means to the everyday lives of all Americans.

Judge LaDoris Hazzard Cordell is a legal commentator and police  
reform advocate, who is a frequent guest on news outlets, including 
NPR, CNN, and MSNBC. She resides in California with her family.

Celadon Books
Paperback | 352 pages | $18.99 
ISBN: 9781250269591 
e-book | digital audio

St. Martin’s Press
Hardcover | 336 pages | $29.99 
ISBN: 9781250277480 
e-book | digital audio

BOOKS FOR THE FIRST YEAR EXPERIENCE® 2023  |  NONFICTION58

Marked for Life
One Man’s Fight for Justice from the Inside

Isaac Wright Jr. with Jon Sternfeld

Accused of being a drug “kingpin” and incarcerated in New 
Jersey while the prosecutor and police built their case of lies 
against him, Wright realized he would get no help from any  
defense attorneys—white men uninterested in uncovering the 
truth or in proving the innocence of a black man. Pressured to 
take a plea deal offer of 20 years behind bars, Wright chose to 
take the law into his own hands by educating himself in the 
legal system so he could represent himself in court. Marked 
for Life is not just the story of how Isaac Wright Jr. won his 
freedom. It is the story of how he found his true calling as a 
gladiator fighting on behalf of the oppressed and marginalized 
communities victimized by an unjust system of law.

Isaac Wright Jr. now practices law in the same courtroom where he  
was sentenced to life behind bars. Isaac’s remarkable story was the 
basis for the ABC drama series For Life. As a lawyer at the Law Firm of 
Hunt, Hamlin & Ridley, his focus is on defending the wrongly accused 
and going after corrupt institutions.



The Missing Semester
Your Financial Choices Have Consequences.  
Will You Choose Wisely?

Gene Natali & Matt Kabala 

Designed with the recent high school or college student in mind, 
The Missing Semester provides a short course on the  
essentials for making wise financial decisions and gaining 
financial freedom. Choices we make every day have financial 
consequences—in some cases, BIG financial consequences.  
Understanding these critical decisions requires understanding  
their long-term effects. Based on the principle of ownership, 
this book shows how to build a strong financial foundation, 
prepare for the unexpected, and confront challenges to get  
a head-start on peers and an independent life. The Missing 
Semester provides a short course on the essentials for making 
wise financial decisions and gaining financial freedom.

The Missing Second  
Semester
Investing and Time Are a Powerful Combination.  
Your Age Is an Opportunity.

Gene Natali
FOREWORD BY TIM RANZETTA

The Missing Second Semester addresses the most overlooked 
subject in financial-literacy education-investing. Primarily 
addressing students and recent graduates, its focus is topics 
and choices that apply to young people and not those relevant 
only late in life. The Missing Second Semester presents a call to 
action: You’re in charge. Understand the opportunity, and make 
the choices.

Gene Natali is a part-time lecturer at the University of Pittsburgh, 
where he has taught Personal Finance since 2015. He is also a  
Chartered Financial Analyst and a board member of CFA Society  
Pittsburgh. Natali lives with his family in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.

Harriman House
Paperback | 110 pages | $15.99 
ISBN: 9780857199805 
e-book

Harriman House
Paperback | 110 pages | $15.99 
ISBN: 9780857199829 
e-book
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Never Say You  
Can’t Survive
How to Get Through Hard Times  
By Making Up Stories

Charlie Jane Anders

Things are scary right now. We’re all being swept along 
by a tidal wave of history, and it’s easy to feel helpless. 
But we’re not helpless: we have minds, and imaginations, 
and the ability to visualize other worlds and valiant 
struggles. And writing can be an act of resistance that 
reminds us that other futures and other ways of living  
are possible. From the award-winning author of novels 
such as All the Birds in the Sky and The City in the  
Middle of the Night, this is one of the most practical 
guides to storytelling that you will ever read. Full of  
memoir, personal anecdote, and insight about how to 
flourish during the present emergency, Never Say You 
Can’t Survive is the perfect manual for creativity in  
unprecedented times.

“A collection of non-fiction essays that offer valuable writing 
advice focusing on how to keep being creative while going 
through a tough time, whether it’s personally, or even, globally. 
And part of what makes Anders’ advice so effective is its almost 
memoir-ish feel as she shares her own experiences grappling 
with various types of creative issues.” —SYFY

Charlie Jane Anders is the author of the 
acclaimed novels, Victories Greater Than Death, 
The City in the Middle of the Night, and All the 
Birds in the Sky, which won the Nebula Award. 
Her story “Six Months, Three Days” won the Hugo 
Award. Her fiction and journalism have appeared 
in The New York Times, The Washington Post, 
Slate, McSweeney’s, Mother Jones, The Boston 
Review, Tor.com, Tin House, Conjunctions, Wired 
magazine, and other places. With Annalee 
Newitz, she co-hosts the podcast Our Opinions 
Are Correct.

Tordotcom
Hardcover | 240 pages | $26.99 
ISBN: 9781250800015 
e-book | digital audio
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Wade in the Water 
Poems 

Tracy K. Smith

In Wade in the Water, Tracy K. Smith boldly ties America’s 
contemporary moment both to our nation’s fraught  
founding history and to a sense of the spirit, the  
everlasting. These are poems of sliding scale: some  
capture a flicker of song or memory; some collage an 
array of documents and voices; and some push past  
the known world into the haunted, the holy. Smith’s  
signature voice—inquisitive, lyrical, and wry—turns  
over what it means to be a citizen, a mother, and an artist 
in a culture arbitrated by wealth, men, and violence.  
Here, private utterance becomes part of a larger choral 
arrangement as the collection widens to include erasures 
of The Declaration of Independence and the correspon-
dence between slave owners, a found poem comprised 
of evidence of corporate pollution and accounts of 
near-death experiences, a sequence of letters written 
by African Americans enlisted in the Civil War, and the 
survivors’ reports of recent immigrants and refugees. 
Wade in the Water is a potent and luminous book by one 
of America’s essential poets.

“Smith’s new book is scorching in both its steady cognizance  
of America’s original racial sins—open wounds that have had 
insect-like eggs repeatedly laid in them—and apprehension 
about history’s direction . . . These historical poems have a 
homely, unvarnished sort of grace.” 
 —Dwight Garner, The New York Times  

Tracy K. Smith is the author of Wade in the 
Water; Life on Mars, winner of the Pulitzer Prize; 
Duende, winner of the James Laughlin Award; 
and The Body’s Question, winner of the Cave 
Canem Poetry Prize. She is also the editor of an 
anthology, American Journal: Fifty Poems for 
Our Time, and the author of a memoir, Ordinary 
Light, which was a finalist for the National Book 
Award. From 2017 to 2019, Smith served as Poet 
Laureate of the United States. She teaches at 
Princeton University.  

Graywolf Press 
Paperback | 96 pages | $16.00  
ISBN: 9781555978365  
e-book
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Postcolonial  
Love Poem
Poems

Natalie Diaz
WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE

Postcolonial Love Poem is an anthem of desire against 
erasure. Natalie Diaz’s brilliant second collection  
demands that every body carried in its pages—bodies  
of language, land, rivers, suffering brothers, enemies, 
and lovers—be touched and held as beloveds. Through 
these poems, the wounds inflicted by America onto an 
Indigenous people are allowed to bloom pleasure and 
tenderness: “Let me call my anxiety, desire, then. / Let 
me call it, a garden.” In this new lyrical landscape, the 
bodies of Indigenous, Latinx, Black, and Brown women 
are simultaneously the body politic and the body ecstatic. 
In claiming this autonomy of desire, language is pushed 
to its dark edges, the astonishing dunefields and forests 
where pleasure and love are both grief and joy, violence 
and sensuality. Diaz defies the conditions from which  
she writes, a nation whose creation predicated the  
diminishment and ultimate erasure of bodies like hers 
and the people she loves: “I am doing my best to not 
become a museum / of myself. I am doing my best to 
breathe in and out. // I am begging: Let me be lonely but 
not invisible.” Postcolonial Love Poem unravels notions  
of American goodness and creates something more 
powerful than hope—a future is built, future being a 
matrix of the choices we make now, and in these poems, 
Diaz chooses love. 

“The representation of violence against Native peoples is a 
driving engine of the book . . . In the very present absence of 
the Mojave language, Postcolonial Love Poem becomes a very 
present love poem to self and community, post colonialism.”  
—Hope Wabuke, NPR  

Natalie Diaz is the author of Postcolonial  
Love Poem and When My Brother Was an Aztec, 
winner of an American Book Award. She has 
received many honors, including a MacArthur 
Fellowship, a USA Fellowship, a Lannan Literary 
Fellowship, and a Native Arts and Cultures  
Foundation Artist Fellowship. She is Mojave  
and an enrolled member of the Gila River Indian 
Tribe. Diaz is the Maxine and Jonathan Marshall 
Chair in Modern and Contemporary Poetry at 
Arizona State University. 

Graywolf Press 
Paperback | 80 pages | $16.00  
ISBN: 9781644450147  
e-book  
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Promises of Gold
José Olivarez 
WITH A SPANISH TRANSLATION BY DAVID RUANO

Love—or its absence—is at the heart of everything we 
do, and yet it is often mishandled and misrepresented. 
In the words of José Olivarez: “How many bad lovers 
have gotten poems? How many crushes? No disrespect 
to romantic love—but what about our friends? Those 
homies who show up when the romance ends to help you 
heal your heart. Those homies who are there all along—
cheering for us and reminding us that love is abundant. I 
dreamed of writing a book of love poems for the homies.”

Promises of Gold is what happens when you try to write 
a book of love poems for the homies amid a global 
pandemic that has laid bare all the other pandemics that 
we’ve been living through our whole lives. Capitalism is 
a pandemic. The police state is a pandemic. Colonialism 
is a pandemic. Toxic masculinity is a pandemic. Love is 
complicated by forces larger than our hearts. I chose to 
bring the world and its chaos into these poems. Promises 
of Gold is written to replicate the struggle of loving and 
learning and growing. It is not linear.

For those of us who are hyphenated Americans, where 
do we belong? Promises of Gold attempts to reckon with 
colonial legacy and the reality of what those promises 
have borne out for Mexican descendants. I wrote this 
book to imagine and document an ongoing practice of 
healing—healing that requires me to show up for myself, 
my community, my friends, my family, and my loves every 
day.

The book is called Promises of Gold because a promise 
is an attempt. A promise made isn’t always a promise 
kept. Promises of Gold also echoes the promises of the 
American Dream and, I hope, hints at some of the loss  
in the poems.

José Olivarez is the son of Mexican immigrants. 
His debut book of poems, Citizen Illegal, was 
a finalist for the PEN/Jean Stein Award and a 
winner of the 2018 Chicago Review of Books 
Poetry Prize. It was named a top book of 2018 by 
The Adroit Journal, NPR, and the New York Public 
Library. Along with Felicia Chavez and Willie 
Perdomo, he coedited the poetry anthology  
The BreakBeat Poets Vol. 4: LatiNext. He cohosts 
the poetry podcast The Poetry Gods.

Henry Holt & Co. 
Hardcover | 320 pages | $21.95 
ISBN: 9781250878496 
e-book | digital audio
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Citizen
An American Lyric 

Claudia Rankine 
WINNER OF THE JACKSON POETRY PRIZE 
WINNER OF THE PEN OPEN BOOK AWARD 
WINNER OF THE NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD 
FINALIST FOR THE NATIONAL BOOK AWARD IN POETRY

Claudia Rankine’s bold book recounts mounting racial 
aggressions in ongoing encounters in twenty-first- 
century daily life and in the media. Some of these  
encounters are slights, seeming slips of the tongue,  
and some are intentional offensives in the classroom,  
at the supermarket, at home, on the tennis court with 
Serena Williams and the soccer field with Zinedine 
Zidane, online, on TV—everywhere, all the time.  
The accumulative stresses come to bear on a person’s 
ability to speak, perform, and stay alive. Our  
addressability is tied to the state of our belonging,  
Rankine argues, as are our assumptions and  
expectations of citizenship. In essay, image, and poetry, 
Citizen is a powerful testament to the individual and 
collective effects of racism in our contemporary, often 
named “post-race” society.

“Citizen is part documentary, part lyric procedural, submitting 
to its painstaking frame-by-frame analysis everything from J. 
M. W. Turner’s painting ‘The Slave Ship’ to Zinedine Zidane’s 
head-butt during the 2006 World Cup final . . . Citizen conducts 
its business, often, with melancholy, but also with wit and a 
sharable incredulity that sends you running to YouTube . . .  
As Rankine’s brilliant, disabusing work, always aware of its 
ironies, reminds us, ‘moving on’ is not synonymous with  
‘leaving behind.’”—Dan Chiasson, The New Yorker

Claudia Rankine is a poet, an essayist, and  
a playwright. Just Us completes her ground-
breaking trilogy, following Don’t Let Me Be Lonely 
and Citizen. She is a MacArthur Fellow and 
teaches at New York University.

Graywolf Press 
Paperback | 160 pages | $20.00  
ISBN: 9781555976903  
e-book
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Jocelyn Nicole Johnson’s writing has appeared 
in Guernica, The Guardian, Phoebe, Prime  
Number, and elsewhere. Her short story “Control 
Negro” was featured in Best American Short 
Stories 2018, guest edited by Roxane Gay, and 
was read live by LeVar Burton as part of PRI’s 
Selected Shorts series. She has received fellow-
ships from Hedgebrook, Tin House, and VCCA.  
A veteran public school art teacher, Johnson lives 
and writes in Charlottesville, Virginia.

Holt Paperbacks 
Paperback | 224 pages | $16.99 
ISBN: 9781250848536 
e-book | compact disc | digital audio
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My Monticello
Fiction 

Jocelyn Nicole Johnson
WINNER OF THE WEATHERFORD AWARD
WINNER OF THE LILLIAN SMITH BOOK AWARD

Tough-minded, vulnerable, and brave—My Monticello 
is a precisely imagined debut that will pull you in and 
radically alter any notions you have about what it means 
to belong. Jocelyn Nicole Johnson’s characters traverse 
Virginia’s landscapes, still stained by some of America’s 
most heinous acts, in pursuit of a place to call home. In 
the eponymous novella “My Monticello,” a diverse group 
of Charlottesville neighbors flee violent white  
supremacists and seek refuge in Jefferson’s historic 
plantation home as they attempt to outlive a long-foretold 
racial and environmental unraveling. In “Control Negro,” 
a Black professor clinically observes his son from birth 
through young adulthood, comparing him to a group of 
average ACMs (American Caucasian Males). In each story, 
Johnson reveals intimate moments within the nation’s 
multitudes, whether in the form of a Nigerian widower 
who immigrates to the States only to find himself adrift 
and estranged—even from his children—or a multiracial 
woman who adopts a new tongue and name, hoping to 
escape her rural roots. United by unforgettable characters 
who struggle beneath burdened inheritances yet manage 
to persist and love, My Monticello announces the arrival 
of a wildly original new voice in fiction.

“Jocelyn Nicole Johnson uses history to spectacular effect . . .  
The storytelling is propulsive, as we follow these refugees  
along a harrowing journey, with danger ever at their heels.  
My Monticello is, quite simply, an extraordinary debut from  
a gifted writer with an unflinching view of history and what  
may come of it.” —The Washington Post



©
 Am

ber Boulley

Firekeeper’s Daughter
Angeline Boulley
A PRINTZ MEDAL WINNER
A MORRIS AWARD WINNER
AN AMERICAN INDIAN YOUTH LITERATURE AWARD YA HONOR BOOK

Eighteen-year-old Daunis Fontaine has never quite fit  
in, both in her hometown and on the nearby Ojibwe 
reservation. She dreams of a fresh start at college, but 
when family tragedy strikes, Daunis puts her future on 
hold to look after her fragile mother. The only bright spot 
is meeting Jamie, the charming new recruit on her brother 
Levi’s hockey team. Yet even as Daunis falls for Jamie, 
she senses the dashing hockey star is hiding something. 
Everything comes to light when Daunis witnesses a 
shocking murder, thrusting her into an FBI investigation 
of a lethal new drug. Reluctantly, Daunis agrees to go 
undercover, drawing on her knowledge of chemistry and 
Ojibwe traditional medicine to track down the source. 
But the search for truth is more complicated than Daunis 
imagined, exposing secrets and old scars. At the same 
time, she grows concerned with an investigation that 
seems more focused on punishing the offenders than 
protecting the victims. Now, as the deceptions—and 
deaths—keep growing, Daunis must learn what it means 
to be a strong Anishinaabe kwe (Ojibwe woman) and 
how far she’ll go for her community, even if it tears apart 
the only world she’s ever known. Firekeeper’s Daughter 
is an electrifying thriller layered with a rich exploration 
of the modern Native experience, a reckoning of current 
and historical injustices, and a powerful celebration of 
community. 

“[An] absolute powerhouse of a debut from Ojibwe author 
Angeline Boulley . . . It’s an impressive feat for a debut novel.” 
—Caitlyn Paxson, NPR  

Angeline Boulley, an enrolled member of the 
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians,  
is a storyteller who writes about her Ojibwe  
community in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. 
She is a former Director of the Office of Indian 
Education at the U.S. Department of Education. 
Angeline lives in southwest Michigan, but her 
home will always be on Sugar Island. You can 
follow her on Twitter @FineAngeline.

Henry Holt and Co. BYR 
Hardcover | 496 pages | $18.99  
ISBN: 9781250766564  
e-book | compact disc | digital audio  

Available in May 2023 
Paperback | 496 pages | $14.99 
ISBN: 9781250866035
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We Are the Scribes
Randi Pink

Ruth Fitz is surrounded by activism. Her mother, a  
United States senator, frequently appears on MSNBC  
and CNN as a powerful Black voice fighting for legislative 
and social change; she’s also the promising potential 
nominee for US vice president. Ruth’s father, a professor 
of African American history, is a walking textbook,  
spouting off random dates and events. And her beloved 
older sister, Virginia, is a natural champion for justice, 
steadily gaining fame within the community and on  
social media. Ruth, on the other hand, would rather sit 
quietly reading or writing in her journal, or playing with 
her baby sister, Melody. When tragedy befalls her older 
sister, Ruth stops writing, and speaks in as few words 
as possible. Shortly after, Ruth begins receiving wax-
stamped parchment scrolls with a seal that reads  
“We Are the Scribes.” They are letters sent by Harriet 
Jacobs, whose autobiography is the American classic 
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl. Are the scrolls  
genuine? If so, how can Harriet Jacobs possibly be  
writing to Ruth in the present, following Ruth as her 
family is swept away onto a rocky campaign trail?  
Harriet’s story, and her support of Ruth rediscovering—
and using—her voice, help Ruth rise up from  
hopelessness to becoming a part of history.

Randi Pink is the author of Angel of Greenwood, 
a novel about the Tulsa Race Massacre praised 
by NPR as a story “American kids need to know”; 
Girls Like Us, a School Library Journal Best  
Book of 2019; and Into White, also published  
by Feiwel and Friends. She lives with her family 
in Birmingham, Alabama. 

Feiwel & Friends
Hardcover | 304 pages | $18.99 
ISBN: 9781250820310 
e-book | digital audio
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The Last Karankawas
A Novel

Kimberly Garza

A popular tourist destination and major shipping port, 
Galveston attracts millions of visitors each year. Yet of 
those who come to drink by the beach, few stray from 
the boulevards to Fish Village, the neighborhood home 
to individuals who for generations have powered the 
island. Carly Castillo has only ever known Fish Village. 
Her grandmother claims that they descend from the 
Karankawas, an extinct indigenous Texan tribe, thereby 
tethering them to Galveston. But as Carly ages, she  
begins to imagine a life elsewhere, undefined by her 
family’s history. Meanwhile, her boyfriend and all-star 
shortstop turned seaman, Jess, treasures the salty, 
familiar air. He’s gotten chances to leave Galveston for 
bigger cities with more possibilities. But he didn’t take 
them then, and he sure as hell won’t now. When word 
spreads of a storm gathering strength offshore, building 
into Hurricane Ike, each Galveston resident must make 
a difficult decision: board up the windows and hunker 
down or flee inland and abandon their hard-won homes. 
Moving through these characters’ lives and those of 
the extraordinary individuals who circle them, The Last 
Karankawas weaves together a multitude of voices to 
present a lyrical, emotionally charged portrait of everyday 
survival. The result is an unforgettable exploration of 
familial inheritance, human resilience, and the histories 
we assign to ourselves, reminding us that the deepest 
bonds are forged not by blood, but by fire.  

“An ode to Galveston, Texas and especially its enmeshed Latino 
and Filipino communities . . . Every city would be lucky for such 
a tribute.” —Sam Sacks, The Wall Street Journal

Kimberly Garza is a graduate of the University  
of Texas at Austin and the University of North 
Texas, where she earned a Ph.D. Her fiction 
and nonfiction have appeared in Copper Nickel, 
DIAGRAM, Creative Nonfiction, TriQuarterly,  
and elsewhere. A native Texan—born in  
Galveston, raised in Uvalde—she is an  
assistant professor of creative writing  
and literature at the University of Texas  
at San Antonio.

Henry Holt & Co.
Hardcover | 288 pages | $26.99 
ISBN: 9781250819857 
e-book | digital audio 
 
Available in June 2023 
Paperback | 288 pages | $16.99 
ISBN: 9781250871527
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Make Your Home 
Among Strangers
A Novel

Jennine Capó Crucet
WINNER OF THE INTERNATIONAL LATINO BOOK AWARD 

When Lizet—the daughter of Cuban immigrants and  
the first in her family to graduate from high school— 
secretly applies and is accepted to an ultra-elite college, 
her parents are furious at her decision to leave Miami. 
Just weeks before she’s set to start school, her parents 
divorce and her father sells her childhood home, leaving 
Lizet, her mother, and Lizet’s older sister—a brand-new 
single mom—without a steady income and scrambling 
for a place to live. Amidst this turmoil, Lizet begins her 
first semester at Rawlings College. But the privileged 
world of the campus feels utterly foreign, as does her 
new awareness of herself as a minority. Struggling both 
socially and academically, she returns to Miami for a 
surprise Thanksgiving visit, only to be overshadowed by 
the arrival of Ariel Hernandez, a young boy whose mother 
died fleeing with him from Cuba on a raft. The ensuing 
immigration battle puts Miami in a glaring spotlight, 
captivating the nation and entangling Lizet’s entire  
family. Pulled between life at college and the needs of 
those she loves, Lizet is faced with difficult decisions that 
will change her life forever. Urgent and mordantly funny, 
Make Your Home Among Strangers tells the moving story 
of a young woman torn between generational, cultural, 
and political forces; it’s the new story of what it means  
to be American today. 

“A smart, scathing, and hilarious depiction of a Cuban  
American girl at a fancy northeastern university.”  
—Vanity Fair

Jennine Capó Crucet is the author of the essay 
collection My Time Among the Whites and the 
story collection How to Leave Hialeah. She is 
a contributing opinion writer for The New York 
Times, as well as a previous recipient of the 
O. Henry Prize, the Picador Fellowship, and the 
Hillsdale Award for the Short Story, awarded by 
the Fellowship of Southern Writers. Raised in 
Miami, Florida, she lives in North Carolina with 
her family.

Picador 
Paperback | 416 pages | $18.00  
ISBN: 9781250094551  
e-book
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Dominicana
A Novel 

Angie Cruz

Fifteen-year-old Ana Canción never dreamed of moving  
to America. But when Juan Ruiz proposes and promises  
to take her to New York City, she must say yes. Their  
marriage is an opportunity for her entire family to 
eventually emigrate from the Dominican Republic. So on 
New Year’s Day, 1965, Ana leaves behind everything she 
knows and becomes Ana Ruiz, a wife confined to a cold 
apartment. Lonely and miserable, Ana plans her escape, 
until César, Juan’s free-spirited younger brother, con-
vinces her to stay. As the Dominican Republic slides into 
political turmoil, Juan goes back, leaving César to take 
care of Ana. Suddenly, Ana is free to take English lessons, 
lie on the beach at Coney Island, dance at the Audubon 
Ballroom, and imagine a different kind of life in America. 
When Juan returns, Ana must decide once again between 
her heart and her duty to her family. 

“At the age of fifteen, the narrator of this poignant novel  
embarks on a marriage to a much older man, who promises  
to move her (and, one day, the rest of her family) from the  
Dominican Republic to America . . . In nimble prose, Cruz 
animates the simultaneous reluctance and vivacity that define 
her main character as she attempts to balance filial duty with 
personal fulfillment, and contends with leaving one home to 
build another that is both for herself and for her family.”  
—The New Yorker 

Angie Cruz is the author of the novels How Not 
to Drown in a Glass of Water, Soledad, Let It Rain 
Coffee, and Dominicana, which was shortlisted 
for the Women’s Prize and a Good Morning  
America Book Club pick. She is founder and 
editor in chief of Aster(ix), a literary and arts 
journal, and is an associate professor of English 
at the University of Pittsburgh.

Flatiron Books 
Paperback | 336 pages | $16.99  
ISBN: 9781250205940  
e-book | compact disc | digital audio 
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One Two Three
A Novel

Laurie Frankel

Everyone knows everyone in the tiny town of Bourne,  
but the Mitchell triplets are especially beloved. Mirabel 
is the smartest person anyone knows, and no one doubts 
it just because she can’t speak. Monday is the town’s 
purveyor of books now that the library’s closed. Mab’s job 
is the hardest of all: get good grades, get into college, 
get out of Bourne. For a few weeks seventeen years ago, 
Bourne was national news when its water turned green, 
and the girls have come of age watching their mother’s 
endless fight for justice. But just when it seems life might 
go on the same forever, the first moving truck anyone’s 
seen in years pulls up and unloads new residents and old 
secrets. Soon, the Mitchell sisters are taking on a system 
stacked against them and uncovering mysteries buried 
longer than they’ve been alive. 

“[A] winning and amiable new novel . . . The full and simple 
pleasures of Frankel’s luscious prose lull the reader into rooting 
for the good people of Bourne and these plucky heroines.” 
 —Janice Y.K. Lee, The New York Times

Laurie Frankel is the beloved New York Times 
bestselling, award-winning author of three 
previous novels: The Atlas of Love, Goodbye for 
Now, and the Reese’s Book Club x Hello Sunshine 
Book Pick This Is How It Always Is. Her writing 
has also appeared in The New York Times, The 
Guardian, Publishers Weekly, People magazine, 
Literary Hub, The Sydney Morning Herald, and 
other publications. A former college professor, 
Frankel now teaches for a variety of nonprofit 
organizations and writes full-time in Seattle, 
where she lives with her husband, daughter,  
and border collie.

Holt Paperbacks
Paperback | 416 pages | $17.99 
ISBN: 9781250236791 
e-book | compact disc | digital audio
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Four Treasures  
of the Sky
A Novel

Jenny Tinghui Zhang

Daiyu never wanted to be like the tragic heroine for  
whom she was named, revered for her beauty and  
cursed with heartbreak. But when she is kidnapped  
and smuggled across an ocean from China to America, 
Daiyu must relinquish the home and future she imagined 
for herself. Over the years that follow, she is forced to 
keep reinventing herself to survive. From a calligraphy 
school, to a San Francisco brothel, to a shop tucked into 
the Idaho mountains, we follow Daiyu on a desperate 
quest to outrun the tragedy that chases her. As anti- 
Chinese sentiment sweeps across the country in a wave 
of unimaginable violence, Daiyu must draw on each of  
the selves she has been—including the ones she most 
wants to leave behind—in order to finally claim her own 
name and story. At once a literary tour de force and a 
groundbreaking work of historical fiction, Four Treasures 
of the Sky announces Jenny Tinghui Zhang as an indelible 
new voice. Steeped in untold history and Chinese folklore, 
this novel is a spellbinding feat.  

“[An] engrossing, eventful first novel . . . Zhang’s descriptive 
prose is an arresting combination of earthy and lyric . . .  
The resonance and immediacy of these barbarous 19th-century 
events are testament to Zhang’s storytelling powers, and should 
stand as a warning to all of us.”  
 —Jennifer Egan, The New York Times Book Review  (cover review)

Jenny Tinghui Zhang is a Chinese American 
writer. Her fiction and nonfiction have appeared 
in Apogee, Ninth Letter, Passages North, The 
Rumpus, HuffPost, The Cut, Catapult, and 
elsewhere. She holds an M.F.A. from the  
University of Wyoming and has received support 
from Kundiman, Tin House, and VONA/Voices. 
She was born in Changchun, China and grew up 
in Austin, Texas, where she currently lives.

Flatiron Books
Hardcover | 336 pages | $27.99 
ISBN: 9781250811783 
e-book | compact disc | digital audio 
 
Available in April 2023 
Paperback | 336 pages | $17.99 
ISBN: 9781250811806
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Connections
Empowering College and Career Success

Paul A. Gore 
Wade Leuwerke 
A.J. Metz

Know your strengths, grow with goals. Written by counseling psychol-
ogists Paul Gore, Wade Leuwerke, and A.J. Metz, Connections shows  
students how to be learners from day one—with the mindset, drive, and 
strengths that will help them meet any challenge on their way to college, 
personal, and career success. 

Third Edition  ©2022  I  416 pages  
Paper ISBN: 978-1-319-24468-2 
Looseleaf ISBN: 978-1-319-42822-8
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The Pocket Guide  
to College Success
Jamie H. Shushan

A pocket guide that helps students drive their own success. Brief and to 
the point, the Pocket Guide provides straightforward and easily consum-
able coverage on skills like time management, academic planning, and 
note-taking, as well as life skills like goal-setting, money management, 
and interpersonal communication.

Third Edition  ©2020  I  304 pages 
Paper ISBN: 978-1-319-20076-3
e-book  ISBN: 978-1-319-26292-1  

Available in 

2023-ml-fye-catalog-pages.indd   1 9/9/22   3:33 PM

Your College Experience 
Strategies for Success

John N. Gardner 
Betsy O. Barefoot 

A diverse and inclusive look at college success. Your College Experience 
provides today’s diverse students with the support they need to transition to 
college. The authors’ extensive careers teaching and directing this course 
combines with decades of research to give students a thorough rundown of 
what they need to know. With useful strategies for success in college and 
beyond, the text gives students practical information to help them succeed 
from the start. With coverage on motivation, mindsets, resilience, mental 
health, and more, students can focus on topics that really hone in on that 
first-year college experience.

Fourteenth Edition  ©2021  I  400 pages 
Paper ISBN 978-1-319-20072-5
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Understanding Your  
College Experience
Strategies for Success

John N. Gardner 
Betsy O. Barefoot 
Negar Faraksih 

Because every student counts. Informed by decades of research on the first-
year experience, Understanding Your College Experience addresses the needs 
of the widest possible range of students through its content coverage and  
organization, activities, assessments, and design. 

Third Edition  ©2020  I  296 pages  
Paper ISBN: 978-1-319-10743-7 

Available in 

Available in 

2023-ml-fye-catalog-pages.indd   2 9/9/22   3:33 PM
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Achieve can be packaged with the text or can serve as a fully digital full-course solution on its own. 
Achieve integrates seamlessly with your school’s learning management system.

macmillanlearning.com

Powerful online content  
and tools.

Now available for Macmillan Learning FYE titles, 
designed to engage every student.

Macmillan Learning’s breakthrough online course 
space combines an interactive e-book with  
high-quality multimedia content, video tools,  
self-assessments, and LearningCurve adaptive 
quizzing, plus a gradebook that offers a window  
into your students’ performance—individually  
and as a group—and more. 

Self-assessment for students, 
with instructors in mind.

Academic & Career Excellence System
PAUL GORE Xavier University

WADE LEUWERKE Drake University

A.J. METZ University of Utah

ACES is a powerful, norm-referenced 
self-assessment that helps students pinpoint 
strengths and challenges, while providing 
instructors and administrators the data they need 
to support student success, retention,  
and completion class- and program-wide.
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Featured in Achieve
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Available now:

Insider’s Guide for Adult Learners

Insider’s Guide to College Etiquette, 
Second Edition

Insider’s Guide to Academic Planning

Insider’s Guide to Time Management,  
Second Edition

Insider’s Guide to College Ethics and  
Personal Responsibility, Second Edition

Insider’s Guide to Building Confidence 

Insider’s Guide to Career Services

Insider’s Guide to Global Citizenship 

Insider’s Guide to Credit Cards,  
Second Edition

Insider’s Guide to Beating Test Anxiety 

Insider’s Guide for Returning Veterans 

Insider’s Guide to Community College

Insider’s Guide to Getting Involved  
on Campus

macmillanlearning.com

INSIDER’S GUIDES  
to COLLEGE SUCCESS

These guides provide expert advice and practical 

tips for navigating the college experience.  

They are value-priced for students—just $3.99. 

Better still, they can be package FREE with any 

Macmillan Learning College Success textbook.  

For more about packaging options, contact your 

local Macmillan Learning Representative.
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Achieve can be packaged with the text or can serve as a fully digital full-course solution on its own. 
Achieve integrates seamlessly with your school’s learning management system.
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MACMILLAN LEARNING CURRICULUM SOLUTIONS  

will help you create the perfect courseware solution for  

your unique course. We will deliver a professionally 

designed, fully customized, valuable solution  

that meets the needs of your school,  

course and students.

Your Course. Your Way.

Learn how we can  
transform your course.

macmillanlearning.com/curriculumsolutions

EVERY SCHOOL,  

EVERY FYE COURSE,  

AND EVERY STUDENT IS UNIQUE.  

Why settle for the same thing everyone  

else is using? Work with us today on the  

course materials that work for YOU. 
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Macmillan will offset 100% of the estimated Scope 1 and 2 CO2 emissions associated  
with the paper and printing used for this catalog through CarbonNeutral.com.  
For more information see http://www.carbonneutral.com/our-clients.

If you have any questions or comments, 
please contact:

Macmillan Academic Marketing
120 Broadway, 26th Floor 
New York, NY 10271
email: academic@macmillan.com

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram,  
and Twitter: @macmillanreads.

Ordering  
Information

To order examination copies of the titles listed in this 
catalog, please email us at academic@macmillan.com. 
We welcome your comments about this catalog or  
the titles listed here.

Universities or bookstores interested in purchasing  
copies of a Macmillan book in bulk for student  
giveaway may contact:

Alexandra Quill 
Macmillan Academic Marketing 
120 Broadway, 26th Floor 
New York, NY 10271 
phone: 646-307-5752 
or email alexandra.quill@macmillan.com

Universities and bookstores interested in purchasing 
e-books in bulk for student giveaway may also contact 
Alexandra Quill. If you are a bookstore and are interested 
in purchasing bulk quantities of our titles for a the First-
Year Experience program at a local university, please visit 
the Bookseller Services section of our website,  
www.us.macmillan.com, for more information on  
our Bottom Line Business Plan, or contact your  
sales representative. 

For a complete list of available titles or to download  
a digital copy of this catalog, please visit our website at 
macmillanfyebooks.wordpress.com.

Visit our common reading blog:  
www.macmillanreads.wordpress.com. 
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